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In the face of growing global concerns over climate change and energy security, the shift 
toward renewable, low-carbon energy sources has become an imperative. Wind power is 
more and more regarded as a pillar for the energy transition, due to its excellent Energy 
Return On Investment (EROI), low carbon footprint, and economic viability. However, 
despite its advantages, wind power development faces several challenges, including the 
inherent variability of wind electricity production, its integration into existing energy 
networks, and local opposition to wind farms due to visual and noise impacts. 

The present thesis focuses on the development of wind energy in Switzerland, that only 
generates 0.3% of its electricity from wind. It examines the underlying geographical, 
regulatory, and social factors contributing to Switzerland's slow adoption of wind power, 
particularly the lengthy approval processes and strong local opposition driven by concerns 
about landscape preservation. It argues that the opposition to wind power development is 
not rooted in a rejection of the technology, nor in ‘Not In My Backyard’ (NIMBY) attitudes, 
but in the failure to implement inclusive and just decision-making processes leading to a fair 
distribution of benefits and burdens. Through the lens of Distributive and Procedural Justice, 
this work demonstrates that community involvement in decision-making, such as project 
design, location, and adequate compensation, is key to reducing opposition and fostering 
public acceptance. 

The analysis of the case-study of the Sainte-Croix wind farm revealed that the project 
leaned more towards closed & institutional process and distant & private outcome, thus 
failing to adequately comply with the principles of both Distributive and Procedural Justice, 
resulting in constant opposition for over 25 years. Therefore, if Switzerland is to achieve the 
targets set in its Energy Strategy 2050 by increasing its share of wind power generation, 
policymakers and developers should instead draw inspiration from Community Wind Energy 
models, which emphasize local participation and shared benefits. 
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