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This thesis examines how the Italian press covered the 2014 Mafia Capitale 
scandal, focusing on the waste management crisis in Rome. Using discourse and 
content analysis, it explores how three newspapers—Corriere della Sera, Il 
Messaggero, and Il Giornale— presented the debate on municipalization versus 
privatization of waste services. The scandal exposed deep-rooted corruption, with 
criminal organisations profiting from public contracts and finally the coverage was 
shaped by each newspaper's political bias. The findings show that media coverage 
emphasised the political and criminal aspects, often sensationalising the narrative 
rather than providing a detailed discussion on service efficiency, long-term 
sustainability, or environmental concerns. The research highlights gaps in the public 
debate, where media focus on scandal overshadowed substantive discussions 
about waste management models. Ultimately, the thesis concludes that while the 
press played a role in exposing corruption, it failed to encourage an informed public 
debate on the future of public services, leaving the privatization versus 
municipalization question unresolved. 
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