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The Master of Laws (LL.M.) in Cross-Cultural Business Practice
and

the Swiss Foundation for Cultural Diversity in Legal Education

cordially invite you to the conference

European Legal Integration :
The Limits of Discourse Theory

by Dr. Simone Glanert, Kent Law School

In reaction to the European Union’s avowed ambition to elaborate a uniform
European private law, some critics have responded that such a uniformization
was illusory on account of the disparities between the legal languages in force
within the different Member States. This objection has, in its turn, given rise
to an argument according to which uniformization of laws could be ensured
through the emergence of a commun discourse, and this even in the absence
of a common language. For the proponents of the common discourse thesis,
the theory of communicative action developed by Jirgen Habermas constitutes
an important support. With a view to react to this suggestion, the presentation
intends to explain why one cannot usefully draw inspiration from Habermas’s

thought in order to promote a uniform private law in the European Union. Dr Simone Glanert is a Senior
Lecturer at Kent Law School
where she teaches French
law, comparative law and legal
interpretation. She has acted

22nd March 2013, at 14:00 as visiting professor at the

. . . Sorbonne, in Timisoara and in
F"bourg Unlver5|ty Law School Grenoble. Her research focuses
Av. de Beauregard 11 on theoretical issues arising from

the practice of comparison in
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