FOREWORD

It gives me joy to commend the chronology compiled by Peter Anderson, under the title "Poland, Russia and Our Lady of Czestochowa".  With great conciseness he has presented many striking facts, some of them well known, but many of them largely forgotten.  For myself, I have found in his account much that is both profoundly illuminating and hitherto unfamiliar.

Orthodox and Catholics often view history in different perspectives, and so inevitably Mr. Anderson has sometimes described actions and events in a way that an Orthodox writer might not do.  This, however, serves to make his book all the more valuable; for, if there is to be a genuine dialogue between the separated Christians, it is essential that we should learn to understand the outlook and convictions of the other side.  In all that he has written, he speaks of the Orthodox Church with justice and respect, and for this we Orthodox are sincerely grateful.

As we are all well aware, there are differences - sometimes serious - which continue to cause difficulty in relations between Orthodoxy and Catholicism. Yet this should not blind us to the many things which we have never ceased to share in common - above all, our faith in God as Trinity, and our belief that Christ our Saviour is both true and perfect God and true and perfect man.  Along with this, we share in common a fervent and inexhaustible devotion to the Blessed Virgin Mary, who is honoured equally by Catholics and Orthodox as Mother of God, Ever-Virgin and All-Pure.

May this book increase in the hearts of all its readers, whether in the East or in the West, a sincere love for the person of the Holy Virgin.

With my prayers and blessing,

Metropolitan Kallistos of Diokleia.

