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N THE EVE OF THE HOLIDAY
SEASON ECUMENICAL PATRIARCH

OBARTHOLOMEWl DELIVERED A
MAJOR ADDRESS BEFORE AN HIGHLY
QUALIFIED AUDIENCE FROM THEORTHO-
DOX WORLD, DEFENDING THEECUMENICAL
PATRIARCHATE’ S CHOICE FOR INTERFAITH

DIALOGUE. "We will insist on dialogue,
despite the criticism that we suffer," he

said. "There is, unfortunately, a certain re F

gious fundamentalism, a tragic phenome

non, which can be found among Orthodapd

and Catholics, among Muslims and Jews
These are people who think they alone h
the right to exist on earth, almost as if the
alone have the right to rule on this our pl
net according to the Old Testament. And
they say there is no room for anyone else

and are therefore opposed to any dialoguu;h

The Patriarch continued: "We are su
ject to criticism and attack because we
maintain relations with the Pope (becaug
we are strong supporters of the ecumeni
dialogue between Orthodox and Catholig
with Islam and the Jewish world. But we
will continue to move forward on our jour
ney, according to the path laid by our preg
decessors, well aware of our actions, re-|
gardless of the criticisms of which we arg
object. These fringes, characterized by €
treme positions, are everywhere. It is the
fore natural that we suffer their criticisms
according to their ideological dictates, all
us who try to widen our horizons and hay
a theological view of things. Because we
want the peaceful coexistence of all, bas
on the principles of charity and friendship

Bartholomew | added: "This is the
credo of the Ecumenical Patriarchate an
want to recall that in 1920 the regent of t
Patriarchal see, along with the synod, ad
dressed to Catholics and Protestants an
encyclical, called 'The community of
churches', along the lines of the newly
created 'society of nations'. That encyclic|
is considered today by the World Counci
Churches as the 'Charter’ of the ecumen
movement of our time. This is a well

should be made as widely known to as
many people as possible.”

Then Bartholomew | went on to high
light: "With regard to interreligious dialo-
gue, it is our belief and our creed. Becau
we need to know each other better, to wi
together while respecting the religious be
liefs of others, their cultural identity, with-
out oppression. This is the only way to liy
in peace. For this reason, the Patriarcha
in addition to having a dialogue with othe|
(Churches and Christian denominations,
| established over the past 25 years a dial
ue with Islam and Judaism. We have ha
several successful meetings. With the M
(,'NBS and Jews, our brothers, we do not d
,)Zuss purely theological issues as it woulg

e difficult. But we talk about social issus
: O
social issues that effect all people, all hu
manity, all over the world. "
« Ecology has been one of the favorite
hemes of the Ecumenical Patriarchate
since 1989. The Patriarch said: "Everyth
éhat we try to do, we do because we belig
c'éfs our duty, because the Church should
Sictively present in the contemporary wor

| awareness and encourage them to love
_protect nature like their own homes.” He
added: "The environment — nature -- is
God's creation and does not belong only
s who live today in 2010. It belongs to 3
>ijture generations."

=

Bishop Dositheos, spokesman for th
(l):%atriarchate, commented on the Patriarg
peech for AsiaNews, "a certain confusid
prevails in some sectors of the Orthodox
eghristian world between the two terms,
tradition and traditionalism. Tradition, to
‘which those minorities often refer, is the
. ngoing search to interpret and understg
nge truth, while traditionalism, which is a
| Characteristic of these minorities, is an in
tellectual sterility which often is identified
with nationalism in the Orthodox world.”
Asia News, Dec. 21.
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al
CUMENICAL PATRIARCH BARTHOL-
OMEW ATTENDED THE INAUGURA-

cql
ETION OF THE POPULATION EX

known fact to insiders, and it is good thaf]

CATALCA MUNICIPALITY by the Foundation
of Lausanne Treaty Emigrants, the local
municipality and the Istanbul 2010 Euro-
pean Capital of Culture Organization.

se It was opened on Monday, 87 years
beifter the signing of the Treaty of Lausanne
2-on Jan. 30, 1923, for the population ex-
change between Greece and Turkey.

e “We have shared the same pains,” the
& cumenical Patriarch stated characteristi-
rcally, stressing that “now the time has come
nfg peace and calm between the two
peoples.”

\d  On display in the museum are histori-
usal documents and objects that belonged to
i§-urks who had to leave northern Greece.
Memorabilia that belonged to Greeks who
deft their homes in Turkey will be added to
the museum in January 2011.

The inauguration ceremony was also
attended by two descendents of Greek refu-
gees from Asia Minor, who came especially
rigr the occasion from the city of Ptolemai-
cda, northwest Greece, and a UN High
Bemmissioner for Refugees representative.
& A. Ambatzis forANA, Dec. 22.

hd be sensitive to people's problems, raise

3] HE GREEK ORTHODOXARCHDIO-
I CESE OFAMERICA, TOGETHER WITH
THE PARISH OFST. NICHOLAS,
tBERVED NOTICEON Dec. 6 to the Port Au-
Ithority of New York and New Jersey (PA),
the Lower Manhattan Development Corpo-
eration, the Empire State Development Cor-
hperation and associated individuals of their
rintention to sue these agencies over their
actions that have prevented the St. Nicholas
church, destroyed at Ground Zero on 9/11,
from being rebuilt. Under New York State
law, a 60-day notice is required before cer-
nein claims can be filed against the PA.
The legal papers stated that “This
-claim arises out of the arrogance, bad faith,
and fraudulent conduct of the Port Authori-
-ty in preventing Saint Nicholas from re-
building its church at Ground Zero after it
was crushed by a falling tower in the attack
on the World Trade Center on September
11, 2001.” It goes on to state that in March
2009, the PA “summarily disavowed a
long-standing agreement” to rebuild the

EHANGE MUSEUM OPENED INSTANBUL'S



church at 130 Liberty Street.

On the eve of the Feast of St. Nichol
Dec. 5, Archbishop Demetrios of Americ
led a vespers service near the site of St.
Nicholas at Ground Zero. Despite the ve
cold weather, the very solemn and movin
service was attended by nearly one thou
sand faithful from the greater New York
metropolitan area who joined the St. Nic
las parishioners in a show of solidarity.
They came together in worship and pray
to honor their revered Saint and demon-
strate their resolve and conviction to re-
built the historic St. Nicholas church at
Ground Zero.

Archbishop Demetrios, in his sermo
to those gathered at the Ground Zero co
struction site, expressed this unwavering
commitment of the Church in re-building
St. Nicholas, and the faith, confidence, a
trust that with the help of the Almighty Gg
this awesome endeavor will be realized.

Below is the full text of the Statemen
of Archbishop Demetrios of America on
the occasion of the Vespers Service:

“On the eve of the Feast of St. Nichg
las, | take this opportunity to warmly greg
and gratefully thank all those people whq
especially today have witnessed their de
tion to St. Nicholas but also expressed in
very tangible ways, despite the adversitie
their wholehearted support and steadfas
resolve for the rebuilding of the Church g
St. Nicholas on this most hallowed groun

Almost 10 years ago, our city and ng
tion suffered a terrorist attack of unparal-
leled proportions. In addition to the tragid
and horrific loss of almost 3,000 innocen
victims, a number of whom were membe
of our own community, the world witness
the unimaginable collapse of the Twin
Towers. When the second Tower fell on
historic St. Nicholas Church, it destroyed
almost every trace of the building, the on
house of worship destroyed that day.
Opened in 1916 by Greek immigrants, th
church not only served the spiritual need
of its parishioners but was also a sacred
space in which people of all ethnic and
religious backgrounds would stop, light &
candle and spend a few moments in pray
and meditation.

The Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of
America and the parish of St. Nicholas
remain firmly committed to the rebuilding
of the church at Ground Zero, honoring t
long-standing agreement with the LMDC
and Port Authority. On this most solemn
occasion, we once again affirm our com-
mitment to rebuild here, in this sacred
place, the Church of St. Nicholas which
will have a greater scope and outreach t

building of St. Nicholas on this site will bg
gan appropriate memorial in New York Ci
ato the 3,000 innocent people of all Faithg
who lost their lives that day and also ser
Nas a center of peace and reconciliation.
g Trusting in Almighty God, we are cor
fident that we shall be successful in this
awesome endeavor, and we call upon al
npeople of goodwill and faith to join us in
the rebuilding of this church which will
bstand as a dynamic testament to the heal
power of love and a symbol of the lofty
ideals of this great nation of ours. | convd
my warmest paternal greetings and best
wishes and invoke upon all of you the ab
nundant blessings of the Almighty.”
n-  + Archbishop Demetrios of America.
Press Release, Greek Archdiocese, Ded
15.

nd
d UNDREDS OF FAITHFUL AND CLER
H GY ATTENDED THE ENTHRONE
MENT OF ARCHBISHOPY URIJ AS
THE SIXTH METROPOLITAN OF THE
UKRAINIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH OF
-CANADA and as eparch of Winnipeg and
tthe Central Eparchy on November 21 at
Holy Trinity Ukrainian Orthodox Cathedrg
o Winnipeg, Manitoba.
Attending the divine liturgy were:
Archbishop Soterios, metropolitan of the
Greek Orthodox Church in Canada and
fexarch of Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholo
dnew | of Constantinople; Archbishop Lay
-rence Huculak, metropolitan of the Ukrai
nian Catholic Church of Canada; Archbi-
shop Antony of the UOC of the U.S.A;;
I Bishop Alexander of the Antiochian Orth
relox Church; Bishop llarion, western epa
edf the UOC of Canada; Bishop Andriy of
the UOC of Canada, bishop-elect of Sas
fheon and the Central Eparchy; and Bishg
Daniel, western eparch of the UOC of th¢
\J.S.A. At the conclusion of the divine li-
turgy, Metropolitan Soterios read a procl
anation of enthronement on behalf of Pa-
striarch Bartholomew | and the Holy and
Sacred Synod of bishops. Metropolitan
Yurij then received the articles of his new
office to the refrains of “Axios — He is
&iorthy!”

A banquet followed the ceremony,
during which, Paul Grod, national presidg
of the Ukrainian Canadian Congress, de
vered greetings, personally congratulatin
n&letropolitan Yurij. He also delivered
greetings on behalf of the Ukrainian Wor
Congress, and its president, Eugene Cz
Mr. Grod thanked Archbishop Yurij for hi
leadership and support on a variety of im
portant issues for the Ukrainian commun
nanCanada, including urging the Canadiaf

[

a simple parish house of worship. The rg

»a genocide against the Ukrainian people.
y  “We are very fortunate to have Archbi-
shop Yurij with us as both a spiritual and a
eommunity leader. He has incredible intel-
lect, humility and a tremendous sense of
‘humor. | look forward to working closely
with His Eminence for many years to
come,” said Mr. Grod.

A native of Lachine, Quebec, Archbi-
shop Yurij was born on May 26, 1951, to
iRgtro and Anastasia Kalistchuk and gradu-
ated from St. Andrew’s College (the UOC
yf Canada’s seminary) in Winnipeg in
1973. In 1975 he studied music at McMas-
-ter University, graduating in 1980 with a
bachelor’s of music in history and theory
(magna cum laude), and in 1984 he earned
.a bachelor of education degree from the
University of Toronto (magna cum laude).
In 1985 he received a bachelor of theology
degree from St. Andrew’s College and on
July 16, 1988, Archbishop Yurij was or-
dained to the diaconate and the following
day he was ordained to the priesthood.

He served as assistant pastor at Holy
Trinity Cathedral in Winnipeg and worked
as professor of church music at St. And-
rew’s College. Archbishop Yurij was ton-
sured as a monastic on September 10,
1989, and on October 15, 1989, Hiero-
monk Yurij was elevated to the rank of
archimandrite by Metropolitan Wasyly at
Holy Trinity Cathedral in Winnipeg. Later
vthat month, on October 22, 1989, Archi-
mandrite Yurij was elevated to bishop, with
the title bishop of Saskatoon and eparch of
the Central Eparchy, with enthronement on
bDecember 17, 1989.
ch He was later installed as bishop of
Toronto and the Eastern Eparchy, and in
kao01 was elevated to the rank of archbi-
pshop. Archbishop Yurij was selected by the
eSobor (General Council) of the Ukrainian
Orthodox Church of Canada to be the
aChurch’s sixth metropolitan on July 18,
2009. The Synod of Bishops of the Patriar-
chate of Constantinople ratified the Sobor’'s
decision on August 30, 2010The Ukrai-

nian Weekly, Dec. 19.
I THODOX INSTITUTIONS GATHERED

ent IN MID-NOVEMBER 2010AT THE
iANDREI SAGUNA THEOLOGICAL FACULTY
N SIBIU, ROMANIA TO REFLECT on the top-

ic “The Ecumenical Movement in Theolog-
dcal Education and the Life of Orthodox
blifhurches.” This discussion was moderated
sby Metropolitan Gennadios of Sassima
-(Ecumenical Patriarchate of Constanti-
tyople).
n According to a communiqué issued at

HIRTY REPRESENTATIVES OFOR-

-government to recognize the Holodomor

dke close of the consultation: “There is a
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broad official agreement among the Orth
dox churches concerning the general dir
tion of Orthodox ecumenical engagemen|
However, at many levels of church life
there is a wide diversity of opinion among
the Orthodox concerning inter-Christian
and interfaith issues. This demonstrates
there is as yet no unanimous Orthodox
theological understanding of how to relat
to other Christians and other faiths. Orth
dox churches should use their theologicg
faculties and seminaries as academic lal
atories to generate discussion on acute i
sues debated in ecumenical circles. An &
tempt should be made to engage all Orth
dox voices in this, especially those who
may be most opposed to dialogue.”
The communiqué concludes with a
recommendation that the World Council
Churches coordinate, in collaboration wit
Holy Cross Greek Orthodox School of
Theology in Boston (USA), a meeting of
representatives from a broad spectrum d
Orthodox faculties to discuss the further
development of an ecumenical ethos in
theological education. — WCC Press Re-|

lease, Dec. 14.

I CANONICAL ORTHODOX BISHOPS OF

NORTH AND CENTRAL AMERICA --

FORMERLY KNOWN AS THEEPISCOPAL
ASSEMBLY OFNORTH AND CENTRAL
AMERICA -- MADE ITS DEBUT on Friday,
December 17, 2010. It may be accessed
http://mww.episcopalassembly.org.

In addition to information on the As-
sembly's history, establishment, and curr
activities, the site provides comprehensi
lists of all member Churches and hierarc
a wealth of informative documents, state
ments, and addresses highlighting its ing
gural meeting; directories of Assembly
agencies, endorsed organizations, com
sions, consultations, and committees; a

HE WEB SITE OF THEASSEMBLY OF

soon-to-be expanded directory of parish’I

and institutions; and a wealth of other in-
formation and resources.

This Assembly is the result of the de
sion of the Fourth Pre-Conciliar Pan-
Orthodox Conference, which met in
Chambésy Switzerland in June 2009, aft|
the extraordinary Synaxis of all the Head
of the Autocephalous Churches convene
by His All Holiness Ecumenical Patriarch
Bartholomew. One of twelve assemblies
that have been or will be convened arou
the world in regions where there is no sir
gular Orthodox presence, the Assembly
includes all active canonical bishops whq
reside and minister in North and Central
America and will meet annually. The As-

etgios Efstathios.” In the town of Nkayi

hEransfiguration of the Savior has been

cEtendi Lissom.

ethere are indigenous communities of Or-
sthodox Christians, Greeks and Lebanese
dPress Release, Patriarchate of Alexandr

n

by the Americas [SCOBA]. — OCA Press

tRelease, Dec. 18.
O

BEATITUDE WELCOMED TO THE
th PATRIARCHAL MANSION OF THE
VICARIATE IN CAIRO ARCHIMANDRITE
ETHEOLOGOSCHRYSANTHAKOPOULOS OF
DTHE NEWLY-ESTABLISHED DIOCESE OF
IBRAZZAVILLE AND GABON to discuss is-
sues regarding his missionary and pasto
swork.
t-  The Holy Diocese of Brazzaville ang

N DECEMBERZ24,2010,HIs

Synodal Decree on 7th October 2010 by
the Holy Synod of the Hierarchs of the Pa
triarchate of Alexandria, following a pro-
bposal by His Beatitude. It includes in its
Hurisdiction the countries of Congo Brazz
ville and Gabon.

In the capital of Congo Brazzaville th
fOrthodox Mission is continually develop-
ing. However, the main Orthodox centre
situated in the city of Pointe Noire, wherg
Archimandrite Theologos, assisted by ng
tive priest Father Maximos Oumba and
Father Dimitrios Otomba, is developing
enormous spiritual missionary and huma|
nistic activity.

In the city of Dolisie the churches
built are those dedicated to St Irene and
Nicholas, as well as an orphanage and g
mary school. On 20 September 2007 Hig
Beatitude Theodoros Il, Pope and Patria
of Alexandria and All Africa, during his
visit to Dolisie inaugurated the Orphanag

¢he work of building the Holy Church of th

completed.

u- In the neighboring country of Gabon
missionary group from the Holy Metropol
isf the Cameroon catechized and baptize
2007 the first indigenous Orthodox Chris|
#ians in the town of Libreville, organized
the first Orthodox Community and ap-
pointed the first parish Priest, Father Vic

In both countries, which make up the
Holy Diocese of Brazzaville and Gabon,

Dec. 27.
IS BEATITUDE PATRIARCH
H THEOPHILOSIII OF JERUSALEM
DELIVERED THIS SPEECH BEFORE
THE PRESIDENT OFISRAEL FOR THE NEW
YEAR 2011 on December 29:
Mr President,

sembly is the successor of the Standing

pconference of Canonical Orthodox Bishg

ps Members of Parliament,

Distinguished Guests,

“Therefore the Lord himself shall give
you a sign; behold, a virgin shall conceive
in the womb, and shall bring forth a son,
and thou shalt call his name Emmanuel.”
(Isaiah 7:14)

We are highly appreciative of what is a
traditional gathering in which we share the
Season’s cheerfulness, in particular the
Christmas spirit, and impart our messages
aff hope. Events and gatherings such as this
are of great significance both for celebrat-
ing the common bonds of our humanity, and

@&abon was established by Patriarchal andor reminding ourselves of those fundamen-

tal moral values that are essential to our
rcommon life. Humanity today is confronted
and confused on every side with dark forces
of disrespect and even humiliation. And
arinfortunately much of this is being done in
the pretence of religious allegiance and in
dhe name of Almighty God.

As we are here today in a clear expres-
sion and manifestation of inter-religious
and inter-cultural understanding, presence
-and symbiosis, it should be acknowledged
that any form of polarization -- political,
social or ideological — has increasingly
- posed a serious challenge to our humble
efforts and our sincere intentions.

We are thankful to the Authorities’
ifforts in facilitating the access for pilgrims
rand worshipers that has enhanced a great
snumber of Christian pilgrims from around
the world. We commend them to continue
this holy and important provision; and al-
dow us to say: “more can always be done”
on the local and regional frame. Also we
@cknowledge the many positive steps that
the State of Israel has taken to evaluate our
concerns, and we stress the need for the
aontinuation of progress on:

S * Continued free movement of the

dfaithful;

* Availability of entry visas for cler-
ics; and

* Honoring the privileges of Tax ex-
@mption sanctioned by the sacred history as
well as by the historic standing of the
“Ownership of Church Property.”

The ineffective endeavors to attaining
peace should not be disregarded this festive
.season. This should be a reminder amidst
aur joyful celebrations that God's will is
loud and clear for both the political and
religious leadership to persevere in our
commitment to reaching reconciliation and
peace.

It is our mission, as servants of the
Lord and thus of our fellow man, to relen-
tlessly enhance our efforts for improving
the living and socio-economic conditions

Honorable Ministers,

which people of the Holy Land are passing
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through and to alleviating the suffering of

all affected. We are confronted with chal
lenges and raised concerns for our com-
munities over peaceful coexistence and

feel the urgency to address this, diffuse it

and channel the positive outcome to ach
ing peace.
We are worried about the rising neg

tive sentiments fuelled by extremists, and
emphasize that we consider all humans {

be equal to one another. A perception sy
tantiated in the monotheistic faiths and
upheld by the many decent citizens who
also feel threatened by the moral decling|
witnessed today.

Christian institutions and Leadership
in the Holy land, have committed them-
selves by employing their blessings and
resources in constituting peace and reco
ciliation in the region; for we firmly believ
that this enjoins one of the divine com-
mandments of our faith which solidifies o
existence and determines our mission.

Our fraternal noble wishes for this
happy occasion on the New Year to all
Jews, Christians and Muslims, who pers
tently pursued peace during times of gre
turmoil, as they set a role model for all
those who are inspired by the true and h
toric prophetic message of the incarnatig
of the divine logos.

As the custodians and servants of th
Holy Places that bare testimony to the sg
cred history of redemption and salvation
human kind, we time and again commit
ourselves to promoting peace and invite
every human being to “soul searching”; if
order to recognize the other’s entitlemen
peace, respect and dignity; and we shou
always remember to behave in the same
way as we would like people to behave
towards us. For it is written: “... whateve
you want man to do to you do also to the
for this is the Law and the Prophets” (Ma
thew 7:12)

Your Excellency, we express our sin
cere thanks to you for this cordial invitatig
and for your gracious hospitality. We prg
to God for his special blessing upon the
approaching New Year: may the Divine
spirit of this Festive Season warm our
hearts, enlighten our minds, and fulfill theg
lives of all the citizens of the State of Isrg
Happy New Year and Hanoucha Same

For, as prophet Isaiah says: “.... unt

us a Child is born, unto us a Son is given);

and the government will be upon His

shoulder. His name will be called the Angé&bn for changing our life for the better. W

of Great Counsel, for | shall bring peace
upon the rulers, peace and health by Hin|
Great shall be His government, and of H
peace there is no end....” (Isaiah 9:6&7)

THE PRIMATE OF THERUSSIAN
ORTHODOX CHURCH MADE A
SPECIAL STATEMENT TO THE MASS
M@EDIA ON THE RIOTING ONMANEZH
SQUARE, the press office of the Patriarch

given below:
i-
nezh Square have thrust three problems|
anto the spotlight. | shall begin with the
lsimple one, and conclude with the most
complicated.
The first is hooliganism, when a per-
son cannot restrain his emotions, starts {

,for a fight. This problem should be dealt
with as prescribed and order should be
imposed. If people do not understand
nwords, the upper hand must be used.
B The second and a more complicated
problem that has become apparent is a |
Ulitical provocation on Manezh Square alg
with hooliganism. There are certain force
in our society that have an interest in deq
bilizing the situation. These forces can e
dance their activity towards the 2012 ele
ption. Inter-ethnic relations are a godsend
these forces. During the Cold War many
people who stood in opposition to the Sg
nviet Union used to say that multinationalit
was its weak spot and, if pressure is put
ethis spot, the country will be destroyed.
-This is what happened. There are many
pbeople today who want to touch this
Achilles’ heal to destabilize and wreck
Russia using various excuses.
n The political provocation carried out
om Manezh Square is a simple fact that
adlemands considerate and serious attitud
towards it on the part of the authorities,
including law enforcement bodies. We
rshould not allow the country’s return to th
nthaos of the early 1990s. We should not
tallow the destabilization of our political
system and public life. Many people may
-not remember the dreadful years that ou
middle-aged and senior citizens lived
\through. We were willing to devote any-
thing to stabilize the situation, to stop the
disintegration of the country and the col-
lapse of social relations! How happy we
were to see the signs of political stabilizg
dion in the late 1990s! It would seem that
¢bhday we have had too much of it and arg
bready to wreck the country!
| appeal to all those who hear me. P

litical stabilization in Russia is a precond

shall not have any economic benefits if w
nwreck our social life.

s And now the most important thing.
aterethnic relations are very complicateq

Jerusalem Patriarchate website, Dec. 29

.World religions have made a great contri

édoscow and All Russia reports. The text

“It seems to me that the events on M

bution to the life of peace of people belong-
ing to these religions. | would like to men-
tion a particular contribution of the Russian
Orthodox Church to the preservation of
dhterethnic peace both in the Russian Em-
igire and in present-day Russia. The Church
has always nurtured the spirit of peace and
ahe ability to share grief with our neighbors
irrespective of their religious belief. It was
the nurturing of the spirit of peace that has
brought about the lack of interreligious and
interethnic wars in Russia.
What is happening today? Radicalisms

care clashing. Interethnic relations are com-

destroy everything around him, and is readyunicating vessels. One cannot point at the

one, while neglecting the other. The emer-
gence of radicalism in the ethnically united
groups and, the more so, in the criminal
radical ethnic groups provokes a radical
response of the majority. Who is suffering?
b@rdinary people. When | saw the wounded
rignocent people who were beaten only be-
cause their faces are of another color and
tiaeir countenance is different, while know-
ning that they are law-abiding and good
cpeople, | felt bitter and ashamed. At the
feame time one understands that they were
victims of the ethnic radical groups existing
-in diaspora and provoking — | repeat — the
ydisruption of interethnic peace and peace
among different nationalities.

Therefore, the struggle against radical-
ism is the way along which we should go to
bring interethnic relations out of their
present dangerous state.

It is necessary to create a gap between
radical groups and law-abiding people. It is
necessary to establish intolerable conditions

efor all radical groups, both among ethnic
minorities and majority population. This
task requires the efforts of the authorities,
@ublic organizations, the Russian Orthodox
Church and the followers of other religions.
We should work together to lower the de-
gree of radicalism and to prevent the de-
struction of interreligious and interethnic
peace thanks to which Russia exists as a
great state. Any provocation of ethnic dis-
cord challenges the very existence of our
multinational and great homeland.” — Press
Release, Moscow Patriarchate, Dec. 14.
] OPOLITAN HILARION OF VOLOKO-
LAMSK , CHAIRMAN OF THE
bMOSCOWPATRIARCHATE' S DEPARTMENT
-FOREXTERNAL CHURCH RELATIONS AND
ERECTOR OF THESS CYRIL AND METHODIUS
ePOSTGRADUATE ANDDOCTORAL SCHOOL
OF THERUSSIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH
VISITED THE STATE ARCHIVE OF THE
RUSSIAN FEDERATION and met with its
-director S. Mironenko.

N 20DECEMBER2010,METRO-
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Director Mironenko told the guests tii¢ion in ratio of the number of churches to

story of the State Archive which was
opened in 1920 and reconstituted by Bof
Yeltsin's decree in April 1992. In Decem
ber 2010, there took place an exchange
microfilm copies of some archive materig
between the Holy Trinity theological sem
nary in Jordanville and the State Archive
the Russian Federation. Thus, the resea
ers in Russia and abroad have gained
access to the rare archive materials.

In addition to keeping the archive ma

terials, the Archives’ leadership makes
documents belonging to the national heri
age accessible to the researchers. Hund

of thousands of documents have been dé¢c-

lassified during the last eighteen years, &
reference system containing over a half g
the archive inventories has been estab-
lished.

Metropolitan Hilarion was shown
some unique documents, for instance, a
by which Metropolitan Tikhon of Moscow|
was elected Patriarch of Moscow and All
Russia at the All-Russian Local Council i
1917. Metropolitan Hilarion also saw the
diaries of the Empress Alexandra Feodo
rovna and Emperor Nicholas Il, as well &
the Act of Abdication of the last Russian
emperor.

In conclusion of the meeting, the
DECR chairman presented Mt. Mironenk
with an icon of the Most Holy Mother of
God and his book “Disputes over the Na
of God. Archive documents of 191238
compiled by Metropolitan (then bishop)
Hilarion in 2007. The book includes over
300 documents from the Russian State K
torical Archive, the State Archive of the
Stavropol region, and the archive of the
Department for External Church Relatior
— Press Release, Moscow Patriarchate,
Dec. 21.

N 22 DECEMBER2010,His
OHOLINESSPATRIARCH KIRILL OF

MoOScow ANDALL RUSSIA
CHAIRED AN ANNUAL MEETING OF THE
MOSCOWDIOCESANASSEMBLY THAT
TOOK PLACE IN THEHALL OF CHURCH
COUNCILS OFCHRIST THESAVIOR
CATHEDRAL.

The Primate of the Russian Orthodo
Church presented a report, a section of
which was about the activities of Patriarg
as the ruling bishop of Moscow in 2010.

His Holiness Patriarch Kirill also gav
some statistics on church life in Moscow|

The total number of churches and ch
pels is 837. Yet, regular divine services
celebrated only in 271 of them, thus mak
the capital city to occupy the last place

the number of the ethnic Orthodox resi-
iglents. Divine services have not been re-
tsumed in 39 Moscow churches; 19
afthurches have not been transferred to th
I€hurch; 90 churches and chapels are ur
-construction.
of
rtders vividly show the necessity to build
new churches in Moscow, in dormitory
suburbs in particular.

1720 clergymen serve under Patriar,

chal omophorion, including 1150 in MosH
tcow. They are 19 bishops, 860 presbyte
radd 271 deacons.
397 priests and 173 deacons serve
rntle stavropegic monasteries and metoch
f12 clergymen serve abroad, 48 are sups
numerary, and 32 are suspended.

The Moscow Theological Academy
and Seminary, the Sretenskaya, Perevin
|éiya and Nikolo-Ugreshskaya seminarie
and St. Tikhon’s Orthodox Humanitarian
University train clergymen and other
nchurch workers to serve in Moscow.

There are 226 Sunday schools, in
which 10,738 children and 5,738 adults
sstudying.

Three clerics from other dioceses hg
joined Moscow clergy, while one was
transferred to another diocese, one was
suspended, and six clergymen died. — Py
Release, Moscow Patriarchate, Dec. 22.
me

N 24 DECEMBER2010,His HOLI-
ONESSPATRIARCH KIRILL OF MOS

COW ANDALL RUSSIA CHAIRED
HIEHE SESSION OF THEHOLY SYNOD OF THE
RUSSIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH held at the

street.

the Church and society, and external act
ties of the Russian Orthodox Church.
His Holiness Patriarch Kirill of Mos-

cow and All Russia presented a report o
his visit to Kiev timed to the 75th birthday
of His Beatitude Metropolitan Vladimir of
Kiev and All Ukraine. Among those takin
part in the celebration were Metropolitan
Christopher of the Czech Lands and Slo
xkia, and representatives of other Local O
thodox Churches. His Holiness met with
the Ukrainian President Viktor F. Yanukd
vich. Members of the Holy Synod thanke
ethe Primate of the Russian Orthodox
Church for his visit to Kiev, and Metropol
dan Vladimir of Kiev and All Ukraine for
ahés noble ministry he performs with dignit
rand honour. They offered up prayers to t
Lord for helping Metropolitan Vladimir in

Patriarch’s working residence, Chisty side
politan Chrysostom of Vilnius and Lithua-

The Holy Synod took certain decisiopgia from his duties as head of the diocese of
on the life of the Church, relations betweghithuania and to retire him in compliance
\vivith his request and to thank him for his
long archpastoral work in many dioceses of
the Russian Orthodox Church.

h

r-

among the regions of the Russian Feder

ahis archpastoral labors for many years.

n
iaf the Russian Orthodox Church in 2010
rwas approved. The participants in the ses-

The Synod underscored the importance
of the address delivered by the Primate of
the Russian Orthodox Church at the Fourth

Assembly of the Russian World for pre-
eserving spiritual and cultural unity of fra-
dernal nations whose common history has

begun when the Old Russian state was es-

According to His Holiness, these nuntablished with its capital in Kiev. Members

of the Synod expressed their wish to devel-
op cooperation with the governmental and
public organizations of the Russian World

Lin spiritual support of the believers belong-

ing to the Russian Orthodox Church and

rdying beyond the borders of the Moscow

Patriarchate’s canonical territory.
The work of the Intercouncil Presence

sion endorsed the proposal of the Inter-
council Presence’s Presidium to include in

sthe Presidium ex officio Bishop Irinarkh of
sKrasnogorsk, chairman of the Synodal De-

partment for Prison Ministry; Bishop Igna-
tiy of Bronnitsy, chairman of the Synodal

Department for Youth Affairs; and Bishop
Kirill of Pavlovsky Posad, chairman of the

hynodal Committee for Relations with the

Cossacks.

ve The Holy Synod approved the work of

the Sixth International Scholarly Confe-
rence of the Russian Orthodox Church on

¢kffe in Christ: Christian Morality, Church

Ascetic Traditions, and Challenges of Mod-
ern Age” held on 15-18 November 2010
and noted the usefulness of inviting Ortho-

dox theologians from other Local Churches
to theological forums as well as the necessi-
ty to develop inter-Orthodox relations in the
field of church science and theology.

The Synod resolved to release Metro-

The Holy Synod appointed Archbishop

Innokentiy of Korsun to rule the diocese of
Vilnius and Lithuania and thanked him for
ghis archpastoral care for the parishes of the
Russian Orthodox Church in the countries
af Western Europe.

Bishop Nestor of Caffa, a vicar of the

Korsun diocese, was appointed Bishop of
Korsun and charged with archpastoral care
ffor the parishes in ltaly.

The Holy Synod considered a vacancy

-in the Arkhangelsk diocese opened due to
the demise of Bishop Tikhon of Arkhan-
yoelsk and Kholmogory and resolved to ap-
hpoint Bishop Daniel of Yuzhno-Sakhalinsk
and the Kuril Island Bishop of Arkhangelsk
and Kholmogory.
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Archimandrite Tikhon (Dorovskikh),
cleric of the Yuzhno-Sakhalinsk diocese,
was nominated Bishop of Yuzhno-
Sakhalinsk and the Kuril Islands.

As to the newly established Karagan
diocese, the Holy Synod resolved to nom
nate archpriest Aleksandr Osokin, a cler
of the Astana diocese, Bishop of Karaga
and Shakhtinsk.

In following up the petitions from the
clergymen of the Ungeni-Nisporeni dioce
and the report presented by Metropolitar]
Vladimir of Kishinev and Moldova, the
Holy Synod resolved to appoint Bishop H
of Hincesti, a vicar of the Kishinev metro
polia, Bishop of Ungeni and Nisporeni; tq
take the parishes of the Hincesti district
the Republic of Moldova from the Cahul-
Comrat diocese and to include them into
Ungeni-Nisporeni diocese.

The Holy Synod considered the nom
nation of a bishop to the EdinBriceni
diocese of the Orthodox Church in Moldd
va and resolved to nominate archimandr
Nikodim (Vulpe), dean of the Orkhei dea
nery of the Kishinev metropolia Bishop o}
Eding-Briceni.

Members of the Holy Synod resolveq
to appoint a delegation of the Russian O
thodox Church to the meeting of the Inter
Orthodox Preparatory Commission to tak
place in Chambesy, Switzerland, on 21-1

February 2011. The delegation will inclugleelebration of the 95th birthday of archi-

Metropolitan Hilarion of Volokolamsk,

chairman of the Moscow Patriarchate’s
Department for External Church Relatior
(DECR) — head of the delegation; Archbi
shop Mark of Berlin, Germany and Great
Britain — member of the delegation; and
archpriest Nikolai Balashov, DECR depy
chairman — consultant of the delegation.

Having heard the report of Metropoli
tan Hilarion of Volokolamsk on the work
the Commission on Old Believer Parishe
and Relations with the Old Rite done fror
2 October 2009 to 19 November 2010,
members of the Holy Synod approved of
the report.

The DECR chairman presented a re
port on the visit of the Moscow Patriar-
chate’s delegation to Georgia to celebrat
the 1700th anniversary of the building of
the first church on the burial place of the
Tunic of the Lord and the 1000th annive
sary of the Svetitskhoveli Cathedral. The
Divine Liturgy was celebrated by His Hol
ness and Beatitude lliya Il, Catholicos an
Patriarch of All Georgia; His Beatitude
Chrysostomos, Archbishop of New Justi-
niana and All Cyprus; and His Beatitude
Metropolitan Christopher of the Czech
Lands and Slovakia. Concelebrating wer

aChurches, and bishops and clerics of the
Georgian Orthodox Church. The Primatg
the Georgian Orthodox Church met seve
times with Metropolitan Hilarion of Volo-
deolamsk, head of the Moscow Patriar-
ichate’s delegation.
c  The Holy Synod expressed satisfacti
ndéth the participation of the Moscow Pa-
triarchate’s representatives in the celebr
tion and thanked His Holiness and Beati-
dede lliya |, Catholicos and Patriarch of A
Georgia for attention and hospitality ex-
tended to the delegation of the Russian (
atrodox Church.

Having heard the report on the parti
pation of the delegation headed by the
DECR chairman Metropolitan Hilarion in
the celebration of the 40th anniversary o
ttee canonization of Nicholas of Japan, th
granting of the autonomous status to the
-Orthodox Church of Japan by the Russid
Orthodox Church, and the establishment
+the Metochion of the Russian Orthodox

the Liaison Office of the Moscow Patriar-
ohate at the World Council of Churches,
rafchpriest Mikhail Gundyaev, representa-
tives of the Russian Orthodox Church at the
World Council of Churches and other inter-
national organizations in Geneva and
arharge him with maintaining contacts with
the United Nations Human Rights Council.
n-  The Holy Synod considered the results
of the seminar on “The Role of Religious
ICommunities in the Management of World
Heritage Properties” held in Kiev on 2-5
DNovember and resolved to continue the
work of the Church aimed at establishing
tithe international legal grounds for extension
of the religious communities’ participation
in managing these properties.
Having heard the report of Metropoli-

gtan Hilarion on the working plan of the
Department for External Church Relations
rfor 2011, the participants in the session
approved of the plan of external activities
of the Russian Orthodox Church for the

t€hurch in Tokyo, the Holy Synod thanke
+ His Eminence Daniel, Archbishop of Tok]
and Metropolitan of All Japan, for attenti
and hospitality accorded to the delegatio
of the Russian Orthodox Church.
Metropolitan Hilarion of Volokolams
-reported on the visit to the Holy Mount
é\thos during which the delegation of the
PRussian Orthodox Church took part in th

mandrite Jeremiah (Alyokhin), hegumen
the Russian St. Panteleimon’s Monaster
s/isited some Athonite monastery and me|
+with the Protos of the Holy Mountain, mo
Peter.

The Holy Synod expressed appreci
ttion for the participation of the delegation
of the Russian Orthodox Church in the 7
- meeting of the Joint Russian-Iranian Co
pfission for Orthodoxy-Islam Dialogue a
sconsidered it useful to continue the dialo
nbetween the Department for External
Church Relations and the Muslim comm
nity in Iran.

Having heard the report by Metropol
+tan Hilarion of Volokolamsk on the partic
pation of the delegation of the Russian O
ethodox Church in the workshop on “Pro-
moting Human Rights through a Better
Understanding of Traditional Values of
-Humankind” held in Geneva on 4 Octobgq
2010, the Holy Synod members noted th
-expedience of the DECR’s promotion of
dhe position of the Church expressed in t
“Basic Teaching of the Russian Orthodo
Church on Human Dignity, Freedom and
Rights” at the international organizations
for instance, the United Nations Human
eRights Council.

representatives of the Local Orthodox

next year. — Press Release, Moscow Pa-
iarchate, Dec. 25.
n
OLY SYNOD OFBISHOPS OF THE
SERBIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH AT
THE MEETING HELD ON16TH OF
DECEMBER THIS YEAR ADDRESSED THE
CHURCH AND THE GENERAL PUBLICregard-
ing the anti-church conduct of the former
Bishop of Raska and Prizren, now monk
rtemije, with the following statement:
1. As is known the Holy Assembly of
Bishops at its May session this year, on the
kasis of a written document related to the
proved canonical delicts, permanently and
-irrevocably dismissed Bishop Artemije

from the duty of the Bishop of Raska and
HPrizren, which he himself accepted and
agreed to live at Sisatovac monastery upon
is release. Regrettably, from September
aad October this year, Bishop Artemije in
his letters to the Holy Synod expressed his
“regret” for accepting the synodal decision,
claiming, contrary to common sense, that he
was "a lifelong Bishop of Raska and Pri-
-zren.” This was a reason for the Holy Syn-
red to place him under censure until the next
regular session of this year's Holy Assem-
bly of Bishops in November.

Instead of asking from the Assembly
rthe forgiveness for his delicts and violations
eof the canonical order of the Church, so that

his censure could be lifted, Bishop Artemije
hia a violent manner, with a group of his
followers, who had also been censured after
ecclesiastical court proceedings, tried to
usurp the monasteries and entire Raska and
Prizren Diocese, beginning his lawless act
by uncanonical and unconstitutional serving

It was resolved to appoint secretary

pdf the Liturgy in the monastery of Duboki
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potok, though still under a censure. In addimong whom an outstanding place is he
tion, using a counterfeit seal, he began to by Miron Cristea, the first Patriarch of RQ
issue anti-canonical decisions in the Dio{ mania, whose grave is in the Patriarchal

cese of Raska and Prizren.
All this was happening while the Hol

Cathedral.
At 12.00 o’clock, His Beatitude Da-

Assembly was in session, so the Bishopsniel, Patriarch of the Romanian Orthodo
with deep regret, were forced to deprive fi@&hurch celebrated the Te Deum service
former Bishop of Raska and Prizren BisHdpe Patriarchal Cathedral. Hundreds of
Artemije of his episcopal rank and return| faithful, and tens of children and young
him to the order of a monk. The unlawful| people, among whom a group of student

Liturgy and participation in it, as well as

from “Jean Monet” High School of Ploies

other, additional reasons also contributedere also present in the Cathedral, whe
the decision of the Ecclesiastical Court of they received the blessing of the Primate
the Diocese of RaSka and Prizren to laicizbe Romanian Orthodox Church and smé
seventeen hierodeacons and hieromonksjcons of the Holy Trinity, the symbol of
the followers of Artemije. Instead of sobefunity.

ness and repentance, monk Artemije an
his laicized followers continued to "serve
the Liturgy" in the usurped church of Sair
John the Baptist (the Diocese otd),
which they turned into "a monastery,” thu
adding iniquity to iniquity.

2. These were the reasons why the
Holy Synod was obliged to inform the pu
lic that such conduct by the former Bisho
of Raska and Prizren not only put himsel
on the path towards schism but literally
created his own sect, the sect of "Arte-
mians,” the first of its kind in the history o
the Serbian Orthodox Church. Without
losing hope and calling him to repentanc
the Holy Synod responsibly brings to the
attention of all the clergy and faithful
people of St. Sava's Church that " the Lit
gy" of former bishop Artemije and his sug
porters, who have all been dismissed fro
the clerical state, is not the Holy Liturgy,
their "communion” is not the sacred Com
munion, their "mysteries" are not the holy
mysteries of the Church of God, and that

During the Te Deum, His Beatitude
delivered a sermon entitled, “The Church
Blessed and Cultivated the Gift of Nation
Unity and Freedom.”

s Atthe end of the Te Deum service, H
Beatitude Patriarch Daniel showed that t
unity of the Holy Trinity is the symbol the

bpeople of our Church used for National

pUnity throughout the history: “The Holy

f Trinity has always been, for all those whq
fought for the union of the principalities a|
the great union of all the Romanian prov-

finces into a unitary state, a symbol of the|
union and unity of the three Romanian

eprovinces: Wallachia, Moldova and Tran
sylvania. The most important Cathedrals
Transylvania are dedicated to the “Holy

LUfrinity.” The Cathedrals of Sibiu, Alba
{ulia, Blaj and the new Cathedral of Arad

nare all dedicated to the “Holy Trinity,” be-|
cause the Holy Trinity helps us search fo

-keep and consolidate our national unity.

His Beatitude has also shown the fa
ahat the great Union of Alba lulia was con

they do serves the spiritual ruin to them asalered a joy of the Resurrection too: “W

those who follow them and participate in
their gatherings and worship. Claiming ta
serve God, they in fact under the guise o
defense of Orthodoxy work on destructio
of the unity of the Church of Christ, sepa
rating themselves in a sectarian way fron
her living and salvific Community and de
priving themselves and others of eternal
salvation. Therefore, all those who still

follow them naively should think again

learned from the unity of the Holy Trinity
that the blessed life is the life in commu-
fnion, not in division and isolation. The try
hfreedom is freedom for communion. Yet,
the Great Union of Alba lulia was consi-
hdered a joy of the Resurrection too. A
newspaper of Lugoj titled the event of thg
union of Alba lulia on the first page with
the words: “We have been resurrected!”
So, unity is resurrection, while division is

whom and what they are following, separateath. When the great union was achiev

ing themselves from the Church of Christ
and bringing on themselves and their chi
ren the sectarian curse. — Press Releasg
Serbian Patriarchate, Dec. 20.

I WAS MARKED ON DECEMBER1 AT
THE PATRIARCHAL CATHEDRAL

FIRST OF ALL DURING THEDIVINE LITURGY
WHEN THE AUTHORS OF THEUUNION OF 1

HE NATIONAL DAY OF ROMANIA

drhose who asked in 1848: “We want to

2 unite with the country” were the first who
expressed the desire of unity through a
great joy, so that those from Alba lulia liv
this union. After the Divine Liturgy and Te
Deum, they went out in the fields to affirn
just like in a Liturgy, the national unity an
lived the joy of the Resurrection.” — Presy
Release, Romanian Patriarchate, Dec. 1]

d N 2 DECEMBER2010,THE MEM-
OBERS OF THECOMMISSION FOR
STATUTES AND REGULATIONS OF
THE ROMANIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH MET
IN A WORKING SESSIONat the Patriarchal
Residence. The meeting was held in the
isynodal room and chaired by His Beatitude
Patriarch Daniel. To start the meeting, the
members of the Commission held a solemn
smoment and sang “Eternal Remembrance,”
iat the anniversary of 12 years since the
gpassing away of Father Cleopa,Tamitas
@V informs us.
all - During the meeting, the commission
analyzed the amendments of the “Statutes
for the Organization and Functioning of the
Romanian Orthodox Church” that the Met-
ropolitan synods proposed.
al  “The metropolitan synods expressed
the ecclesiastic conscience regarding the
lismportance and necessity of these Statutes
nand, to a great extent, the canonical charac-
ter of the proposals formulated. We must
take into account our obligation to be in
accordance and full unity with the entire
Orthodoxy, with all the sister Orthodox
n@hurches, a fact mentioned just at the be-
ginning of the Statutes. So, the Orthodox
Church is defined as autocepahlous, but in
communion with the other Orthodox
Churches and in dogmatic, liturgical and
@fanonical unity with the universal Ortho-
doxy,” also said His Beatitude.
The refined text of the amendments
will be submitted to the Holy Synod for
debate. — Press Release, Romanian Patriar-

rchate, Dec. 2.
OBEATITUDE DANIEL, PATRIARCH
OF THEROMANIAN ORTHODOX
CHURCH, RECEIVED IN AN INTRODUCTORY
VISIT HIS EXCELLENCY MR. PHILIPPE
EBEAULNE, AMBASSADOR OFCANADA IN
BUCHAREST.

The Ambassador thanked the Patriarch
for receiving him and underlined the con-
tribution of the Romanian community to the
development of Canadian society during
more than a century of permanent presence
in this country in the North American con-

btinent. In this sense, the Ambassador of

ot N 14 DECEMBER2010,HIs

a)

,the joy was as big as that on the Easter d&@anada emphasized the role of the Roma-

nian Orthodox priests in keeping and pro-

moting the identity of faith and nation and

in the integration of the Romanians in Ca-
edadian society.

His Beatitude Patriarch Daniel appre-
Ciated the support that the Canadian author-
Jities have given to the Romanian communi-
sty and pointed out the Canadian multi-
.cultural example of respect and encou-

DECEMBER1918WERE REMEMBERED

ragement of the ethnic, linguistic, cultural
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h

and spiritual aspects of those settled in
nadian territory.

The Canadian Ambassador was ver
interested in the situation of the Romanig
Orthodox Church during the communist
regime and in her activity after 1990.

The Patriarch of Romania presented
the difficult context in which the Romania
Orthodox Church had to carry out her mi
sion during almost 50 years of communis
in Romania and emphasized various as-
pects of the pastoral-missionary, social-
charitable and cultural-educational activif
of the Romanian Patriarchate during the
twenty years. His Beatitude mentioned
among the priorities of the Romanian Pa
triarchate the intensification of social wor
and religious service on behalf of the Ro
manian Orthodox communities abroad.

In this context, His Beatitude Patriar
Daniel underlined the need to set up an
eparchy for the large Romanian Orthodo
community in Canada. — Press Release,
Romanian Patriarchate, Dec. 14.
OBEATITUDE DANIEL, PATRIARCH

OF THEROMANIAN ORTHODOX
CHURCH RECEIVED IN AN AUDIENCE HIS
EXCELLENCY MR. BOGDAN TATARU
CAzABAN,, ROMANIAN AMBASSADOR TO
THE VATICAN.

The Ambassador conveyed a messg
of greetings from His Holiness Pope Ben|
dict XVI and described the present state
diplomatic relations between Romania af
the Vatican.

During the meeting, the Romanian
Ambassador at the Holy See briefly in-
formed His Beatitude of the process of re
ognition of the statutes of the Romanian
Orthodox Diocese of Italy by the Italian
authorities.

The Patriarch of Romania mentioned
that the Romanian Patriarchate consider
was natural to recognize the statutes of t
Romanian Orthodox Diocese of Italy, tak
ing into account both the large number o
Romanian Orthodox faithful settled in Ital
and the support that the Romanian State
gave to the Catholic Churches of Roman|

As for a possible visit of Pope Bene-
dict XVI to Romania, His Beatitude Pa-
triarch Daniel emphasized the fact that s
a visit should be thoroughly prepared in
order to be a common witness for defeng
and promoting the Christian values in co

N 15DECEMBER2010,HIs

temporary Europe. In this sense, the Romrare "living in poverty.”

nian Patriarchate and the Roman Cathol
Church are to estimate the best time for
Pope’s visit to Romania. Because the Pd
is the chief of the Vatican State, his visit
Romania must be prepared together witl]

y

IDETERIORATING.

S-

yhe enters the synodal chapel.

kChurch will be present.

N
L

Xing its activities. — Sofia News Agency,

edia reports on 13 December, the union W

néEuropean country's two national trade ur

shave a trade union and that this is againg
heéme church's own law.

fcomplaints about the pay of ordinary prie

#e Romanian State. — Press Release, R
manian Patriarchate, Dec. 15.

ULGARIAN PATRIARCH MAXIM HAS
CONFIRMED HE IS ALIVE AND

nB
HEALTHY, IN THE WAKE OF

PERSISTENT RUMORS THAT HIS HEALTH IS

Speaking for 24 Chasa daily, the 96
ryear-old Christian Orthodox top cleric, s8
he is well and whoever wants to make s(
of that may see him Sunday morning whe

ast Sunday at 9am the St. Boris synodall
chapel will hold a special service at whic
all senior clerics of the Bulgarian Orthod

The Sofia Metropolitan Bishopric, to
which Maxim is the head in addition to
being Patriarch of Bulgaria, also release
statement that he is well and actively lea

Dec. 11.

THE FOUNDING OF A TRADE UNION
FORBULGARIAN ORTHODOX
CHURCH PRIESTS AND CHURCH

EMPLOYEES HAS ANGERED AT LEAST ONE

MEMBER OF THE SENIOR HIERARCHY OF

THE CHURCH WHO DENOUNCED IT AS

BEING AGAINST THE CHURCHS CANON

LAW.

ge According to Bulgarian-language me

dfe part of Podkrepa, one of the southeag

ion federations.

In the north-western town of Vratsa,
priests said that they had not been paid
d¢ime for a long time and their statutory
health and retirement insurance had not
been paid, the Standart daily newspaper|
reported. The Vratsa Metropolitan Kipriy:
said, however, it is "absurd" for priests tg

The formation of the union follows

yand lay employees being low and often g
riving late, a criticism echoed by a Bulga
aian Cabinet minister, and coinciding with
disclosures about the amount of money
earned by the church from the sale of cal
Ldles.

Bozhidar Dimitrov, the cabinet minis
itey in charge of Bulgarians abroad, had g
hearlier in December that priests in village

c  Church employee Hristo Latinov,
heamed as head of the union, was quoted
fRulgaria's Darik Radio as saying on 13
@ecember that it is "unacceptable, immo

dhe same labor law category as gravedig-
gers and people with primary school educa-
tion.

The same labor classification assigns
bishops and metropolitans the status of
company directors.

The Standart reported on 14 December
that union membership will include priests,
sextons, administrative staff and employees
irho manufacture candles. Media reports
rdid not make it clear how many members

pthe union has attracted.

On 9 December, Bulgaria's mass-
circulation Trud daily newspaper reported

nthat the church had disclosed that annually
it earns about 12 million leva (about six

million euro) from the sale of candles. Bul-
garian law exempts the sale of church can-
dles from value-added tax.

da The church's income was supple-
imented by property ownership and "not

inconsiderable" donations, the newspaper
said. The sale of candles was meant to cov-
er the pay of priests, but in some smaller
dioceses, not enough candles were sold to
achieve this. The alternative was that
priests were paid in kind by being given
candles.

"I cannot eat candles," Trud quoted an
unnamed priest as saying.

The newspaper reported that in
Rousse, a Bulgarian city on the Danube, 80
-priests in the diocese were paid an average
ithonthly maximum of around 180 euros.
tern In Bulgaria's second city of Plovdiv,
the sale of candles is sufficient to pay all
clergy with enough money left over to sup-
port social kitchens for the poor, Trud said,
bvith the church in the city selling more
candles than in the capital, Sofia. — Ivan
Andreev forENI, Dec. 14.

1FI-HE ISTANBUL CITY HALL IS TO
RESTORE THEBULGARIAN "ST.
5t STEFAN" CHURCH, THE BULGARIAN
NEWS AGENCYBTA REPORTS ON
DECEMBER24,CITING TURKISH MEDIA.
sts The works are to begin as soon as
rpossible while 60% of the funds will come
from Turkey's Regions Directorate and the
rest will be financed by the City Hall.

The Bulgarian "Saint Stephen" Church,
halso known as the Bulgarian Iron Church, is
a Bulgarian Orthodox church in Istanbul,
Turkey, famous for being made of cast iron.
ditie parts were manufactured in Vienna and
g¢hen transported via the Danube River to
Bulgaria and through the Black Sea to Is-
tanbul. The Church was inaugurated in
98 by Exarch Joseph and marks the be-
ginning of the Bulgarian exarchate.
ral According to a legend, Sultan Abdul

and scandalous" that priests are classifig

cAlis was not inclined to let Bulgarians have
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their own church, but yielded to the pres-
sure under one condition — that the churg
be built in only one month. Bulgarians we
able to comply by building the church wit
cast iron.
In the last few years, the Bulgarian

State and the Istanbul City Hall have ma
significant efforts to raise funds for the

Dec. 22.

h
re RCHBISHOPCHRYSOSTOMOSI OF
’]A CYPRUS SEES EYE TO EYE WITH A
NATIONALIST GROUP ON MANY
ISSUES PAYS LIP SERVICE TO ONGOING
HBEUNIFICATION TALKS THOUGH HE
BELIEVES THEY ARE DOOMED AND CLAIMS

church's renovation and maintenance, byirHAT FORMERPRESIDENTTASSOS

those funds are still insufficient. The 110f
anniversary of the iron church was cele-
brated at the end of 2008. — Sophia New

Agency, Dec. 24.
I CISIONS MADE AT A MEETING OF THE
HoLY SYNOD OF THEORTHODOX
CHURCH OFGEORGIA:

1. The Holy Synod session discusse
an issue of special importance and make
historical decision: based on historical dq
uments and current situation the Catholig
Patriarch of all Georgia shall be appointd
as the Ruler of historical diocese of Pitsu
da and Sukhumi-Abkhazia. And, hereby
Catholicos Patriarch of All Georgia shall
titted: His Holiness and Beatitude Cathol
cos Patriarch of All Georgia, Archbishop
Mtskheta and Tbilisi, and Metropolitan of
Pitsunda and Sukhumi-Abkhazia llia Il. H
Eminence Metropolitan Daniel (Datuash
li) of Sukhumi-Abkhazia was thanked for
his service in Sukhumi-Abkhazia Dioces
and is appointed as Metropolitan of Chia
ra and Sachkhere Diocese.

2. The Holy Synod discusses proble
of priests serving at poor villages and rui
areas, and makes decision on some fina
cial assistance for them.

3. Those who came to Thilisi from
outlying areas for a theological education
are obliged to return to their dioceses aft|
completion of their studies.

4. It is once again emphasized that t
Divine Liturgy must be accompanied by
polyphonic Georgian church chant in all
churches under the jurisdiction of the Ge
gian Patriarchate. Violation of this re-
quirement shall be subject to canonical
penalty.

HIS IS A BRIEF SUMMARY OF DE

5. Itis ordered to form a Commission

to research materials about persons to b
canonized. The Commission shall be coi
prised of Metropolitan Anania (Japaridze
Metropolitan Shio (Mujiri), and Archbi-
shop loane (Gamrekeli).

6. Dedoplistskaro Diocese is ordere
to return to its historical name, and its Bi;
shop shall be called ruler of Khojabundi
and Hereti Diocese. Bishop lacob (lako-
bashvili) of Tsurtavi Diocese shall be
moved to Gardabani and Martkofi Dioced

HPAPADOPOULOS DID NOT BOTHER TO READ
THE WHOLE2003UN PEACE PLAN

s  Those were some of the highlights o
the Archbishop’s interview with online
publicationKathimerini published over thg
weekend. In it, the Prelate was taken to
over his perceived political meddling and
hardline views on the Cyprus problem.

But perhaps the most eye-catching
sof the interview was his assertion that he|
sdentifies a great deal with the views of th
crationalist outfit ELAM (National People’
ésont).

d  “lIfind that many of ELAM’s views
rexpress me. And if they are against illega
mamigrants, | dare to say that I, too, am
pagainst illegal immigrants. We cannot ha
-all kinds of seeds here,” Chrysostomos s
afandidly.

It was not clear whether the Prelate
isad done his homework on the nationalig
igroup, which advocates a ‘Greek Cyprug
a racially homogeneous nation, and wan
call illegal aliens to be summarily deporteg
tu- The interviewer interjected, remindin
Chrystostomos of ELAM’s motto: “Every
niereigner equals one unemployed Greek
al'he journalist observed that the group wj
napparently opposed to legally as well as
illegally residing foreigners.

Chrysostomos defended ELAM, not-
ing: “I don't think that is the case. On the
poccasions that | had contact with these fd
lows, they struck me as educated guys, t

crystal-clear.”

But in the same breath, Chrysostom
pdismissed allegations that the premises
housing the ELAM offices in Nicosia be-
long to the Church, which is said to be le
ing the property free of charge.

“This is a malicious lie, we do not ho
eELAM on Church property,” he remarked
n-  The Prelate was next challenged thg

his rhetoric on political matters is often
incendiary, and that he tends to divide

ple by adopting Tassos Papadopoulos’
claim that some people were paid off to
support the Annan Plan in 2003.
“Some truths, no matter how bitter,
need to be said. | don’t think the Annan
&lan would have solved our national prot

— Press Release, Georgian Patriarchate

heare about their country and their views are

Republic,” he said.

He was then reminded that he himself
had once said that the people never actually
read the peace blueprint — in order to form
an informed opinion — and that the public
had been swayed by then President Papa-
dopoulos into rejecting the plan.

“Of course the people didn’t read it
[the Annan Plan]. No one did. No one
knows it. The Annan Plan was 10,000 pag-
es long,” said Chrysostomos.

“Then how was it rejected?” the jour-
nalist asked.

“We read about 500 pages. Not even
able President knew the plan inside out, and
he admitted as much to me. Nobody knew

it.”
art Regarding the pamphlets that were
distributed in churches by the Archbisho-
eric slamming aspects of the peace talks —
ssuch as the proposal for a weighted vote for
Turkish Cypriots — and calling on Greek
Cypriots to reject such a peace plan, Chry-
ilsostomos insisted this was not political
influence, but rather an exercise in “inform-
vimg the public.”
aid “The Church’s rhetoric is national in
scope. It is not politics. We wanted to give
people some food for thought. You were
tnot forced to take the pamphlet if you did
'not agree.”
s  Chrysostomos insisted also that the
1 Church did not meddle in politics, despite
dbeing reminded that in the last presidential
elections he had publicly backed Papado-
"poulos, and when the latter was defeated in
ettee first round, he switched to loannis Ka-
soulides for the runoff.

The Prelate was also asked about his
seemingly incoherent views — on the one
hand opposing a federation-based solution

2lbecause it is unworkable, and on the other
hagcepting the peace talks.

“In our bid to reach a solution, so that
the people of Cyprus can return to normalcy
band live happily in the land of their fathers,
we have agreed to the talks, to find a set-
tlement, even if a federal one, though there
pdeoes not seem to be solution on the hori-
zon,” said Chrysostomos.

st “But let us not kid ourselves. Today, it
.is not a federation that we are discussing,
tbut rather a confederation, or something far
worse,” he added.

Chrysostomos was repeatedly pressed

f

people into patriots and traitors, for exanmto resolve another contradiction in his

statements, namely that he supports the
talks despite the fact he believes the Tur-
kish side cannot be trusted to implement
any agreement.
The Prelate also denied accusations
bthat he was meddling in the state’s educa-

lem, rather it would have dismantled the

tion policy, for example when he urged
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pupils at public schools to toss out the ng
revised history books which try to weed d
the more nationalist content.

He said: “At any rate, | am certain th
the students will not wait for the Church t
tell them to throw out the books. They wi
do so on their own.” — Elias Hazou f0y-

prus Mail, Dec. 28.
A CYPRUS DENIED BEING A
CHAUVINIST ON DECEMBER30,

FOLLOWING COMMENTS EARLIER IN THE

WEEK THAT HE IDENTIFIED A GREAT DEAL

WITH A NATIONALIST EXTREMIST GROUR
Following the uproar from those com

ments, the Archbishop said yesterday:

RCHBISHOPCHRYSOSTOMOS OF

We are neither extremist nor chauvinoff.

ist, nor are we against illegal immigrants
Every well-intentioned person understan
that we do not turn against any of our fell
human beings who, at the end of the day
are God'’s creations t00.”

What he was criticizing, Chrysostom
clarified, was the lax handling of the issu
of illegal immigrants by successive gov-
ernments.

Perhaps confusing the terms “illegal
immigrant” and “asylum seeker,” the Arcl
bishop said the generous benefits paid t
these people encouraged more to seek (
Cyprus as a haven:

“When someone can live comfortabl
here, of course they won’t want to leave.
Not only that, but they will encourage oth
ers who also want to come and live in Cy,
prus, and in this way the illegal immigran
keep increasing.

These are my opinions. And | don’t
think Europe wants us to have them herg
What Europe wants is that we don't thro
these people out, we don’t keep them
starved so that they die of hunger. Rathg
we shall give them the means to survive,
but not to the point of mollycoddling ther
and encouraging more to come here.”

Chrysostomos also sought to distang
himself from the nationalist group ELAM
(National People’s Front).

rand cancellation of services at a church i
wtccupied Rizokarpasso on Christmas D4
He also handed a demarche to the five
htountries concerned.

D  “Imade it clear to them that we shall
| not tolerate this sort of thing,” Chrysosto-
mos told newsmen later.

The Church has also said it will repg
the matter to the World Council of
Churches and the Pope.

Chrysostomos went on to reveal that
at the suggestion of the US Ambassador
Cyprus, he had planned to meet with Tu
kish Cypriot leader Dervis Eroglu.

But now, following the Turkish Cy-
-priot authorities’ action against the churc
services in the north, that téte-a-téte was

| shall not meet with him unless he fi
Hallows our priests to conduct services un
pkindered in our occupied lands.
If the Turks wish to have a European
course, they must behave like European
pthey must respect human rights and reli-
bgious freedoms, Chrysostomos noted.
Pressed for details, the Prelate said
scheduled meeting with Eroglu was post
poned after the Turkish Cypriot leader w.
ntaken ill, but subsequently the church se
bvices affair broke out.
ut But he qualified: “Because there exig
an occupation [in the north], and everyth
emanates from Ankara, it is not the Turki
Cypriots who prohibit Christian liturgies
tand trample on our human rights; it is An
-kara.”-- Elias Hazou fo€yprus Mail, Dec.

1S1.
A THE HOLY SYNOD OF THEORTHO-
. DOX CHURCH OFGREECE “GREECE

IS NOT A FREE COUNTRY ANYMORE and

CCORDING TO A STATEMENT BY

rorders?" the Holy Synod adds.

ly. The Church says that the country's
leadership "in practice has undermined the
real interests of the country and its people.
And on the other hand, the people behaved
irresponsibly and indulged in easy wealth,
good life, easy profit and deception. We
rdidn't take stock of the truth of things." —
Athens News, Dec. 16.

SPOKESPERSON FOR THHOLY
SYNOD OF THECHURCH OF
GREECE ONDECEMBER19
REBUFFED REPORTS THAARCHBISHOP
[ERONYMOS HAD CHALLENGED THE
hCONTENT OF A LEAFLET TITLED“T O THE
PeoPLE” which was issued to churchgoers
across the country by the synod and com-
rgtlains that the country is being constrained
-by its international creditors.
“The archbishop does not differentiate
his stance from that of the synod,” said
spress spokesman, Haris Konidaris. In the
leaflet, the synod says: “Our country no
longer seems to be free but is essentially
Hi®ing directed by our creditors.” The leaflet
describes an ongoing austerity drive as “an
hattempt to uproot many traditions and es-
tablished rights that had been taken for
granted until now.” KED, Dec. 20.

ts
n
sL COMMUNITY OBJECTED ONDECEM-
BER22 TO TELEVISED REMARKS BY
-A GREEK ORTHODOX BISHOP WHO BLAMED
THE COUNTRY S FINANCIAL PROBLEMS ON
A CONSPIRACY ORJEWISH BANKERS AND
CLAIMED THAT THE HOLOCAUST WAS
ORCHESTRATED BYZIONISTS.
The Central Board of Jewish Com-
munities in Greece complained to church
authorities about the anti-Semitic remarks

t

EADERS OFGREECE S SMALL JEWISH

emany "expect the Church to talk loudly a
clearly on what is happening.”

¢he spiritual, social and financial crisis wi

dhade by the Metropolitan Seraphim of Pi-
raeus during an interview on Greek televi-

“What is happening to our fatherland &on on Monday, according to a statement
shocking and unprecedented. Along with| (in Greek) on the group’s Web site.

The Jewish Telegraphic Agency re-

see all kinds of overturning. It is an effort|tported that the bishop “said that there is a
destroy and uproot everything that we bg-conspiracy to enslave Greece and Christian

He said he has met with a delegatioflieved was a given in our country's way of Orthodoxy. He also accused international

from ELAM, describing them as “educats
down-to-earth kids.”

But in an apparent non-sequitur, he
added: “Of course the majority of them a
extremists. And | don’t agree with extrem
ists. Some people tried to brand me a ch
vinist. | don’t think | am,” he said.

The top cleric was busy yesterday
meeting with the ambassadors of the five
permanent members of the UN Security
Council in Nicosia.

Chrysostomos briefed the ambassad

dife ... These measures are demanded b
lenders. It's like we declare that we are

country under foreign occupation and wi
@bey the orders of those in charge, our

denders.”

au- "The problematic ways of our socie

rect today, why haven't we corrected in

on the Turkish Cypriot side’s interruption

like they don't have to, since they follow

gianism of trying to destroy the family unit
by promoting one-parent families and
same-sex marriages.”

According to the news agency, when
the bishop was then asked, “Why do you
disagree with Hitler's policies? If they are

and economy that we violently seek to cgrdoing all this, wasn't he right in burning

them?” he replied: “Adolf Hitler was an

time? Why did it have to come to this? Thénstrument of world Zionism and was fi-
political leadership has been the same fgmanced from the renowned Rothschild fami-
decades. How come they used to calculgtl with the sole purpose of convincing the
ohe political cost of their acts and now feglJews to leave the shores of Europe and go

to Israel to establish the new Empire.” He
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added that Jewish bankers like “Rockefe
ler, Rothschild and Soros control the intef
national banking system that controls glo-
balization.”

Greece’s Jewish community is ancie
but only about 10,000 Greek Jews survi
the Holocaust.

Congress, Moshe Kantor, called for the
bishop to be fired in a statement sent to
reporters on Wednesday. He added: “It i$
completely unacceptable that someone 9
nior in a mainstream European religious
denomination can make such repulsive g
hate-filled claims.”

The American Gathering of Holocau

statement tdhe Lede:

“Holocaust survivors are aghast at tlj
hate-filled remarks of Metropolitan Sera-
phim and call on the Greek Orthodox hief

rarchy to remove him from his position. Wkanguage of hate and mistrust will find w4

also demand that the Greek government
prosecute him under its laws against in-
citement to hatred. Greece itself, which
suffered grievously under Nazi occupatio
is slandered by Metropolitan Seraphim’s
bigotry. His remarks constitute a brutal
assault on the memory of all Nazi victims,
Jew and non-Jew.”
Earlier this year, the bishop wrote to
Britain’s Queen Elizabeth Il to demand th
Elton John be stripped of his knighthood
for telling Parade magazine, “Jesus was
compassionate, super-intelligent gay ma|
The bishop also complained to Britain’s
ambassador to Greece about the singer’
“unacceptable and absurd” comment,

which, he said, had caused “deep pain andis All Holiness, Ecumenical Patriarch

bitterness."The Lede (NY Times), Dec.
22.

N RESPONSE TO THE RECENT ANT]

SEMITIC RHETORIC THAT HAS BEEN

UNFORTUNATELY USED PUBLICLY BY A
HIERARCH OF THECHURCH OFGREECE
THE HOLY ARCHDIOCESE OFAMERICA
condemns any such language, and ex-
presses its sadness that these hurtful wd
should have been spoken at all. The Gre
Orthodox Archdiocese of America consid
ers the remarks to be gravely offensive g
totally unacceptable.

As a leader in Interfaith Dialogue, the

Greek Orthodox Archdiocese affirms its

longstanding and positive relations with the

Jewish Community here and abroad, and

not expressive of the feelings and attitud
the Greek Orthodox Church in America &
worldwide, or of the Greek Nation. In thig
Holy Season that celebrates peace and
will among all peoples, we pray that, with

grieves with them at this incident, which isTwo SENIOR MONKS FROM THE
b Of
nd

-God'’s grace and help, mutual respect, u
relerstanding and love will prevail. — Press

ed I WELCOMED A LETTER FROM THE
GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH

The president of the European Jewi$hEADERSHIP REAFFIRMING THE'LONG-

e-
ridirs, came in response to AJC’'s condem

sGeraphim of Piraeus for his anti-Semitic
Survivors and their Descendants sent thisremarks last week on national Greek TV

@lace in our hearts and minds,” wrote M¢

n,

Semitic comments of a Hierarch of the
nChurch of Greece that have been recent

saware of the respect and sincere cooper

aluage of hate and mistrust will find ways

ncbme an obstacle in our sincere and frat

)DAND-SWAP DEAL WITH THE STATE were

Release, Greek Archdiocese, Dec. 23.

HE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE

STANDING DIALOGUE” AND “CLOSE
COOPERATION between the church and th
Jewish community.

The letter to Rabbi David Rosen, AJ
International Director of Interreligious Af-

nation of a high-level priest, Metropolitan

“Such unfortunate comments have n

ropolitan Emmanuel of France on behalf

nsentences by an appeals court in Thrace for

being moral accomplices to a breach of
duty.

Ephraim, the monastery’s former chief

monk, and Arsenios, its ex-financial man-
ager, were accused of colluding with Maria
Psalti, the former judge of a first instance
court in Rhodope, northern Greece, where
tracts of land involved in the swap are lo-

eated. Psalti also received a 10-month sus-

pended sentence for delaying making public

(G ruling on the ownership of the land. —

KED, Dec. 23.

D

OVEMBER 30,2010,THEHOLY SYNOD OF
BISHOPS OF THEORTHODOX CHURCH IN
OAMERICA DECIDED TO SUSPENIHIS

URING A SPECIAL MEETING CALLED
BY HIS BEATITUDE, METROPOLF
TAN JONAH ON TUESDAY, NO-

Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew. “The EMINENCE, ARCHBISHOPSERAPHIM OF

to be heard. This, however, should not b

come an obstacle in our sincere and frat

nal cooperation.”

Rabbi Rosen expressed appreciatio

for the letter, and reiterated that “It is the

responsibility of the church leadership to

condemn and uproot anti-Semitism.”
The full text of the letter follows:
Dear Rabbi Rosen,

at Itis with great disappointment that |

have received the news regarding the ar

made on a public forum. You are well
tion of the Ecumenical Patriarchate, and

Bartholomew himself. | would therefore
like to take this opportunity to assure you
that such unfortunate comments have ng
place in our hearts and minds. The Ecu-
menical Patriarchate believes in our long
standing dialogue and strives to improve

the Jewish community worldwide.
Incidents such as the aforementione
naddl unfortunately take place, and the lan-

-be heard. This, however, should not be-

nal cooperation.

Respectfully yours

Metropolitan Emmanuel of France
-- AJC Press Release, Dec. 28.

VATOPEDIMONASTERY ONMOUNT
ATHOS, WHICH HAS BEEN
IMPLICATED IN AN ALLEGEDLY CORRUPT

yesterday given 10-month suspended jai

IWSTTAWA AND CANADA. This decision was
ereached after careful deliberations and in
baccordance with the policies and proce-

dures of the Orthodox Church in America

nmandated in cases of allegations of sexual

misconduct.

The Holy Synod further designated His

Grace, Bishop Irenee of Quebec City, Ad-
ministrator of the Archdiocese of Canada.
He will be responsible for all aspects of the
hierarchical supervision of the Archdi-

tbcese.

Concurrently, the Holy Synod issued a

\detailed Mandate for the Synodal Commis-

sion for the Investigation of Allegations

pagainst Archbishop Seraphim. — OCA
dPress Release, Dec. 1.

N A LETTER DATEDDECEMBERS, 2010,
His EMINENCE, METROPOLITANPHILIP,
PRIMATE OF THE SELF-RULED

ANTIOCHIAN ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN

-ARCHDIOCESE OFNORTHAMERICA,

GRANTED A CANONICAL RELEASE TOHIS
and strengthen our close cooperation wiffGRACE, BISHOPMARK [MAYMON] TO
ENTER THE CANONICAL JURISDICTION OF

OTHE ORTHODOX CHURCH IN AMERICA.

This action was a response to an offi-

toial request made by His Beatitude, Metro-

politan Jonah, Primate of the Orthodox

bChurch in America, on behalf of the Holy

Synod of the Orthodox Church in America.

Upon receipt of the letter from Metro-

politan Philip, Metropolitan Jonah ex-
pressed his "appreciation for the harmo-
nious relations of the Orthodox Church in
America and the Antiochian Archdiocese,
as shown most recently in the release of
Bishop Mark.... We welcome His Grace,
Bishop Mark into the Orthodox Church in
America and look forward to close collabo-
ration in ministry and mission."
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Effective January 1, 2011, Bishop
Mark will serve as Auxiliary to Metropoli-
tan Jonah with the title "Bishop of Balti-
more" and will administer the OCA Dio-
cese of the South. — OCA Press Releass

Dec. 13.
H JONAH, MET WITH MEMBERS OF
THE SYNOD OF BISHOPS OF THE

RUSSIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH OUTSIDE OF
RUSSIA[ROCOR] at the invitation of His
Eminence, Metropolitan Hilarion, ROCO
First Hierarch, in New York City on
Wednesday, December 8, 2010.

The meeting marked the first of its
kind since December 11, 1950.

Also representing the Orthodox
Church in America at the meeting were H
Grace, Bishop Tikhon of Philadelphia an
Eastern Pennsylvania, Archpriest Leonid
Kishkovsky, and Mr. Alexis Liberovsky,
OCA Archivist, all of whom participated i
the drafting of the Joint Statement of the
Commissions of the Orthodox Church in

IS BEATITUDE, METROPOLITAN

principal canonical ecclesiastical authori

Diocese of the Russian Church was the | be expressed in eucharistic communion.

In addition, we see the need to work

here, and although there were clergy andtogether in harmony on joint projects, such

parishes of differing cultures and languag-as pastoral education, parish schools, stu-

the bishop of the Russian Orthodox
Church. Therefore, there is no question
the formation of multiple jurisdictions on
this continent was largely due to the eccl
siastical chaos that ensued after the Rev
tion of 1917. [...]

With regard to the situation of the clg
Rgy and parishes of the Russian Church t
were found abroad, there were two distir|
directions that evolved. The first was the
striving for a unified central Church Ad-
ministration which could oversee the ecc
siastical life abroad until conditions woulg
lishange in the homeland and the Patriar-
Hchate, independent of Soviet control, coy
be restored. The second was the striving
toward the establishment of a completely
nindependent self-administered Orthodox
Church in North America.

These two directions are the essenc

b es, many were in the archpastoral care gfdent outreach, translations of services, mi-

nistering to the poor and needy, and mis-
hsibnary efforts. To work in harmony we will
need to reflect together on theological, pas-
etoral, and liturgical issues which we face in
abur ministry in North America. We also
affirm the need to examine together and
rdevelop a common understanding of the
natstorical record concerning our churches.
Cfhese hopes and endeavors can be encour-
aged and advanced through periodic meet-
ings of our first hierarchs, bishops, clergy
@nd laity to discuss matters of mutual con-
cern, including those theological, liturgical
and pastoral issues.
Id We are committed to the processes and
goals expressed in the Chambesy accords
of June 2009, specifically the active partic-
ipation of both our Churches in the regional
Episcopal Assembly as we strive to achieve
erthodox unity on this continent. [...]

America and the Russian Orthodox Churdahe conflict between the bishops, clergy and We ask for the intercession and bless-

Outside of Russia, titled "Relations Be-
tween the Orthodox Church in America g
the Russian Orthodox Church Outside of
Russia."

Metropolitan Jonah addressed the
ROCOR hierarchs, after which fruitful an
positive discussion took place. Other is-
sues, in addition to the joint statement,
touched upon included the continuation g
mutual work of OCA and ROCOR Com-
missions, the concelebration of hierarchg
the Episcopal Assembly, and cooperativs
efforts in the areas of liturgical translatior
publications, and hospital, prison, youth,
and other ministries.

The Russian Orthodox Church Outs
of Russia is observing its 90th anniversal
in December 2010. — OCA Press Releag

Dec. 14.
I JOINT STATEMENT OF THE
COMMISSIONS OF THEORTHODOX

CHURCH IN AMERICA AND THE RUSSIAN
ORTHODOX CHURCH OUTSIDE OFRUSSIA
THAT HAS BEEN APPROVED BY THEHOLY
SYNODS OF BOTH CHURCHES

The Orthodox Church in America
(OCA) and the Russian Orthodox Churc
Outside of Russia (ROCOR) share a sin
origin — the local Church of Russia — and
long history on the North American conti
nent. It was the Russian Church that first
sent missionaries to America, establishe
the first parishes, sent the first bishops a
established the first dioceses. Prior to thg

HESE ARE EXCERPTS FROM THE

parishes which would become the Ortho
rabx Church in America and the bishops,
clergy and parishes which would remain
part of a central Russian Orthodox Chur
Outside of Russia. [...]

Despite these mutual efforts toward
establishing brotherly relations, the pathg
the Church Outside of Russia and the
fAmerican Metropolia continued to be sej
rate.

, In 1970, by recognizing the self-
pgoverning status of the Metropolia with th
.granting of the Tomos of Autocephaly, el
charistic communion between the Russia
Orthodox Church (Moscow Patriarchate)
ded the American Metropolia was restorg
rand reconciliation was achieved.

e, Atthe beginning of the 21st century,
the deep and extensive changes in Russ
with the renewal of church life, the restor
tion of thousands of churches and monas
ries, the freedom to bear public witness {
the Gospel in Russian society, a process
dialogue between ROCOR and the Mosg
Patriarchate led to the restoration of can
ical unity through the Act of Canonical
Communion in 2007.

It is now time for the Orthodox Churg
nin America and the Russian Orthodox
hehurch Outside of Russia to declare to-
gether in the spirit of mutual repentance

d

ing of the Holy Hierarch Tikhon, Patriarch
and Confessor of Moscow and Enlightener
of North America and all the saints who
inave shone forth on this continent as we
labor “for the equipping of the saints for the
work of ministry, for the edifying of the
lobdy of Christ” (Ephesians 4: 12). —
OCA/ROCOR Press Release, Dec. 14.

a-
I DOX CHURCH IN AMERICA AD-

e DRESSED THIPASTORAL LETTER TO
-THE CLERGY, MONASTICS AND FAITHFUL
\lDF THE CHURCH ONDECEMBERZ2:

Forty years ago, the Orthodox Church
th America received its autocephaly from
the Russian Orthodox Church and soon
after glorified the first North American
igaint, our Venerable Father Herman of
pAlaska. The Holy Synod of Bishops gives
tdranks to Almighty God for the prayerful
dntercessions of St Herman and of all the
séints who shone forth on this continent and
dikewise celebrates and affirms the gift of
pautocephaly. By the grace of God, this great
gift was the result of a long process of re-
conciliation between the Metropolia and the
Moscow Patriarchate, whose relations had
tragically gone astray, a gift which still
stands at the heart of our ecclesial life and
serves as the basis for understanding our-

HE HOLY SYNOD OF THEORTHO-

and mutual forgiveness that we are com
ted to living together as brothers in Chri
dand as sister Churches, and to sharing

Bolshevik Revolution, the North America

nwitness should most clearly and most ful

Sielves.
At the same time, much has transpired
in the past forty years within the life of the

hcbmmon witness to the Gospel of Christ | Orthodox Church in America. A most sig-
pand the Holy Orthodox Faith. This commpnificant event took place on May 25th-27th

f this year with the convening of the first
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Episcopal Assembly for the region of No
and Central America. All of the hierarchs|
the Orthodox Church in America partici-
pated in this historic gathering of the ca-
nonical Orthodox Bishops of this region.
Our Holy Synod is grateful to His All-
Holiness, Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholo
mew, who wisely undertook the task of
convening the Fourth Pre-Conciliar Pan
Orthodox Conference in Chambésy, Swi
zerland in June of 2009. This Pre-Concil
Conference resulted in the establishmen
with the blessing of all the Orthodox Pa-
triarchs, of an Episcopal Assembly for oy
region which has as its goal the “swift he
ing of every canonical anomaly” [Messag
of the Patriarchs 3.12] and the working g
of a solution to Orthodox administrative
unity on this continent.

This event, as well as the recent dia
gue with the Russian Orthodox Church
Outside of Russia, has provided us with
opportunity to enter more fully into the p4
Orthodox process in North America. As
such we have reflected on how we undel
stand our life and work and how these c&
become a means for greater and deeper
interrelationship with the other Orthodox
Churches as we move towards authentig
unity through the process of the Episcop
Assemblies.

As we reflect upon the past forty yeal
we affirm the following principles:

1. We understand ourselves to be al
indigenous, multi-ethnic, missionary
Church, laboring to bring Orthodox Chrig
tianity to all citizens of this continent.

2. We affirm that our historical reality
derives from the Russian Orthodox Chur
and that we have humbly received and
faithfully maintain the inheritance of the
Russian Mission of 1794, the Diocese of]

th  We express our gratitude to all the
®fatriarchs for their care and ask all of th

We ask the clergy and faithful to pray th

avho shone forth in North America in buil
Ling up the Body of Christ, fulfilling these
words of Scripture: “Speaking the truth irj
Hove, may [we] grow up in all things into
aHim who is the head—Christ— from whd
ethe whole body, joined and knit together
uwvhat every joint supplies, according to th
effective working by which every part dog
its share, causes growth of the body for {
cedifying of itself in love.” (Ephesians 4:15
16) -- OCA Press Release, Dec. 2.
an
n- The Assyrian Church of the East
THE FIRSTCHRISTIAN ARCHAEOLOGH
n CAL SITE IN THEUNITED ARAB
EMIRATES, BELIEVED TO HAVE BEEN
BUILT BY THE ASSYRIAN CHURCH OF THE
EAST IN 600AD, HAS BEEN UNVEILED TO
AirHE PUBLIC.
Initially discovered on the 87 square
r&ilometre Sir Bani Yas island in Abu Dhg
during excavations in 1992, the ruins arg
nthe first evidence of Christianity in the preg
Islamic period in the UAE and the site
-marks the farthest east a Christian settle
ment has been found in the Arabian Gulf
Dr Joseph Elders, the archaeologics
ctiirector who led the initial surveys of the
site in the 1990s, told UAE-based newsy
perThe National that the Assyrian ChurcH
of the East was the largest church in the

Sitka in 1843; the Diocese of San Franci
in 1870, and its relocation to New York i
1907, and the Autocephaly of 1970.

3. As directed by the Tomos, we live
as other self-governing Churches do: el
ing our own bishops and Primate, witho
confirmation by any other Synod, maintai
ing inter-Church relationships with all ot
Churches; and consecrating our own ch
ism.

4. As envisioned in the Tomos, we
believe that the autocephaly given to us
be fully realized when the promise of Or-
thodox unity in North America is fulfilled,

seorld during that period, with Christianity,
spreading through the Gulf between 50-
350AD.

“Twenty years ago, we had no idea t
aEhristians came this far south and east i
tthe Arabian Gulf.

“This shows that Christianity had pe-
enetrated far further than we thought be-
fore... We don’t have many monasteries
from this period.”

Other Nestorian churches have bee
iliscovered in Kuwait and Saudi Arabia, |
the Sir Bani Yas site is the first to include
monastic settlement.

and the OCA together with all the Orthodox However, archaeologists have only
faithful in North America become one unitunearthed one skeleton during their dig.
ed Autocephalous Church of America, rec-  Dr Elders said it appeared that the
ognized by all other Orthodox Churches.| whole church may have been built aroun
5. We commit ourselves to work wittj-the body, possibly a holy man or local sa
in the Episcopal Assembly in order to regland may also have been the reason why

room for visitors to leave gifts.
Archaeologists found 15 rooms and

clergy, monastics and faithful of the Orthotwo courtyards within the monastery, in-
dox Church in America to be of one mind cluding a chapel decorated with plaster
and one heart to offer thanksgiving to Ggccrosses, a main settlement room for the
for the gift of the Church, whose mission imonks which also had a niche for holy wa-
+this world is to bring the Gospel of Jesus| ter and a brazier for cooking, and a ring of
Christ to all the people of North America] residential houses around the settlement.

Artifacts unearthed so far include more

-we be worthy of the heritage of the saintg than 15 types of pottery, glass vessels, and

€eremonial vases and richly decorated plas-
terwork stucco, which gives evidence of the
boat traffic for trade between Basra in Iraq
and India.

m  Tourists may be allowed to visit the
bgite in the near future, with more buildings
eexpected to be uncoveredAssyrian

Church News, Dec. 16.

he
N A SHOW OFCHRISTIAN UNITY, THE
I HoLY APOSTOLICCATHOLIC ASSYRIAN
CHURCH OF THEEAST S ST GEORGE
PARISH IN DAMASCUS HAS COMMUNED
WITH THE LOCAL MELKITE GREEK
CATHOLIC CHURCH TO CELEBRATEHOLY
EUCHARIST.

The Holy Eucharist was offered by
Archbishop Joseph Absi, Patriarchal Vicar
in Damascus, on 19 December, the same
day that Syria’s non-Christian majority
participated in Eid Abraham.
bi St George Parish priest Reverend To-
ma Asitev guided the service, in which

> deacons and choir members also took part.

Anonymous faithful that were present

tsaid: “The atmosphere of the Church, hav-
ing everyone gather for the praising and

Iglorification of our Lord as it nears to the
celebration of His birth, is an awesome
deeling!”

The parishioners were also thankful for
the aid made available by the not-for-profit
Assyrian Church of the East Relief Organi-
zation (ACERO) through the years, and
gave further thanks to the church for reach-

hiaig all their needs.

n “This communing is a good indication
of peace and love between all Christians.
We especially thank His Grace Mar Aprem
Nathniel, Bishop of Syria, for his support
and blessings as a caring and spiritual fa-
ther,” added some clergy and parishioners.

h— Assyrian Church News, Dec. 26.
ut

a The Oriental Orthodox Churches

HE JOINT INTERNATIONAL COMMIS-
SION FORDIALOGUE BETWEEN THE
SYRIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH AND
OdTHE ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH WAS HELD
N DECEMBER7,2010,AT MANGANAM
SPIRITUALITY CENTRE INKOTTAYAM.

ize the goal of unity. pilgrims visited the island — with a separg

ifEopics of common interest were discussed
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and agreements were reached upon. Th
following decisions were made:

1. To share Churches and Cemeteri
in urgent and unavoidable situations sub
to mutually agreed upon conditions.

2. To publish the common understarj

ing reached between the two churches r
garding the Primacy of St. Peter.

3. To send the translated copy of the
agreement made between the two churc
regarding the Holy Matrimony between th
members of our two churches to all the
Parish vicars along with necessary direc
tives.

4. To include an 'Ecumenical Guide-
line' in the +1 and +2 Sunday School cur
culum of both our churches to create an
awareness among the younger generatid
about the importance of Ecumenism and
also to teach them the common traditions
and spirituality of the Syrian Christians.

5. To appoint a Commission to look
into and study the effects of rising Pente-|
costalism and the problems arising out 0
that.

The meeting was presided over by H
Eminence Archbishop Brian Farell and H
Eminence Kuriakose Mor Theophilose.

The Roman Catholic church was

represented by Mar Joseph Powathil, MaPatriarch of Moscow and All Russia, they

Mathew Moolakkattu, Mar Koorilose Tho
mas, Bishop Silvester Ponnumuthan, Re]
Dr. Mathew Vellanikkal, Rev. Dr. Xavier
Koodappuzha, Rev. Dr. Jacob Thekkepd
rambil and Rev. Dr. Philip Nelpuraparan
bil.

The Syrian Orthodox Church was
represented by Mor Gregorios Joseph, N
Eusebios Kuriakose, Very Rev. Adai Jac
Cor-Episcopa, Very Rev. Moolayil Kuria-
kose Cor-Episcopa and Rev. Fr. Gregor
Kollannur. —=Syriac Christianity, Dec. 7.
OTATION OF HIS HOLINESSKAREKIN

Il, SUPREMEPATRIARCH AND
CATHOLICOS OFALL ARMENIANS, A
DELEGATION FROM THERUSSIAN ORTHO-
DOX CHURCH led by Metropolitan Hilarion
of Volokolamsk, Director of the Depart-
ment of External Church Relations, paid
four-day visit to the Mother See of Holy
Etchmiadzin. The delegation members a
Metropoliton Sergi, Bishop of Solnechno
gorsk, Head of the Patriarchate administ
tion; Rev. Fr. loan Guayta, Dn. loan Ko-
peyki, Mr. Leonid Sebastianov, Mr. and
Mrs. Palestin and Mrs. Larisa Monakhov

His Grace Bishop Yezras Nersissian
Primate of the Armenian Church Diocesd
New Nakhijevan and Russia, His Grace
Bishop Hovakim Manukian, Director of tH

N DECEMBER11,UPON THE INVF

eViachislav Kovalenco, Ambassador Ex-
traordinary and Plenipotentiary of the Ru

Church of St. Mary Russian Orthodox

pat the airport.

From the airport, the delegation tra-
veled to the Mother See of Holy Etchmial
nei; where His Holiness Karekin I, Su-
@reme Patriarch and Catholicos of All Ar
menians received the representatives of
Russian Orthodox Church.

His Holiness expressed his joy for th
visit, stressing the importance of mutual

mMhe Armenian Pontiff reflected on the ex
isting relationship between the two

ing to the prosperity of the spiritual life of
our two nations and aids in overcoming t
various challenges facing the Church an
fsociety.

igon of the Armenian Church complex in
Moscow would be finished, and that with
the participation of His Holiness Kirill I,

would hold the opening ceremony of the
vnew center and offer the consecration of
Church. The new complex is located at tl

two nations.
The Armenian Pontiff also informed

ptence of the Interreligious Council of the
CIS countries will be held in Armenia, in
2011.

Metropolitan Hilarion conveyed his
warm greetings and fraternal love on belj
of His Holiness Kirill I, Patriarch of Mos-
cow and All Russia, also expressing his
appreciation for the invitation and warm
reception. He was confident that the visit
was a good opportunity for learning of
Church activities in different spheres and
for strengthening the Interchurch Relatio
B
on the mission of the Holy Armenian Apg
réolic Church, and the problems and chal
lenges of Ecclesiastical life. A series of
#ssues on Interchurch and Interreligious
Relations, and the cooperation between
two Churches in the social and educatior
asphere were also discussed.

Following the meeting, the delegatio
vkited the Museums of the Mother See,
Spiritual center of all Armenians, to view
and learn about the spiritual and historic

Interchurch Relations Department, Mr.

esian Federation accredited to Armenia af
d&ev. Fr. Arseni Grigoriants, Pastor of the

@&hurch in Kanaker, greeted the delegatiq

iisits as a means of strengthening the cg
eration and collaboration of the friendshi

s Churches and Pontiffs, which is contribut

His Holiness also expressed his hop
ighat in the forthcoming year the construc

-headquarters of the Diocese, and symbg
-es the centuries-old friendship between theith the seminarians and the seminarians

itihe delegation that the Presidential Confe

They also toured the complex of Holy
sEtchmiadzin and various departments of the
ndother See, to better acquaint themselves

with the spiritual-educational programs,

and social and Church-building activities of
the Armenian Church.
On the same day, the delegation of the

Russian Orthodox Church visited Shogha-
jkat TV Studio of the Mother See of Holy

Etchmiadzin where Metropolitan Hilarion

gave an interview, reflecting on the activi-
thies of the Russian Orthodox Church; the

relationship between the other Christian
eC€hurches and religions; relations between
the Church and State, the Church and So-
apety; and various challenges. — Press Re-
blease, Holy Etchmiadzin, Dec. 11.

OGATION OF THERUSSIAN ORTHO-

DOX VISITED ST. MARY RUSSIAN
NORTHODOX CHURCH IN KANAKER, WHERE
HMETROPOLITANHILARION OF VOLOKO-

LAamsk offered a Divine Liturgy. Following
ethe Liturgy, the representatives of the dele-

gation traveled to the Mother See of Holy

Etchmiadzin where a private meeting was

held between the Armenian Pontiff and

Metropolitan Hilarion of Volokolamsk.

In the afternoon, the delegation tra-
veled to the Vaskenian Theological Acad-
theny at Lake Sevan where they were re-
heeived by Rev. Fr. Shnork Sargsian, Dean
ligf the Seminary. The guests held a meeting

N DECEMBER12TH, THE DELE

presented a musical program in honor of
their visit.

At the conclusion of the meeting, Met-
ropolitan Hilarion extended his greetings to
the students and held a question and answer
session. — Press Release, Holy Etchmiad-
zin, Dec. 13.

alf
N DECEMBER13, THE DELEGATION
OOF THERUSSIAN ORTHODOX
CHURCH VISITED SEVERAL
HISTORICAL CHURCHES In the morning, the
Russian delegation visited the Monastery of
Kecharis in Tsakhadzor.
ns. The delegation then traveled to the

During the visit there was a reflectionMonastery of Geghard. Accompanied by

SRev. Fr. Harutiun Kirakosian, Abbot of the
Monastery, they toured the grounds of the
Monastery, learning about the history and
activities of the Church.

the On December 14, the delegation led by
#lis Grace Bishop Hovakim Manukian,
visited the National Memorial to the Arme-
nnian Genocide, located on Tsitsernakaberd
hdill in Yerevan, and paid tribute to the
memory of the victims of the first Genocide
abf the 20th Century.

cultural treasures of the Armenian nation|.

Metropolitan Hilarion, Director of the
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Department of External Church Relation$ BLESSING CEREMONY OF A NEW WING OF | centuries and from the 120 the 13th cen-
of the Russian Orthodox Churches placedrHE ADMINISTRATIVE BUILDING ON THE turies. His Holiness stated that they would
floral wreaths at the base of the monumegréROUNDS OF THEMOTHER SEE. Participat- | be preserved intact, and the old Pontifical
and prayed for the repose of souls of the| ing in the ceremony were members of theResidence would sustain its historical-
innocent victims. Metropolitan Hilarion | Brotherhood of Holy Etchmiadzin. architectural composition. After reconstruc-
also watered the memorial tree planted by ~ The new building was designed by thé&on of the old Pontifical Residence, it will
His Holiness Kirill 1, Patriarch of Moscow| Architecture Department of the Mother | be opened as a Museum. Dormitories will
and All Russia in the memorial garden off See. The Interchurch Relations Departmeaiso be built in the south-western part of the
the monument. of the Mother See of Holy Etchmiadzin, thaistorical building. —Press Release, Holy
Afterwards, the delegation visited the Armenia Round Table Foundation of the | Etchmiadzin, Dec. 27.
Russian Orthodox Church of Holy Cross | World Council of Churches and the Ecu-
being built in Yerevan, where Metropolitamenical Church Loan Fund (ECLOF) will T ITS MEETING ON2 DECEMBER
Hilarion toured the construction site. be located in the new wing, which is bein?A 2010,THE RELIGIOUS COUNCIL OF
The delegation ended their official visibuilt through the sponsorship of the Moth THE ARMENIAN PATRIARCHATE IN
in the afternoon, and returned to Moscow.See, Round Table Foundation and ECLQFURKEY DISCUSSED THE MATTER OF THE
Press Release, Holy Etchmiadzin, Dec. 14. During the solemn service, with the | ELECTION OF THEPATRIARCH, which has
singing of hymns and psalms, His Emi- | become a controversial topic today, and it

Y THE PONTIFICAL BLESSINGS OF | nence Archbishop Tatev Sargsian, Presit-felt the need once again to inform the public
B HiS HOLINESSKAREKIN I, Su- dent of the Trustee Committee of ECLOR of the truth.

PREMEPATRIARCH AND CATHOLI- | International; His Grace Bishop Arshak As is known, the attitude shown by
COS OFALL ARMENIANS, AND BY AHoLY | Khachatrian, Chancellor of the Mother Seepme persons is disturbing to some circles,
PONTIFICAL ENCYCLICAL, TWO NEW and His Grace Bishop Hovakim Manukianand they are putting all the community, and

DIOCESES WERE ESTABLISHED IMRMENIA | Director of the Interchurch Relations De-| particularly the Office of the Patriarch, into
on December 10. The new Dioceses arg fietment of the Mother See; conducted thdifficulties with the Government, as well as
Diocese of Vayk and the Diocese of Ta- | service of Ground Blessing. with internal and external public opinion.
vush. His Grace Bishop Hovakim ManukiapMoreover, it must be asked whether it is
The Pontifical Encyclical states in partead the Pontifical blessing letter on the | really proper behavior to use press confe-
“For the prosperity of our God-willing occasion of the ground blessing ceremonyences to communicate the internal prob-
mission of our Holy Church, for the effi- [ which stated in part, "We extend our Portlems of our community, by means of base-
cient organization of the Church- ical gratitude and blessings to the Round less and gratuitous claims, to external cir-
Administrative activities, for the guidance Table Foundation of WCC and the ECLQFles and critics.
of the spiritual servants, as well as for th¢ Foundation for accepting the invitation to According to what we know from the
professional implementation of regional | construct this building with Christian love] visual and printed media, the declarations
oversight, by the following Pontifical En- | under the domes of which the important | made at a press conference held on 1 De-
cyclical we separate the Ecclesiastical | Interchurch mission of the Holy Armenian cember 2010 are contrary to reality and do
communities of the Vayots Dzor region | Apostolic Church will be implemented.” 4 not reflect it. We have in hand the press
from the Diocese of Syunik, and the EcclgPress Release, Holy Etchmiadzin, Dec. 24tatements of our Spiritual Council number

siastical communities of Tavush region 9166, dated 30 June 2010, and number
from the Diocese of Gugark. We establish N DECEMBER27,IN THEMOTHER | 9202, dated 2 August 2010, that pertain to
the foundation of the Diocese of Vayk with SEE OFHOLY ETCHMIADZIN, HIS | this matter. It appears that those pronounc-
its Diocesan Headquarters located in the HOLINESSKAREKIN |l, SUPREME ing on the election matter paid no attention
town of Yeghegnadzor and the Diocese pPATRIARCH AND CATHOLICOS OFALL to these statements.
Tavush with its Diocesan Headquarters | ARMENIANS, PRESIDED OVER BLESSING We declare the following points for the
located in the town of ljevan.” SERVICE OF THE OLDPONTIFICAL RESK attention of the public.

His Grace Bishop Abraham MkrtchigmENCE FOR THE COMMENCEMENT OF ITS 1. The claims about the Government
was appointed to serve as the Primate of HEEONSTRUCTION AND RENOVATION It stripping the Armenian Community of its

new Diocese of Vayk. Bishop Abraham | was last reconstructed in 1958 during theright to choose its Spiritual Leader are to-
previously served as the Primate of the |reign of His Holiness Vasken | of blessed tally erroneous and without foundation. The
Diocese of Siunik. Rev. Fr. Zaven Yazijigmemory. people of our foundations will see that there
former Vicar General of the Diocese of The old Pontifical Residence is beingis no such reference in the official docu-
Siunik was appointed to serve as the Lo¢uemodeled through the generosity of the | ments sent by the Government. Following
Tenens of the Diocese of Siunik. benefactors of the Mother See, Mr. Berggthe death of His Beatitude the Patriarch,
Very Rev. Fr. Torkom Tonikian, who| Setrakian, President of the Central BoarI idesrob I, the Armenian Patriarch of Tur-

was serving as the Vicar General of Tavlite Armenian General Benevolent Union| key will be chosen again according to our
region in the Diocese of Gougark, was ap({AGBU) and his wife Mrs. Vera Setrakiantraditions and customs, as has been the case
pointed as the Locum Tenens of the new The construction is being undertaken by faup until now. There is absolutely no ques-
Diocese of Tavush. — Press Release, Hgliocal company, "Horizon-95" directed by | tion of anything different.
Etchmiadzin, Dec. 15. Mr. Gagik Galstian. 2. The statement of The Deputy Gen-
At the conclusion of the service, the | eral of the Patriarch, Archbishop Aram
N DECEMBER24,HISHOLINESS Armenian Pontiff reflected on the scope ¢fAtesyan, that as long as His Beatitude the
OKAREKIN Il, SUPREMEPATRIARCH | the reconstruction project. Layers and | Patriarch, Mesrob I, is alive, an election of
AND CATHOLICOS OFALL structures from different periods have begsnew Patriarch will not be held, is not his
ARMENIANS, PRESIDED OVER THE GROUND| discovered, dating back to th8 f the 9th | personal view but is a decision taken by our
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Religious Council in accordance with its
by-laws.

3. It has been asserted that an elect
of the Patriarch must take place so that {
Office of the Patriarchate will not remain
empty. It should not be forgotten that His
Beatitude the Patriarch, Mesrob Il, was
elected by the community. He is still alive
and cannot resign, and so he continues {
carry the title of Patriarch. Therefore, al-

though His Beatitude the Patriarch, Mesialty General of the Patriarch” was imple-

I, has health problems, the Office of the
Patriarch is not vacant, and in accordand
with the by-laws, there is no institution th
could declare to the Community that the
Office is vacant. For this reason it is not
possible to hold an election.

4. It has been claimed that with few
exceptions, the Patriarchs throughout hig
ry have always been removed from office
One should note that there is an institutid
that could decide things in the name of th
Community. This institution can remove 4
Patriarch from office, can accept his resi
nation, and can choose a new Patriarch.
addition, during the time of the Republic,
all Patriarchs have remained in office

hiablished any new system or title. The

beral Spiritual Council, formed from our

the one intervention concerns the protec
of our customary practices and the by-la
drurthermore, the Government has not es

“Deputy General” system has a place in

internal administrative structure of the Of
fice of the Patriarchate, and it is a tempo
rary “Sub-governor” system. Because of
ovarious sorts of interference there was n
permanent solution possible, and the “D¢

mented as a temporary solution. The sel
gion was carried out in Istanbul by the G¢

active clergy, according to the by-laws ar
our customary practices. Everyone prese
had the right to vote regardless of rank. T
claim that other candidates were blocked
thom being elected as Patriarch is utterly|
.baseless.

n In making the above statement our
dreligious Council invites our Community
1to work to establish harmony.l-+aper,
pbec. 2.

In
GROUP OF TWENTY JOURNALISTS
REPRESENTING DIFFERENT MEDIA

l \AGENCIES INIRAN, MET WITH HIS

throughout their lives.

5. As is known, in accordance with t
by-laws, the civilian and clergy Patriarch
delegates are elected. In 1961, again fol

€lOLINESSARAM | AT HIS OFFICE DURING
THE INTERVIEW, CATHOLICOSARAM |
STATED: “Christian-Muslim dialogue

lowing the standing regulations for the | should have practical expressions and ¢
Election of the Patriarch, these delegate$ sequences. What is the purpose of theol
complete their duties following the electigral dialogues, when, for example, in Iraq
of the Council and are then dismissed. QuEhristians are dying, and in other places
Religious Council tries to make its voice | they are persecuted or discriminated agd
heard by various means. However, there &s minorities? All these are happening b
a force that utterly neglects the interests pfause of rising fundamentalism. Based o
the Community. In spite of all the accusat these realities, | would insist that the ulti-
tions, our Religious Council works hard tpmate purpose of any Christian-Muslim di
protect forever the right of the community alogue should be to learn about one ano
to hold an election. One should see that | er, accept each other as we are, and res
those who presume to say the Office of theur differences. No group has the right td
Patriarch is empty are, by doing so, takingrapose its understanding of truth, its faitH
decision in the name of the Community. Inits beliefs or values upon another group.
order that the Election of the Patriarch beInstead, we should emphasize our comn
held in accordance with customary practiagalities and learn to respect our differend
when required, the Religious Council hag es.”
not gone in such a direction at all, in spit
of the name it carries. Any move to declareitness in the Middle East, His Holiness
in the name of the Community that the Of-Aram | said: “Christianity has existed in
fice of the Patriarchate is vacant exposesthis region even before Islam. Christians
the right of the Community to hold a new| are part of Middle East history, cultures 3
election of a Patriarch. By making a civilizations because they have contribut
precedent it opens the way to depriving their formation and development.” The
Community of its right to an election. speaking of Armenians in Iran, he said:
6. It is claimed that the Deputy Genegrdfor many centuries, Armenians have be
of the Patriarch has been appointed by théving in Iran and contributing to the deve
Government. Before one could make suglbpment of Iranian society with their speci
claim, it would be necessary to examine pArmenian Christian and cultural values.”
customary practices, the internal adminig-His Holiness concluded his remarks recg
tration of the Office of the Patriarchate, aplthg that “The challenge today is to build

ianderstanding.” — Press Release, Great

vslouse of Cilicia, Dec. 29.

he I SANCTITY OF THE FAMILY IS NOBLE
AND ONE SHOULD NOT EMULATE

THE WESTERN APPROACH HERE INNDIA,

SAID THE GENERAL SECRETARY OF

DNATIONAL COUNCIL OF CHURCHES OF

PEHRIST IN THEUSAREV. DR. MICHAEL

KINNAMON. He was replying to the recep-

btion that the Catholicos of the East Baselios

rMarthoma Paulose |l offered at the Catholi-

cate Palace, Devalokam, Kottayam.

d Dr. Michael Kinnamon, a Christian

iZhurch (Disciples of Christ) clergyman and

"Bdong-time educator and ecumenical lead-

er, is the ninth General Secretary of the

National Council of Churches in USA.

“The Indian culture is exemplary and
is good to follow for the world. | thankfully
remember the Orthodox faithful in the
USA, who have contributed commendably
to the suffering ones at Haiti at the after-
math of the earthquake,” he said.

“The greatest gift that | received from
India is my adopted daughter ‘Anna Kapila’
at the age of five months. At present she is
28 years old and is working as Manager of
a Department Store at New York,” he said.

Dr. Michael Kinnamon presented a
boepy of the Green Bible to the Pontiff. In-
orchurch Relations Committee Secretary
Fr. Abraham Thomas, Fr. Dr. Regi Ma-
thew, Fr. John Thomas Karingattil, Fr. P.A.
iRtilip, Fr. M.K. Kurian, Fr. Yuhanon John
pand Prof. P.C. Aleas attended the visitation.
- The Indian Orthodox Herald, Dec. 1.

HE INDIAN CONCEPT OF THE

THE HONORABLEHIGH COURT OF
th- KERALA ASKED THE MALANKARA
pe ORTHODOX SYRIAN CHURCH AND
THE JACOBITE FACTION TO EXPLORE THE
,POSSIBILITY OF RESOLVING THE DECADES
OLD FACTIONAL FEUD BETWEEN THEM
GHROUGH MEDIATION.

Advocates from both factions have to
consult with each other as well as with their

Referring to the Christian presence antients and have to inform the court of the

outcome. The court also opined that if unity
is not possible, a separation with goodwill
and mutual respect should also be possible.
nd Problems did not subside even after
bdarious courts tried to settle the disputes
remiably. Disputes within courtrooms that
began in 1890 and continued until the PMA
evietropolitan case in the honorable Su-
preme Court in 2001, continue even unto
fihis day.

Seventy cases exist in the First Addi-
[tional District Court, Ernakulam, a special
court established per Government orders, to

most importantly, the by-laws. At that pointommunity through cooperation and mut

hakttle litigations between these two warring
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factions. Seventy appeals are pending af
High Court. Various courts at Ernakulam
Trissur, and Idukki have another seventy
more pending cases. More cases are pg
bly pending at other courts in the State o
Kerala.

The court does not proposenadus
operandi to solve the cases. Clients shall
find an answer through suggestions and
advises from mediators. They shall inforn
the court within two weeks considering th
nature of cases. Who are acceptable me|
tors is also a matter that interests the co

Division Bench including Justice Thd
tathil Radhakrishnan and Justice P. Bha
dasan issued this verdict regarding the ¢
on Sehion Orthodox Church, Onakkoor,
Ernakulam District.

Unfortunately there exists a separati
also between lay people in the Orthodox
and Jacobite factions. Allusions thereto
exist in the verdicts from Supreme Court
and other courts. Interestingly there is ng
dispute among Christian priests or laity g
the importance or meaning of Jesus Chr
or of the Cross, the court observe3he
Indian Orthodox Herald, Dec. 1.

HE METROPOLITAN OF THENORTH

EAST AMERICAN DIOCESE

MATHEWS MAR BARNABAS, HAS
EXPRESSED HIS DESIRE TO AVAIL
RETIREMENT FROM ADMINISTRATIVE
DUTIES OF THE DIOCESEThis was officially
conveyed to the Catholicos and Malanka|
Metropolitan in a special epistle.

The senior Metropolitan of the North
East American Diocese communicated h
wish to retire in front of the diocesan cou
cil that assembled on December 29 and
has intimated on his decision to all priest
of the diocese in a separate Kalpana.

Final decision upon this matter has t
come from the Malankara Metropolitan. |
the letter gets accepted, the constitutiona
need will arise to convene the Holy Epi-
scopal Synod to discuss the issue. Therg
pon the Church Managing Committee wi
discuss and conclude upon the appointm
of a new Metropolitan of the North East
American Diocese. Moreover, if the resig
nation letter gets accepted, the Malankal
Metropolitan will take charge of the dio-
cese. Consequently he can depute one
the Metropolitans to administer the dioce

tha Mathews Mar Barnabas from his re-
sponsibilities with the Diocese of Idukki t
entrust him with reins of the American
sBiocese. The Malankara Orthodox faithft
fin America respectfully received the pers
nality of Mar Barnabas that was clad in
prayer and piety. His leadership was ver
productive and instrumental in many wayf
It is definitely his achievement that the in
nitiatives from the times of Dr. Thomas M4
éakarios, the first Metropolitan of Ameri-
dian Diocese, were positively guided to-
itiards perfection.
t-  The American Diocese found her ab
ades first in Queens and then after her d
gsien into two dioceses, namely the North
East American Diocese and South West
American Diocese, at Mutton Town, New
oviork. These achievements are golden
feathers on the cap of Metropolitan Mar
Barnabas. It shall be recorded in the ann
of history that through his exceptional ab
ty Metropolitan Mar Barnabas was able t
rnnspire and guide a generation that was
dborn and brought up in the United Stateq
towards the leadership of the Church, pr
cisely towards the Holy PriesthoodThe
Indian Orthodox Herald, Dec. 31.
L CHURCH (SMC),GETTING READY
TO CELEBRATE THE BIRTH
F@ENTENARY OFPOPELEOXIII, SAY THE
PONTIFF HELPED THEIRCHURCH GROW
WITH A NEW IDENTITY.
is “The Syro-Malabar Church rememb/
ners Pope Leo Xl with a deep sense of
hgratitude,” says Father Raphael Ambada
sChurch historian in Kerala, where the
Oriental Church is based.
b Pope Leo XllI gave the Syro-Malaba
f Catholics independence and freed them
ifrom a Latin archdiocese’s control, the
priest told ucanews.com yesterday.
u- In 1887, the Pope set up two vicaria

lexclusively for the Syro-Malabar Catholig
avtio trace their faith to Saint Thomas the

The Catholic Churches

EADERS OF THESYRO-MALABAR

northern America.

Father Ambadan, who teaches in St.
Joseph’s Pontifical Seminary, Alwaye, re-
Icalled the Pope’s observation about the
duture of the Indian Church.

“My dear Indians, salvation should
come through your own missionaries. You
sshould not depend on Western missionaries

at all.”

Ir  Father Alex Tharamangalam, rector of
St. Thomas Apostolic Seminary, Kottayam,
says the Pope’s conciliatory attitude helped
resolve inter-rite disputes in the Indian

+Church.

vi- “He always solved disputes through
dialogue and love. His impact on the Syro-
Malabar Church is incalculable,” he told a
seminar the Kerala Church organized on
Nov. 27 to mark the bicentenary.

Father Stephen Alathara, deputy secre-
abry general of the Kerala Catholic Bishops’
l€ouncil, told the seminar that Pope Leo had
orepeatedly stressed the need for the SMC

Catholics to follow their rituals and practic-
es instead of joining the Latin ritelENS,

eDec. 1.
I OF THESYRO-MALANKARA
CATHOLIC CHURCH THAT BEGAN ON

29NOVEMBER, AT THE MAJORARCH-

BISHOP SHOUSE TRIVANDRUM CON-

CLUDED ON2 DECEMBER2010. His Beati-
tude Moran Mor Baselios Cleemis Catholi-
cos presided over the Synod. During the
Synod His Grace Thomas Mar Koorilos,
Archbishop of Tiruvalla, who completed

his term of five years, was re-elected the
Secretary of the Holy Episcopal Synod.

n, a The Holy Episcopal Synod deliberated
on topics such as the Major Archiepiscopal
Assembly, the restructuring of the Synodal
rCommissions, the act of promulgation of
the Code of Particular Canons of the Syro-
Malanakra Catholic Church, rights and
obligations of the Curia Bishop, the con-
tetruction of the Catholicate Centre, the for-
anation of the Permanent Deacons, etc. The
pastoral care of the Tamil-speaking Malan-

D

HE TENTHHOLY EPISCOPALSYNOD

Apostle. For centuries these Catholics hastara Catholics in Tamil Nadu outside the

-been under Latin jurisdiction.

a Father Ambadan says the establish-
ment of the vicariates “had a tremendoug
fimpact on the Syro-Malabar Christians.”

se The SMC grew rapidly and in 1923

until a Metropolitan is officially appointed
Since there is an Auxiliary Metropolitan fi

the North East American Diocese, this duty

Rome set up a separate hierarchy for thg
Church.
“Thereafter, numerous dioceses and

will most probably be bestowed upon himcongregations came up,” Ambadan said,
namely upon Metropolitan Zachariah Maf adding that Pope Leo encouraged a misg

Nicholavos.

nary spirit among the natives.

It was in 1993 that the then Malankara SMC now has some 3.5 million peoq
Managing Committee released Metropolj-spread across 29 dioceses, including on

Eparchy of Marthandom, and of the Malan-
karites in Australia, New Zealand, Singa-
pore and Malaysia was also discussed. It
was decided that the Malankara Catholic
Priests’ Meeting shall be organized on 1and
2 March 2011 at St. John’s Cathedral, Ti-
ruvalla. The Holy Synod also decided to
hold the first Malankara Catholic Assembly
from 21 to 23 September 2011, on the oc-
icasion of the 81st Re-union Day Celebra-
tions at the Catholicate Centre, in Trivan-
ldrum. — Press Release, Syro-Malankara

e@atholic Church, Dec. 2.
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RCHBISHOPROGERL. SCHWIETZ OF
A ANCHORAGE ALASKA, AND A

SMALL DELEGATION WERE
RECENTLY INRUSSIA TO ATTEND A THREE
DAY CELEBRATION TO MARK THE 20TH
ANNIVERSARY OF ACATHOLIC PARISH IN
THE EASTERNSIBERIAN PORT CITY OF
MAGADAN.

The Church of the Nativity, a missior]
parish of the Archdiocese of Anchorage,
was established in an area that is the sit¢
the former Soviet gulags. Its pastor is Fa
ther Michael Shields.

Retired Archbishop Francis T. Hurle
of Anchorage helped establish the missiq
in 1990, around the time of the fall of the
Soviet Union. The city is a four-hour plan
ride across the Bering Sea from Anchorg

The anniversary celebration, held dy
ing the first week of November, began wi
a pro-life conference and included a Mag
attended by more than 150 parishioners
visitors, who included religious and lay
guests from Russia, the United States an
France.

The local Magadan choir also pre-
sented a musical concert honoring the s
vivors of communist repression in the for,
mer Soviet Union. Each of the survivors
was given a cross to represent their suffg
ing, as was Bishop Cyril Klimowcz of Ir-
kutsk, whose family had been exiled and
suffered for their faith.

Among those who addressed the ga|
thering was the first Catholic bishop of th
region, Bishop Joseph Werth of Novosi-
birsk. The area covered by his diocese €
tends from the Ural Mountains -- directly
north of eastern Iran -- across to the Sed
Japan and up to Alaska; it is 5,000 miles
long, 2,000 miles wide and contains nine
the world's 24 time zones. Magadan is
4,000 miles northeast of Novosibirsk.

The Russian Orthodox bishop of the
area also hosted a meal for participants.

Representatives of other denomina-
tions in Magadan thanked the Catholic
community for its "faithfulness and brothg
hood."

In January 1991, the Catholics in M3
gadan, few in number but determined, pe
tioned and received recognition from the
government as a Catholic community.
Archbishop Hurley assisted them, saying
that one day they would have a bishop al
priest from their own country.

In September 1991, Bishop Werth w
named apostolic administrator of Siberia
and eastern Russia. In 2002, the Dioces
Novosibirsk was created, with Bishop
Werth as its head. He is a native of Ka-
zakhstan, just southwest of Novosibirsk.

several trips to Magadan, had planned tq
attend the anniversary event, but he wag
still recuperating from heart surgery he
underwent in SeptembeZNS, Dec. 7.
D NAMED ASSOCIATE DIRECTOR OF
THE UNITED STATES CONFERENCE
OF CATHOLIC BISHOPS(USCCB)OFFICE
OFNATIONAL COLLECTIONS AND
pMRECTOR OF THECOLLECTION FORAID TO
- THE CHURCH IN CENTRAL AND EASTERN
EUROPE Murphy previously served as
ypresident of the Eurasian Cultural Fund,
foundation that supported faith-based ciy

society initiatives in Russia and Eastern
eEurope, deputy director of the Kennan In

ECLAN MURPHY, PH.D, HAS BEEN

rSmithsonian Institution and Russia and
tEastern Europe special projects managq
the Library of Congress.
and “Dr. Murphy will be an excellent add
tion to the Office of National Collections
dtaff,” said Patrick Markey, executive dirg
tor of the USCCB Office of National Col-
lections. “It will not be easy to replace F4
ither Jim McCann, but Dr. Murphy has de
+knowledge of the history and culture of th
region, especially the former Soviet Unio
rand the Balkan Peninsula. He also has 4
great love for the Church in the region,
which the USCCB is dedicated to suppo
ing. We are looking forward to the vision
+and direction he will bring to our work.”
e Last May, Pope Benedict XVI ap-
pointed Father James McCann, SJ, to bg
ector of the Pontifical Oriental Institute i
Rome. During his seven years of service
tife USCCB, Father McCann greatly in-
creased the quantity and the quality of th
gfant program.

The USCCB Office of National Col-
lections manages eight of the national cg
lections held in Catholic parishes throug
out the year. The Collection for the Chur
in Central and Eastern Europe received
over $7.6 million dollars in donations fro
r147 U.S. dioceses in 2009. The bishops
Subcommittee on Central and Eastern E|
+ope approved 320 grants for 28 countri
il the region for a total of $6,563,486.

Murphy holds a Ph.D. in Russian hi
tory from Princeton University, and a MB
from the Wharton School of the Universi

1)

Conference from the University of Sacra
asento where he was dean of the Colleg
Business Administration. He is fluent in
eRuissian and speaks Serbo-Croatian. M
phy will begin his new position Decembe
13, 2010.
As director of the USCCB work for

Archbishop Hurley, who has made

Aid to the Church in Central and Eastern|

geitute for Advanced Russian Studies at the

Europe, Murphy will be responsible for the
bishops’ grant initiative for the Church in
the region, which includes the former So-
viet Union. His responsibilities include
supervising the grant making process, as-
sessing the needs of the grantees, and main-
taining effective relationships with the ap-
propriate Church leadership in those coun-
tries. — USCCB Press Release, Dec. 13.
YRIAN CATHOLIC PATRIARCH
SIGNATIUSJOSEPHIII Y OUNAN
CALLED ON THE IRAQI GOVERNMENT

ETO ENSURE THE SAFETY OF ALLRAQI

ICITIZENS, ESPECIALLY CHRISTIANS, "WHO
ARE DEFENSELESSHONEST AND PEACEFUL
PEOPLE"

In his homily at a Dec. 10 memorial
Mass in Baghdad that venerated the "46
matv martyrs" of the Syrian Catholic
Church, the Patriarch said the presence of

-government officials at the liturgy "helped

to inspire some trust and feelings of some
@rotection” for the faithful, despite a pre-
vailing mood of being anxious for the future
"since the cover-up of the terror targeting

dpaqi Christians is still going on after such a
eeriod of time."
n

The Patriarch, who flew from Beirut
for the Mass, reminded those present of the
pleas of all Christians in Iraq and abroad,

t‘that it is the responsibility of the Iraqi gov-

ernment to carry out proper and thorough
investigations to uncover the terrorist
groups who did plan and finance the car-
nage, of whatever religious or political al-
legiance they may be, and to bring them
foublically to justice."

"We need deeds and not just ... prom-

pises, that our Christian faithful feel really

safe in their churches, houses and places of
work. They also need the government to
ensure equality in the work places, since
the Christians fear vengeance and harass-
Iment from many fundamentalist and self-
proclaimed leaders in parts of the city as
ell in the civil and administrative areas,"
he said.

Fifty-eight people died in the attack on
ghe Syrian Catholic Church in Baghdad
Oct. 31 after military officials tried to end a

-terrorist siege of the church.

In an e-mail to Catholic News Service,
he Patriarch said the December memorial

hdfé?ennsylvania. He comes to the bishogd¥ass was "a time of grace, sorrow and

hope."

of He said he experienced "profound con-
solation to witness the faith of thousands of
rragi Christians who challenged threats and
overcame fear in order to prove their com-
mitment and love for the ultimate sacrifice
of their brothers and sisters, including their
two young priests ... who gave themselves
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courageously as the first martyrs to be sgof courtesy or was it an attempt to redefii@ global reality. Consequently, even in

vagely slaughtered during Sunday Mass|
The Mass, the Patriarch told CNS,

attended by many prominent Shiite Musli

leaders and government representatives|

officials, including Archbishop Giorgio
Lingua, apostolic nhuncio to Irag and Jord
— Doreen Abi Raad faENS, Dec. 14.
OOF THE ECUMENICAL MOVEMENT,

WILL BE ABLE TO RESPOND TO THE
CHALLENGES OF AN INCREASINGLY GLG
BALIZED WORLD, TO GIVE ANSWERS WHICH
HIGHLIGHT THE ETHICAL FOUNDATION OF
SOCIAL COEXISTENCE It is therefore impor
tant that all the faithful feel involved in th
ecumenical movement. Speaking to Asi
News, the new president of the Pontifical
Council for Promoting Christian Unity,
Cardinal Kurt Koch, highlights these poi
on his return from Istanbul, where he at-
tended celebrations for the apostle Andr
patron saint of the Ecumenical Patriarch
of Constantinople.

The cardinal does not hide the difficy
ties that exist in dialogue, but emphasize
that the relationship between the Catholi
Church and the Orthodox Church, as Sis
Churches, which resumed after the histo
meeting between Pope Paul VI and Ecuj
menical Patriarch Athenagoras, can now
depend on the solid foundations of love 3
friendship created between Rome and C
stantinople. The cardinal also plans to vi
other Patriarchs and Orthodox churches

Q: The Pontifical Council for Promot
ing Christian Unity was founded 50 yearq
ago. What was achieved in this period in
dialogue between Catholics and Orthodd

A: During these 50 years there has
been a great effort in Ecumenism, and th
meeting between Pope Paul VI and Ecuj
menical Patriarch Athenagoras was the
turning point of the great beginning of ou
journey together. Of course we still have
arrived at full unity and there is still much
to do. But it is especially necessary today
deepen the dialogue of charity and truth.

NLY A UNITED CHURCH, THE FRUIT

liturgy for the patron saint of the Ecumen
four ambassadors to Iraq, as well as churchl Patriarchate, the Apostle Andrew. It

gy is a major theme for the Orthodox, and
cfor Catholics the major theme is the prim

pOrthodox, we feel at home. This is becal
sthe Orthodox have maintained the struc-

'the importance of ecumenical dialogue a
dke meeting in Vienna?
A: First of all we attended the great

was a wonderful experience, my meeting
ith Patriarch Bartholomew, whom | re-
spect as a man of deep spirituality and

noble kindness, was moving. This was fd
lowed by a meeting between the delegat
of the Patriarchate and ours and we cons
dered the future of the dialogue. In Vienn
there were some difficulties, but I'm sure
we can find a way to proceed in a positiv,
way.

b

Q: It is said that after Vienna dialogu
will focus more on the theological rather
-than historical aspect.

A: About two years ago, we embarke
on a mainly historical approach, but we
sealized that the Orthodox have a differe
way of dealing with history, than we Cath
U;s. Since the questions are very difficult]
#nd there is need for expert historians, th
Orthodox have proposed a text on the th
lfogical primacy and collegiality. Collegialit

tey. The great challenge for the future is h
im see these two great realities together.

Q: How does the Catholic world view
the Orthodox world today?
nd A: | think that when we meet with the

tures, the mentality and vision of the anci
Church. We Catholics are in danger of fg
getting this reality. Although the break wi
these ancient Orthodox Churches took
Milace more than a millennium ago, | feel
home when [ visit them.
e With the Protestants, even though wj
are separated by just 400 years, it is ang
reality.
Q: What response should be given t
hthose minority Catholics and Orthodox,
who are opposed to any initiative in favor
td ecumenical dialogue?
I A: Even among Catholics there are

think the dialogue of charity and friendsh
is the foundation of true ecumenism. Wit

phose minorities who do not want ecume
ism. But | think the first challenge in an

h
OFHE VATICAN SECRETARIAT OFSTATE AND

at

out friendship and love, together, dialogudancreasingly globalized world, is that the
between the two sister Churches cannot|gohurch must breathe, as John Paul Il sa
on. And so | think the great friendship thatwith both lungs, that of the East and the
characterized relations between Rome est. Therefore ecumenical dialogue is
Constantinople is now a reason to look atsource of enrichment for all.
the future with optimism. Q: In an increasingly globalized worl
Q: On November 30, as head of the| with a clear social economic and ethical
Vatican delegation you visited the Ecumeierisis, how can a divided church provide
ical Patriarchate of Constantinople, whichanswers?
is the driving force of the ecumenical dialp-  A: It is important in today's world, a
gue in the Orthodox world. This was a visitvorld of globalization, that Christianity bg

ftecumenism, being able to speak with one

language is a specific need of our time, in
order to address all the socio-political and

-ethical challenges. Because if the Church

does not have a single language, she will
not have anything to say to our society. This
is why the very presence of churches in
society depends on the ecumenical move-
ment. The foundation of our ecumenism is

ayur faith, our beliefs and our baptism. In

ithis sense, we first need to identify our-

Belves as Christians and then as Catholic or

Orthodox, in the sense of belonging to the

etwo churches - and not the Protestant de-

nominations as they say — which have the

eapostolic tradition in common.Asia

News, Dec. 17.

RCHBISHOPJOHN BUKOVSKY, WHO
HELPED SHAPEV ATICAN POLICY IN
EASTERNEUROPE FOR DECADES AT

IN DIPLOMATIC ASSIGNMENTS TOROMANIA
@ND RUSSIA, DIED DEC. 18IN TECHNY AT

ETHE AGE OF86.

A memorial Mass was scheduled for
Dec. 22 in the Chapel of the Holy Spirit in

gthe Techny Towers Conference and Retreat
denter. The archbishop's funeral Mass and

burial was to take place in the church of his
baptism in Nitra, Slovakia.

A priest of the Society of the Divine
Word since 1950, Archbishop Bukovsky
seas the first apostolic nuncio in post-
communist Romania and the first papal

ettlegate in post-communist Russia. A natu-
realized U.S. citizen, he spoke nine languag-

fes fluently, including Polish, German, Rus-
sian, English, French and his native Slovak.
Divine Word Father Thomas Kros-
nicki, a friend and former student, said

eArchbishop Bukovsky was well suited for
ther post in the Secretariat of State, where he

worked on the Eastern European desk from

D1973 to 1990, because of "his cultural

background, his language abilities and his
diplomatic talents -- in the best sense of the
word."

Born Jan. 18, 1924, in Cerova-

htieskove, Czechoslovakia, John Bukovsky

entered the Divine Word high school semi-
nary in Nitra in 1939 at age 15. Recogniz-
dng his intellectual abilities, the internation-
al religious order of missionary priests and

abrothers sent him to Chicago to complete

his philosophical and theological education

ffor the priesthood.

A few months after his November
1947 arrival, however, a communist gov-
ernment took control in Czechoslovakia,
revoked the seminarian's passport and or-
dered him home. He remained in the United
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States and would not be able to return tg
homeland for 20 years.

"He never forgot the kindness of (Ch
cago) Mayor Richard J. Daley," said Divi
Word Father Mark Weber, provincial sup
rior of the order's Chicago province, whe
Archbishop Bukovsky lived for the past
five years.

Daley made arrangements for the se
minarian to travel to Canada, where he g
tained an immigrant's visa, which allowe(
him to stay in the United States.

Ordained a Divine Word priest in De
cember 1950, he became a naturalized
citizen within a few years.

After earning a graduate degree in
theology from The Catholic University of

bis the council, Cardinal Agostino Casard
then Vatican secretary of state, asked th
Jpriest to join his staff.

he As a staff member of the Vatican's
ecouncil for Public Affairs of the Church,
r&ather Bukovsky frequently traveled to
Eastern Europe to assess the needs of (
olics and explore opportunities for diplo-
-macy between the Vatican and the natiof
bAsited, including Bulgaria, Czechoslova-
Ikia, Hungary and Romania.

He made 20 trips to Romania alone
rmeet with government officials as the Va
Uc8n's special East European envoy, and
when the Vatican and Romania restored
diplomatic relations after more than 40
years, he was named apostolic nuncio tg

America in 1952, then-Father Bukovsky
taught sacred Scripture at St. Mary's Se
nary in Techny, pursued postgraduate st
dies at the University of Chicago's Orien
Institute and studied Scripture at the Po

Romania and titular archbishop of Tabalf
an Oct. 13, 1990.
roperty, worked closely with the local

tiflergy and re-established the nunciature

D

ns

a

ltirement age under church law.

He remained active in retirement,
however, serving as a member of the Pon-
tifical Council for Promoting Christian Uni-
ty and a consultant to the Secretariat of
State's Section for Relations with States. He

Cathe published a book in Slovak about his

experiences as a Vatican diplomat.

During the early years of his retire-
ment, Archbishop Bukovsky lived near
Vienna at the St. Gabriel Mission House of

tthe Society of the Divine Word. He re-

iturned to Techny in 2005.GNS, Dec. 21.

N DECEMBER29,HIS HOLINESS
POPEBENEDICT XVI APPOINTED

- As members of the Congre-
gation for the Oriental Churches: His Beati-

In that position, he reclaimed Vaticaptude Cardinal Antonios Naguib, Patriarch

of Alexandria of the Copts, Egypt; Cardinal
Francesco Monterisi, archpriest of the pap-

ical Biblical Institute in Rome, completing building, which had been used by the cofral basilica of St. Paul's Outside-the-Walls,

his second licentiate in 1966.

He was appointed rector of the Tec
seminary in 1967 but served only six
months before his election to the Socie
the Divine Word General Council in Ro
As soon as he completed his six-year te

munists as a prison and torture center.
ny Pope John Paul Il named him as pa
delegate in Moscow on Dec. 20, 1994, 4
dééw years after the Soviet Union was dis
olved. He held that post until Feb. 14,
000, when he reached the mandatory r

pal

a)

and Cardinal Kurt Koch.

- As members of the Pontifical Council
for Promoting Christian Unity: Cardinal
Donald William Wuerl, and Cardinal Ange-
lo Amato S.D.B. -VIS, Dec. 29.

Metropolitan Hilarion of VVolokolamsk with Catholicos Karekin 11 of All Armenians, December 2011

Catholic News Service Stories © 2010. Reprinted with permission. Abbreviations: CNS=Catholic News Service, ANA=Athens News
Agency, VIS=Vatican Information Service, RRN=Russian Religious News (http://www.stetson.edu/~psteeves/relnews), RISU=Religious
Information Service of Ukraine, KED=Kathimerini English Daily, ENI=Ecumenical News International, L’'OR=L’Osservatore Romano
Daily Edition, L’'ORE=L’Osservatore Romano English Weekly Edition, SOP=Service Orthodoxe de Presse,
F18News=Forum 18 News Service (http://www.forum18.org), ICNS= Indian Catholic News Service.

| 5 o g e ] g g s g g 5 g g o s e s g g s g e 5 e g e s g g s g e ] s g =)

Edited by Ronald G. Roberson, CSP
Secretariat for Ecumenical and Interreligious Affairs
3211 Fourth Street, NE
Washington, DC 20017-1194
Tel: (202) 541-3020 Fax: (202) 541-3183

SEIA Newsletter on the Eastern Churches and Ecumenism, n. 183, December 31, 2010, page 20.



