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9:15  Martina King  Welcome and Introduction 

10:00–10:45
Sam Cohn  Pandemics and the re-shaping of cities
(Chair: Hubert Steinke) 

10:45–11:30
Astrid Köhler  The medicalization of the spa in the 19th century 
(Chair: Hubert Steinke)

		
	              11:30–12:00 Coffee
		

12:00–12:45
Monika Ankele  The concept of «humanization» in the context
of architecture and reform in 19th and 20th century psychiatry
(Chair: Cornelius Borck) 

		
	              12:45–14:15 Lunch
		

14:15–15:15  Keynote Lecture 1

Annmarie Adams  Medicine by design: the architect and the 
modern hospital, 1893-1943 (Chair: Flurin Condrau)

15:15–16:00  Victoria Bates Feeling blue: colour and the 
modern British hospital (Chair: Hubert Steinke)

	              16:00–16:30 Coffee
		

16:30–17:30  Keynote Lecture 2

Magnus Nickl  Healing Architecture – next generation
(Chair: Martina King)

		  19:00 Dinner

Friday, 4 July

Section 2
The history and future
of the modern hospital 

Section 1
Medical spaces 
across time

Contact
Prof. Dr. Martina King, Universität Freiburg
Abteilung Medizin, Ch. du Musée 18, CH-1700 Freiburg
martina.king@unifr.ch
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Saturday, 5 July

9:30–10:15
Flurin Condrau  Patients, doctors and technology: towards 
a history of intensive care units in Switzerland and the UK 
(Chair: Cornelius Borck)

10:15–11:00
Gina Rauschtenberger  Computer architecture and new forms 
of organization. On the building history of Aachen University 
Hospital as a technical object 1960-1980 (Chair: Cornelius Borck)

		
	              11:00–11:30 Coffee

Section 3
The modern hospital 
and technicalisation 

11:30–12:15
Alina Boy  Spa Culture. Spaces of Healing in 20th Century 
German Literature (Chair: Angela Gencarelli)

	              12:15–13:45 Lunch

13:45–14:45  Keynote Lecture 3

Katrin Dennerlein  Narrating medical space in literature: 
Thomas Mann, the Chicago ‘Billings Hospital’ and «The Genesis 
of Doctor Faustus» (1949) (Chair: Tom Kindt) 

14:45–15:30
Mona Baie  Beyond heterotopia: on the semantics of clinical 
spaces in autopathographical prose of the 20th and 21st centuries 
(Chair: Tom Kindt)

		
                              15:30–16:00 Coffee 

16:00–16:45
Marc Keller  Spaces of assisted dying in contemporary 
German- and French-language literature and film 
(Chair: Angela Gencarelli) 

16:45–17:30  Final discussion

Section 4
Literary representations 
of medical spaces 

Location
Fribourg University, Pavillon Vert
(Botanic Garden, Campus Pérolles)
Ch. du Musée 10, 1700 Fribourg, Switzerland
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Since its beginnings in the 1970s, the ‘spatial turn’ has attracted many 
contributions from a variety of disciplines, e.g. architecture and urban 
planning, sociology, history, literature, and media studies. Overall, it laid 
the groundwork for a new conception of space: no longer a fixed container, 
but a dynamic category that shapes phenomena and relationships while 
itself being constantly reconfigured by them. Considering the broad 
debate following this impulse, however, one puzzling absence makes itself 
felt. This is the multiplicity of medical spaces that have emerged over time: 
from the medieval lazaretto, the psychiatric asylum, and the sanatorium to 
the university hospital of the present, etc. The multidisciplinary conference 
explores the emergence and determinators of these spaces and processes, 
investigating the actors, power relations, objects, boundaries, and thresholds 
that constitute them. Inversely, it also examines how they shape codes and 
roles as well as how they are represented in media, literature, and art.
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