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Personal details 

Prof Eva Maria Belser (EMB) holds a Chair for Constitutional and Administrative Law at the University of Fribourg (since 
2008) and a UNESCO Chair in Human Rights and Democracy (since 2014). Since 2008, she is Co-Director of the Institute 
of Federalism and heads its international center. She is a member of the board of the Swiss Centre of Expertise in Human 
Rights and co-directs the thematic cluster “Institutional Aspects of Human Rights Implementation”. 

EMB regularly accepts mandates to serve as a Swiss expert in international cooperation and consultancy projects. Her 
recent consultancy activities were related to Ethiopia, Iraq, the Maldives, Myanmar, Sri Lanka and Syria. In 2016, she 
has been elected first vice-president of the International Association of Centres for Federal Studies (IACFS). Since 2018, 
she is a member of the Group of Independent Experts of the European Charter of Local Self-Government (GIE) and has 
been elected vice president of the Group in 2019. For her achievement in the field of comparative federalism, she has 
been awarded the federalism prize 2019 by the ch foundation. In 2020, she was appointed member of the Ethical, Legal 
and Social Implications expert group of the National Covid 19 Science Task Force. On 1 December 2020, EMB has been 
elected member of the Board of Advisors of International IDEA. 

EMB has research and teaching experience in Swiss and comparative constitutional law, federalism, decentralisation 
and globalisation, national and international human rights, minority rights and democracy as well as development 
cooperation, constitution making and conflict resolution. She is also interested in law and literature and, together with 
Michel Heinzmann, responsible for the program “When law meets film”. 

She is a Swiss national, born on 26 June 1970 in Lucerne, and married to Stephan Wyss, Dr. phil. and lic. theol. She is the 
mother of Luis Severin, born on 22 September 1997, and Antilia Teresa, born on 23 August 1999. 

 

Educational Qualifications 

EMB holds a bilingual (German-French) Master of Law (Licentiate), summa cum laude (award), and a Doctor iuris (PhD) 
from the University of Fribourg, summa cum laude (award). Her doctoral thesis was a comparative analyses of the effects 
of unequal bargaining power of parties on contract law (“Freedom of Contract and Justice of Contract, A Comparative 
Analysis“, Freiburg 2000). She conducted SNF-funded postdoctoral research at the Institut des Hautes Etudes 
Internationales in Paris (2000-2002) and at the Faculty of Law of the University of the Western Cape in Cape Town (2002-
2003) where she was also lecturing and participating in development cooperation projects in South Africa and 
Mozambique. In 2006, she obtained a venia legendi in public international law, economic law and private law for her 
habilitation thesis (“The White Man’s Burden, Labour and Human Rights in a Globalised World”, Freiburg 2007). In the 
habilitation thesis, she examined the historic and current links between labour and human rights and liberalised 
markets. She analysed the effects of trade liberalisation on state power and stability and on socio-economic equality 
and compared the colonial ideology (“the white man’s burden”) to today’s paradigms of globalisation.  

Since 2006, EMB is a tenured Professor at the Law Faculty of the University of Fribourg. She has been a guest professor 
at the McGill Centre for Human Rights and Legal Pluralism in Montréal (2011), at the Center for Transnational Legal 
Studies (CTLS) in London (2013 and 2016), at the Center for Federal Studies (CFS) at Addis Ababa University (2013 and 
2016), at the Max-Planck-Institute for Foreign Law and Public International Law in Heidelberg (2014), a visiting 
researcher in Vienna (2015) and a guest professor at South China Norma University in Ghuangzhou (2017). 

 

Relevant Work Experience 

EMB currently presides the international relations commissions of the Fribourg Law Faculty (since 2020). From 2014-
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2017, EMB has been a Vice-Dean of the Fribourg Faculty of law. From 2006-2014, she has been a member of the Fribourg 
Commission on Research (Swiss Foundation of Scientific Research). She has been directing a SNF-funded research 
project on “The constitutional and international framework of social aid and emergency assistance – Embedding the 
support of the poor in the context of federalism and fundamental rights” (PhD student Thea Bächler) and is currently 
participating in the NRP 73 Project 'Sustainable Trade Relations for Diversified Food Systems', (co-applicant, together 
with Elisabeth Bürgi and Stefan Mann). From 2016-2019, she has been member of the Scientific Board of the Project 
„Western Balkans: Performing and Responsible Social Sciences (PERFORM)“, a long-term cooperation between SDC, 
Helvetas and the University of Fribourg, member of the advisory board of the research project “Sustainable Soil 
Governance and Large-Scale Land Acquisitions Originating in Switzerland” and of the research project “Curbing illicit 
financial flows from resource-rich developing countries, Improving natural resource governance to finance the SDGs” 
and a number of international research projects, boards and juries (e.g. “Baxter Family Competition on Federalism”, 
McGill University). She is also an active member of numerous national and international professional associations and 
working groups in the field of constitutional law, public law, federalism and human rights and regularly organises and 
participates in national and international conferences, seminars and workshops. 

Since 2008, EMB heads the international unit of the Institute of Federalism. She coordinates and supervises the activities 
of the international projects of the Institute and cooperates with international and national partners. She is the contact 
person for the international activities of the IFF, sponsored or mandated by the Swiss Agency for Development and 
Cooperation (SDC), the Human Security Division (HSD) and other national and international partners. She is one of the 
Swiss experts for the Moscow Mechanism of the OSCE Office for Democratic Institutions and Human Rights (since 2017). 
She is also on the United Nations Development Programme list of constitutional experts (UNDP Constitution Making 
Experts Roster). 

Since 2019, EMB is member of the expert commission mandated by the Federal Office of Justice to review filiation law 
to adapt it to new and varied forms of parenthood. 

Since 2019, she is vice president of the Group of Independent Experts of the European Charter of Local Self-Government 
(GIE). 

In 2020, she was appointed member of the Ethical, Legal and Social Implications expert group of the National Covid 19 
Science Task Force. 

On 1 December 2020, EMB has been elected member of the Board of Advisors of International IDEA. 

As one of the co-directors of the Institute of Federalism, she is responsible for the following programs: 

- Author’s Workshop on Federalism and Conflict Resolution (in cooperation with Dr Elisabeth Alber and Dr Sören 
Keil) 

- International Summer University on Federalism, Decentralisation and Conflict Resolution 
- Practitioner’s Course on Multilevel Governance 
- Guest Researcher Program (3-month stay at IFF, recent guests have come from Algeria, Brazil, China, Ethiopia, 

Nepal, Nigeria, Palestine, Rumania, Spain, Sri Lanka, Turkey, Uganda and Zimbabwe) 
- International research and cooperation programs 
- Joint conferences and workshops (with partners in China, Germany, Ethiopia, India, Italy, Palestine, South Africa 

and Syria, etc.) 
- Study tours and delegations (recent delegations have come from Azerbaijan, Belgium, Congo, Cuba, Egypt, 

Ethiopia, France, Iraq, Israel, Kenya, Morocco, Myanmar, Palestine, South Africa, Sudan, Somalia, South Sudan, 
UK, Ukraine) 

- Alumni Network 

EMB regularly accepts mandates to serve as a Swiss expert in international cooperation projects and is involved in a 
number of international cooperation projects as well as training and consultancy activities in the field of federalism, 
decentralisation, democratisation, human rights and good governance. Relevant experiences in the field of institutional 
knowledge transfer during the last five years include: 

- Scientific support of the constitution-making process in Syria, European Center for Kurdish Studies Berlin, Berlin 
(with Dr. Sören Keil): 

o “Verfassungstransition – von Tunesien lernen», EZKS-Workshop (Caux, 27. September-1. Oktober 
2021). 

o “Dezentralisierung gestalten“, EZKS-Workshop (mit Dr. Zedoun Al-Zoubi: Berlin, 6.-10. September 
2021). 

o «EZKS-Konferenz, Fiskale Dezentralisierung und Transition» (with Prof. Dr. Georg Milbradt, Caux, 26- 
31 August 2020).  

o  «Covid-19 und Dezentralisierung - Was kann Syrien von anderen Staaten lernen?» Moderation eines 



Webinars mit Francesco Palermo, Nico Steytler, Georg Milbradt (23 June 2020). 
o «Einheit in Vielfalt – Eine Verfassung für Alle Syrer*innen», Vierter Workshop für Mitglieder des 

Syrischen Verfassungskomitees (Loccum, 27. November – 2. Dezember 2019); 
o «Einheit in Vielfalt – Eine Verfassung für Alle Syrer*innen», Dritter Workshop für Mitglieder des 

Syrischen Verfassungskomitees (Sarajevo, 7.–11. September 2019); 
o «Einheit in Vielfalt – Eine Verfassung für Alle Syrer*innen», Zweiter Workshop für Mitglieder des 

Syrischen Verfassungskomitees (Malta, 8-12 May 2019); 
o  «Einheit in Vielfalt – Eine Verfassung für Alle Syrer*innen», Erster Workshop für Mitglieder des 

Syrischen Verfassungskomitees (Malta, 26-30 March 2019); 
o Drafting Workshop – Constitution of Syria (Berlin, 12-13 January 2019); 
o Drafting Workshop – Constitution of Syria (Canterbury, 1-2 December 2018); 
o Forth Dialogue Workshop 2018 with representatives of the Syrian opposition, “Power-Sharing for a 

United Syria” (Athens, November 2018); 
o Third Dialogue Workshop 2018 with representatives of the Syrian opposition, “In Diversity United – 

Jointly Creating a Syrian Future”, Power Sharing for a United Syria (Berlin, October 2018); 
o Drafting Workshop – Framework for a future Constitution of Syria (Fribourg, July 2018); 
o First Dialog Workshop 2018 with representatives of the Syrian Opposition: Working together to shape 

Syria’s future (Bucharest, May/June 2018); 
o Dialog Workshop on the Rule of Law, Democracy and Human Rights at the Local Level – with special 

focus on the situation in Afrin (Istanbul, April 2018); 
o Workshop on Government Systems, Elections, Power and Resource Sharing, Territorial Organization 

and Transition, Capacity building and training for representatives of minority groups in Syria (Istanbul, 
November 2017); 

o Workshop on the past and future of capacity building in the context of the peace process in Syria 
(Istanbul, September 2017); 

o Workshop on Minority Rights and Minority Protection, Capacity building and training for 
representatives of minority groups in Syria (Istanbul, May 2017); 

o First Dialog Workshop with Members of Arab and Kurdish Opposition in Syria on options for power-
sharing, inputs on motives for power-sharing, forms of federalism and decentralization, group works 
and discussions (Istanbul, April 2017);  

o Negotiation Strategies (security, natural resources), Capacity building and training for members of the 
Kurdish National Council (Erbil, March 2017); 

o Drafting Workshop – Constitution of Syrian Kurdistan (Berlin, October 2016 and Fribourg, November 
2016); 

o Follow-up workshop on “Visions for a Future Syria – Federalism and the Kurdish Region”, support of 
the Law Commission of the Kurdish National Council (KNC) in the drafting of a constitution for a 
Kurdish region in a future federal Syria (Erbil, September 2016); 

o “Visions for a Future Syria – Federalism and the Kurdish Region”, support of the political leaders of 
the Kurdish National Council (KNC) in the drafting of a constitution for a Kurdish region in a future 
federal Syria, comments to a draft constitution and moderation of a workshop (Geneva, July 2016). 

- Scientific cooperation on governance options for Ukraine and Syria, University of Geneva (Prof. Micheline 
Calmy-Rey): 

o Follow-up meeting on the “Colloquium on options of transregional/transnational governance: Case 
studies – Options for Ukraine and Syria”, Global Studies Institute (Geneva, February 2017); 

o “Colloquium on options of transregional/transnational governance: Case studies – Options for Ukraine 
and Syria” (with constitutional experts from Ukraine, Russia, EU and Switzerland), Global Studies 
Institute (Geneva, September 2016). 

- Scientific cooperation on federalism as a peace-making instrument in the Horn of Africa, Centre for Federal 
Studies (CFS) of Addis Ababa University (AAU): 

o Symposium on “What Keeps a Federation United?, ”, jointly organised by the Centre for Federal 
Studies and Governance (CFS) of Addis Ababa University (AAU), the South African Research Chair in 
Multilevel Government, Law and Policy (SARChI) of the Dullah Omar Institute for Constitution, 
Governance and Human Rights of the University of the Western Cape, the Institute for Comparative 
Federalism of Eurac Research Bozen, and the Institute of Federalism of Fribourg University, Addis 
Ababa, December 2018; 

o Doctoral Colloquium, Centre for Federal Studies and Governance (CFS) of Addis Ababa University 
(AAU), December 2018 (with Yonathan Fessha, Nico Steytler, Jaap de Visser, Tinashe Chigwata and 
researchers); 

o Symposium on “Functions and Relevance of Subnational Constitutions in Federal Systems”, ”, jointly 
organised by the Centre for Federal Studies (CFS) of Addis Ababa University (AAU), the South African 



Research Chair in Multilevel Government, Law and Policy (SARChI) of the Dullah Omar Institute for 
Constitution, Governance and Human Rights of the University of the Western Cape, the Institute for 
Studies on Federalism and Regionalism of Bozen (EURAC), and the Institute of Federalism of Fribourg 
University, Addis Ababa, December 2017; 

o Doctoral Colloquium, Centre for Federal Studies (CFS) of Addis Ababa University (AAU), December 
2017 (with Franceso Palermo, Nico Steytler and researchers); 

o Symposium on “Federalism as a peace-making instrument in the Horn of Africa: Comparative and 
country perspectives”, jointly organised by the Centre for Federal Studies (CFS) of Addis Ababa 
University (AAU), the South African Research Chair in Multilevel Government, Law and Policy (SARChI) 
of the Dullah Omar Institute for Constitution, Governance and Human Rights of the University of the 
Western Cape, the Institute for Studies on Federalism and Regionalism of Bozen (EURAC), and the 
Institute of Federalism of Fribourg University, Addis Ababa, December 2016; 

o Doctoral Colloquium, Centre for Federal Studies (CFS) of Addis Ababa University (AAU), December 
2016 (with Assefa Fiseha, Karl Kössler, Nico Steytler, Jaap de Visser and researchers); 

o “Minorities within Minorities, Swiss Experiences in Relation to National and Cantonal Minorities”, 
Seminar on Ethiopian Federalism and Minority Rights in the States, co-organised by the Center for 
Federal Studies, Addis Ababa University and Friedrich-Ebert-Stiftung, Addis Ababa University, May 
2016; 

o “Constitutional Review in Federal Switzerland – The People, the Parliament and the Courts”, 
Experience sharing tour on Intergovernmental Relations of a high Delegation of Ethiopia to 
Switzerland, Forum of Federations, Bern, May 2016; 

o “Regional Conference on Federalism and Decentralisation in the Horn of Africa”, Addis Ababa, 
February 2013, Report. 

- Sino-Swiss Cooperation 
o “Democracy and the Rule of Law”, Seminars in Ghuangzhou and Yunfu City, South China Norma 

University, June 2017; 
o Sino-Swiss Workshop “Globalisation and Domestic Law: An Unequal Relationship or a Fine Balance”, 

IFF in cooperation with China University of Political Science and Law CUPL, Fribourg, November 2016 
(with Prof Peter Hänni and Dr Rekha Oleschak-Pillai); 

o “Procedural rights in administrative procedures”, “Procedural Rights in Swiss Constitutional Law”, 
“Access to the Judiciary”, “Legitimacy of law-making processes”, Series of Sino-Swiss workshops co-
organised by CUPL and IFF, Beijing, October 2014, June 2013 and June 2012; 

o “Use of natural resources: Swiss cases”, Sino-Swiss workshop co-organised by Minzu University and 
IFF, Beijing, January 2011. 

- Fact Finding Mission in Iraq on Federalism and Power-sharing, meetings and interviews, reports and protocols, 
briefings und debriefings (with Terrence Billeter, Martin Aeschbacher and Lorenz Pfrunder). Bagdad, Erbil, 
Suleymania and Amman, October 2016. 

- Scientific support of the constitution-making process in Sri Lanka, mandated by the Federal Department of 
Foreign Affairs FDFA and the Swiss Embassy in Colombo 

o “Key issues of power sharing”, Study Tour and Consultancy in Sri Lanka, Briefings, seminars, 
conferences, expert meetings and reports, Colombo and Jaffna, October 2019; 

o “Key Issues of Federalism: Comparative Perspectives”, Study Tour and Consultancy in Sri Lanka, 
seminars, round tables and expert meetings with academics, politicians, members of parliaments and 
governments as well as representatives of universities, minority groups and civil society related to the 
constitution-making process, Jaffna, Kandy and Colombo, January 2016; 

o Two reports on “Power Sharing in Sri Lanka – Some comments and recommendations to the 
constitutional debate from a comparative perspective”, briefings und debriefings (with Nico Steytler 
and Maurizio Maggetti); 

o “Swiss Democracy – Structure, Practices and Trends”, Parliament of Sri Lanka, Colombo, January 2016. 
- Scientific support of the decentralisation process in the Maledives mandated by the Federal Department of 

Foreign Affairs FDFA and the Swiss Embassy in Colombo, October 2019) 
o Various briefing, reports and meetings with Mohamed Aslam, Minister of national Planning and 

Infrastructure, Mohamed Nasheed, Speaker, Ibrahim Ameer, Minister of Finance, as well as with the 
Mayor of Male, and the director of Transparency International, Aiman Rasheed. 

- Working group on governance and territorial division (University of Trento, Prof. Roberto Toniato): 
o “Comparing Patterns of Territorial Division of Governmental Power: Questioning the Scientific 

Foundations of the Regional State” and “The Participation of Cantons in the Swiss Federal System”, 
Workshop on the research project LIA “RS: Regional State” (Trento, May 2016). 

The Institute of Federalism is partner of the Horizon 2020 project “LoGov – Local Government and the Changing Urban-



Rural Interplay (H2020-MSCA-RISE-2018 Grant Agreement). EMB is a member of the project’s Research Coordination 
Committee (RCC). 

- LoGov - Supervisory Board Meeting (5 November 2020, online). 
- Secondment at Centre for Federal Studies and Governance (CFS), Addis Ababa University (AAU), 11-25 

November 2019. 
- LoGov – Local Government and the Changing Urban-Rural Interplay, 2nd RCC Meeting, München 16. 

September 2019 (Eva Maria Belser, with Flavien Felder). 
- Secondment at the Centre for Asian Legal Studies (CALS), National University of Singapur (NUS), 5-20 August 

2019. 
- Dossiers “Local Government and the Changing Urban-Rural Interplay Switzerland” (Case studies Switzerland, 

with Flavien Felder). 
- Kick-off Meeting LoGov – Local Government and the Changing Urban-Rural Interplay (Bozen, 26 and 27 

February 2019, with Flavien Felder) 
- Meeting of the Research Coordination Committee (Bozen, 27 February 2019). 

As a member of the board of the Swiss Centre of Expertise in Human Rights and co-director of the thematic cluster 
“Institutional Aspects of Human Rights Implementation” (since 2011, with Prof. Peter Hänni and Prof. Christof Riedo), 
EMB is involved in a number of result-oriented research projects related to human rights implementation in multilevel 
states and interlinkages between international human rights, democracy and federalism. Her past activities include 
applied studies and working papers on follow-up mechanism to international human rights recommendations, human 
rights of travellers and linguistic and religious minorities, persons with handicaps and economically vulnerable persons. 
She also contributed to electronic newsletters and developed training materials and trainings. Her current project deals 
with human rights of elderly persons (together with Christine Kaufmann, Andrea Egbuna-Joss, Sabrina Ghielmini and 
Gabriela Medici). 

 

Further professional experiences: 

Member of the Lecturer for the postgraduate course Psychotherapeutic Psychology (2010-2014); Academic Director of 
the Executive Master on Children’s Rights, Institut Universitaire Kurt Bösch, Sion (2006-2009); Assistant Professor at the 
Faculty of Law, University of Fribourg (2004-2008); Internship at the land registry of the district Sense, Fribourg, legal 
opinions (2003-2004); Lecturer at the Faculty of Law of the University of the Western Cape, Belville (South Africa, 2002-
2004); Establishment of a Master in International Economic and Commercial Law at the Faculty of Law of the University 
Eduardo Mondlane, Maputo (Mozambique, 2002-2003); Research Assistant at the Chair for Private Law and 
Comparative Law (French section, Prof. Franz Werro, 1996-2000); Lecturer at the Haute Ecole Suisse des ingénieurs en 
bois, Bienne (1997-2000); Research Assistant at the Chair for Constitutional and Administrative Law (German Section, 
Prof. Peter Hänni, 1996); Student Assistant at the Chair for History of Law (Prof. René Pahud de Mortanges, 1993-1996); 
part-time journalist, Freiburger Nachrichten (1994-1996); replacement teacher (primary and secondary school, 1991-
1994); Internship, Psychiatric Hospital Lucerne (1991); Attendant, Lucerne Festival (1988-1991); Person in charge of 
leisure time for persons with disabilities (1985-1991); Youth Group Blauring (1995-1991); AFS Volunteer (1987-1989). 

 

Congresses and Conferences (since 2011) 

«Covid-19 and Federalims: Emerging Trends and a Future Research Agenda? Book Launch and Discussion, Forum of 
Federation (FoF) and International Association of Centres for Federal Studies (IACFS), (Online, 25 January 2022). 

«Draft Criteria for Product Differentiation – Legal Aspects», SNF NRP 73 Projekt Diversifizierte Ernährungssysteme dank 
nachhaltiger Handelsbeziehungen (Bern/Online, 13. Januar 2022). 

«Öffentlichkeit und Datenschutz», Vortrag im Rahmen der Tagung «Das Öffentlichkeitsprinzip im Kanton Freiburg. Eine 
Standortbestimmung zum 10-jährigen Jubiläum des InfoG (9. Dezember 2021, Fribourg). 

“Wie viel Identität und Homogenität erfordert demokratische Governance, wie viel Vielfalt lässt sie zu? ”, Symposium 
Gesellschaftliche Voraussetzungen demokratischer Verfassungen”, Fernuniversität Hagen (19. November 2021, 
Hagen/Online). 

“Regional Identities: Improving Dialogue to Reduce Regional Tensions”, Congress of Local and Regional Authorities (19. 
November 2021, Strasbourg/Online). 

”The Making of World Federalism – Why the Committee to frame a World Constitution failed and what we can learn 
from its non-success”, IACFS Conference “The Making and Ending of Federalism” (28. Oktober 2021, Innsbruck). 

“Federalism: Cooperation and Competition, Past and Present”, Round Table (mit Hans Beck, Eva Maria Belser, Peter 



Funke, Hans-Joachim Gehrke, Francesco Palermo, Alice Valdesalici und Jens Woelk), Tagung “Föderalismus zwischen 
Konkurrenz und Kooperation: eine vergleichende Perspektive” (26. Oktober 2021, Trento/Online). 

“Einflüsse auf die Verfassung Liechtensteins und Ausstrahlungswirkung der Verfassung”, Vortrag zum 100-jährigen 
Jubiläum der Liechtensteinischen Verfassung, Tagung „100 Jahre Verfassung des Fürstentums Liechtenstein. 
Konstitutionalismus im Kleinstaat“ (21. Oktober 2021, Berlin). 

“Defining Internal Boundaries”, Europäisches Zentrum für kurdische Studien, Workshop für Mitglieder des syrischen 
Verfassungskomitees „Dezentralisierung gestalten“ (8. September 2021, Berlin). 

“Bicameralism – An Overview”, Europäisches Zentrum für kurdische Studien, Workshop für Mitglieder des syrischen 
Verfassungskomitees „Dezentralisierung gestalten“ (8. September 2021, Berlin). 

“Vom Umgang mit Vielfalt: Föderalismus, Rechtsgleichheit und andere Mechanismen zum Schutz von Mehrheiten, 
Minderheiten und Einzelnen”, Schweizerischer Juristentag 2021, L’égalité revisitée / Gleichstellung neu interpretiert (3. 
September, Bern/Online). 

“Fundamental Rights in Sri Lanka”, Book Launch with the author Jayampathy Wickramaratne, N. Selvakkumaran and 
Saliya Peris (26 August 2021, Colombo/Online). 

“Decentralisation and Development”, Inaugural African School on Decentralisation (18 August 2021, Cape 
Town/Online). 

“Developmental local government’: What is its nature and are there pre-conditions for local authorities to deliver on 
that mandate”, Panel discussion with Zemelak Ayele, Prof Jaap de Visser and Eva Maria Belser, facilitated by Solomon 
Nigussie, Inaugural African School on Decentralisation (18 August 2021, Cape Town/Online). 

 “Decentralisation in all its Forms and Dimensions”, Webinar EZKS (12 August 2021, Berlin/Online). 

“Federalism and Crisis Management – A Constitutional Perspective”, Lessons from Covid‐19 - Public acceptance of 
measures to prevent and mitigate crises - A discussion about science, politics and science politics, Schweizerischer 
Wissenschaftsrat SWR (11. August 2021, Bern). 

“Intergovernmental Relations”, Panel, IPSA World Congress (14 July 2021, Lissabon/Online). 

“The Trend do Federalism and Decentralisation in the Arab World”, Round Table “Emerging Federal Systems in the Post-
Cold War Era", IPSA World Congress 2021 (10 July 2021, Lissabon/Online). 

“Dezentralisierungsdebatten in Syrien” (zusammen mit Zedoun al-Zoubi), Webinar EZKS (25 June 2021, Berlin/Online).  

“Föderalismus und Schweizer Europapolitik”, Europa Seminare 2021 (10 June 2021, Zürich/Online). 

“Federal Experiences from Europe”, Tackling Crisis of Governance through Multi-level Governance in the Horn, Centre 
for Federalism and Governance Studies, Addis Ababa University (6 April 2021, Addis Ababa/Online). 

“The Failed Attempt to Impose Federalism on Iraq – and its Shadow on Syria”, Colloquium CTLS 2021 (25 March 2021, 
London/Online). 

“Federalism as a Means of Building a Multinational Democratic Society: The Case of Switzerland”, Transformative 
potential of the Euro-Atlantic processes in Bosnia and Herzegovina (18 March 2021, Neum/Online). 

“Auswirkungen der Grundrechte auf private Anbieter”, Runder Tisch der Eidgenössischen Kommission für 
Konsumentenfragen (EKK), «Konsumentenrechte: Zugang zu Gütern und Dienstleistungen in Coronazeiten» (15. März 
2021, Bern/Online). 

“`Third Partner Federalism` - The Status of Local Government in Federal Relations”, Winter School on Federalism and 
Governance 2021, Federalism and Local Self-Government (2 February, Innsbruck/Bozen/Online). 

“Föderalismus”, COVID-19 und öffentliches Recht/COVID-19 et droit public, Schweizerische Tagung der 
Staatsrechtlerinnen und Staatsrechtler/Journée suisse des professeures et professeurs de droit public, (4. Dezember 
2020, Fribourg/Online). 

Verfassungsrecht, Alumni Ius FRILEX Service Pack 2020, 4 Dezember 2020, verfügbar auf  
https://www3.unifr.ch/ius/fr/faculte/alumnifrilex/. 

LoGov – Local Government and the Changing Urban-Rural Interplay, Research Coordination Committee, Third Meeting, 
3 December 2020, online. 

Grand débat/Grosse Debatte, Nos libertés aux soins intensifs?/Freiheiten auf der Intensivstation?, Podiumsdiskussion, 
Fribourg/Online, 2. Dezember 2020. 

https://www3.unifr.ch/ius/fr/faculte/alumnifrilex/


NRP 73 ‘Sustainable Trade Relations for Diversified Food Systems’, 2nd Internal Workshop, Online, 1 December 2020. 

“State Constitutions in Action: the Case of the Cantons in Switzerland”, Myanmar Federalism Leadership Program 2020, 
Online (29 November 2020). 

“Multitier- Constitutionalism and Constitutional Hierarchies”, Myanmar Federalism Leadership Program 2020, Online 
(28 November 2020). 

International Expert Round Table (with Elisabeth Alber, Paul Anderson, Andrew Harding, and Soeren Keil), Myanmar 
Federalism Leadership Program 2020, Online (26 November 2020). 

“Federalism in Practice: Institutions, Competences and Finances”, Myanmar Federalism Leadership Program 2020, 
Online (24 November 2020). 

“Federalism as a tool of conflict resolution”, School of International Studies (Trento, 10 November 2020). 

«Zölle, Steuern und Gebühren: Die Finanzierung multilateraler Staaten», EZKS-Konferenz, Fiskale Dezentralisierung und 
Transition» (Caux, 28 August 2020). 

«Finanzausgleich und Finanztransfer: Wie gleich sollen Regionen und Kommunen sein?», EZKS-Konferenz, Fiskale 
Dezentralisierung und Transition» (Caux, 27 August 2020). 

«Einführung in verschiedene Formen der Dezentralisierung», EZKS-Konferenz, Fiskale Dezentralisierung und Transition» 
(Caux, 27 August 2020). 

”Times of Crisis! Is Federalism in Peril? The role and impact of federalism on an effective crisis management”, Online 
Panel with Eva Maria Belser, Hans Schoemaker and André Duvillard, moderated by Michael Rauchenstein (2 July 2020). 

”Covid-19 und Dezentralisierung - Was kann Syrien von anderen Staaten lernen? ” Webinar mit Francesco Palermo, Nico 
Steytler, Georg Milbradt (23 June 2020). 

“The impact of the Covid 19 pandemic on federal dynamics: Swiss case study”, Federalism and Covid 19 Webinar, co-
organised by the Groupe de recherche sur les sociétés plurinationales (GRSP)and the Peter MacKell Chair in Federalism 
(McGill), (20 May 2020). 

„Federalism and Language“, Winter School on Federalism and Language 2020 (Innsbruck, 18. Februar 2020). 

3rd Programme Conference of NRP 73 (Murten 13. Februar 2020). 

SECO Meeting NFP 73, Sustainable Trade Relations for Diversified Food Systems, zusammen mit Elisabeht Bürgi und 
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(UPR) des UNO-Menschenrechtsrates, Atelier Institutionelle Fragen (Bern, 24 January 2012). 

“Human Rights and Human Rights Protection” (Freiburg, 5 December 2011). 

“Constitutionalism and Constitution-Making” (Freiburg, 5 December 2011). 

„Die Option für die Armen als Aufgabe der Wissenschaften an den Universitäten“ (Freiburg, 2 December 2011). 

„Constitutional Guarantees of Women Workers Rights” (Ramallah, 29. November 2011). 

„Föderalismus und Migrationspolitik“ (Bern 27 October 2011). 

„Bildungspolitik in Föderalstaaten und der Europäischen Union im Vergleich: Does Federalism Matter?“ Länderbericht 
Schweiz (Tübingen, 13 October 2011). 

Seminar zu den Empfehlungen des UNO Ausschusses für wirtschaftliche, soziale und kulturelle Rechte an die Schweiz 
(Bern, 5 October 2011). 

„Constitution-Making Processes“ (Vinh Yen, 30 September 2011). 

“Constitutionalism and Human Rights“ (Hanoi, 1 October 2011). 

“Demokratie und Rechtsstaatlichkeit“ (Freiburg, 28 September 2011). 

„The Implementation of Political Rights in Switzerland“, OECD Needs Assessment Mission (Bern, 5 July 2011). 

„Föderalismus und Dezentralisierung in der Schweiz“, Swiss-Ukranian Decentralization Support Program (St. Gallen, 4 
July 2011). 

„Femmes et droits de l’homme“ (Geneva, 16 June 2011). 

„Eine rechtliche Sicht auf die Biomedizin“ (Freiburg, 2 May 2011). 



„Social and Labour Law“ (Freiburg, 11 April 2011). 

“Die soziale Verantwortung der Unternehmen“ (Bern, 31 March 2011). 

„Internationale Menschen- und Arbeitsrechte“ (Freiburg, 8 March 2011). 

“Use of natural resources: Swiss cases” (Beijing, 25 January 2011). 

 

Scholarships, Awards and Memberships 

Federalism Prize 2019 (ch foundation); Scholarship of the Swiss Foundation of Scientific Research (July 2000-June 2003); 
Vigener Award for outstanding doctoral thesis (July 2002), Award for best summa cum laude Licentiate (July 1996); 
Award for best Matura Diploma (June 1991); Certificate of Honour of the Hibbing High School (May 1988); Member of 
the National Honour Society of Secondary Schools, Hibbing Chapter (May 1988). 

Since 2016, EMB is a member of the board of the Institute for Law and Religion (http://www.unifr.ch) and of the Swiss 
Centre for Islam and Society (http://www.unifr.ch). Since 2017, she is a member of the board of the Institute for 
European Law (https://www.unifr.ch/ius/euroinstitut_de/home) and member of the scientific committee of the 
Institute for Comparative Federalism at Eurac Research (Bozen). From 2011-2016, she has been a member of the board 
of the Interdisciplinary Institute for Ethics and Human Rights. Since 2017, she is member of the board of the 
“Observatoire de la diversité et des droits cultures”. 

At the Fribourg law faculty, EMB is member of the Commission on International Relations (since 2011), member of the 
Commission on Equivalences (since 2014) and of the Teaching Commission (since 2017). From 2014-2017, she was a 
vice-dean of the law faculty and president of the Library Commission. 

EMB is also member of the Swiss and German Association of Constitutional Lawyers and International Commission of 
Jurists and a number of other professional associations and has been a board member of Caritas Switzerland (2008–
2015). 

She is co-editor of the book series “Federalism and Internal Conflicts” with Soeren Keil (Palgrave) and member of the 
Editorial Board of the book series “Studies in Territorial and Cultural Diversity Governance”, edited by Francesco 
Palermo and Josef Marko (Brill/Nijhoff). 

 

Languages 

German (native language), French (very good), English (very good), Spanish (basic), Latin, Ancient Greek  
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Publications Eva Maria Belser 

Language Policy in Federal and Devolved Countries:  Current Debates and Potential Changes – Switzerland (with Simon 
Mazid), forthcoming. 

Learning from Iraq? Debates on Federalism and Decentralisation for post-war Syria (with Sören Keil), forthcoming. 

Der grundrechtliche Anspruch auf Zugang zu Information und Dokumenten, Ein Blick auf das Freiburger InfoG aus der 
Perspektive der Rechte Einzelner (mit Géraldine Catillaz), im Erscheinen. 

Engagement of Swiss Courts with International Law, Looking at the Swiss Federal Supreme Court and its Ways of Dealing 
with Conflicts between Domestic Law and International Human Rights Guarantees (with Rekha Oleschak-Pillai), 
forthcoming. 

The Turn to Global Constitutionalism at the WTO and its Impact on African Constitutionalism (forthcoming). 

Managing the Coronavirus Pandemic in Switzerland: How Federalism Went into Emergency Mode and Struggled to Get 
out of, in: Nico Steytler (ed.), Comparative Federalism and Covid-19, Combating the Pandemic, London/New York, 2022, 
124-141. 

Der Schweizer Föderalismus in Zeiten der Pandemie: Wie krisenfest ist die vertikale Gewaltenteilung? (mit Simon 
Mazidi), in: Europäisches Zentrum für Föderalismus-Forschung Tübingen (EZFF) (Hrgs.), Jahrbuch des Föderalismus 
2021, Föderalismus, Subsidiarität und Regionen in Europa, Baden-Baden 2021, 67-84. 

Direkte und deliberative Demokratien der Schweiz, Vom Volk, das nicht nur mitredet, sondern entscheidet und dennoch 
nicht immer das letzte Wort haben sollte, in: Elisabeth Alber/Carolin Zwilling (Hrsg.), Von Government zu Governance, 
Direkte und deliberative Demokratie in europäischen Mehrebenensystemen, Bozen 2021, 127–164. 

Existierte die Schweiz während der Pandemie? Die Eigenheiten der Schweiz und ihre Eignung für den Krisenfall, in: Frank 
Rühli/Andreas Thier (Hrsg.), Weissbuch Corona, Die Schweiz nach der Pandemie, Befunde – Erkenntnisse – Perspektiven, 
Basel 2021, 95-102. 

Von Tunesien lernen – Einige Erkenntnisse für den syrischen Verfassungsprozess, Berlin 2021 (online). 

Subnational Constitutionalism in Switzerland – A Sleeping Beauty Awaiting to be Kissed, in: Patricia Popelier, Giacomo 
Delledonne, Nicholas Aroney (eds.), The Routledge Handbook of Subnational Constitutions and Constitutionalism, 
London 2021, 252-269. 

Grundrechte II: Die einzelnen Grundrechte (mit Bernhard Waldmann), Zürich/Basel/Genf 2021. 

Grundrechte I: Die allgemeinen Grundrechtslehren (mit Bernhard Waldmann), Zürich/Basel/Genf 2021. 

Vom Umgang mit Gleichheit und Vielfalt im Föderalismus, im Rechtsstaat und in der Demokratie, Schweizerischer 
Justistentag 2021 «Gleichstellung neu interpretiert», ZSR 140 (2021) II, 5-117. 

Introduction (with Lawrence Zünd), in: Eva Maria Belser/Thea Bächler/Sandra Egli/Lawrence Zünd (eds.), The Principle 
of Equality, Reconciling Autonomy with Equal Rights and Opportunities, Leiden and Boston 2021, 1-9. 

Why the Affection of Federalism for Human Rights Is Unrequited and How the Relationship could be improved, in: Eva 
Maria Belser/Thea Bächler/Sandra Egli/Lawrence Zünd (eds.), The Principle of Equality, Reconciling Autonomy with 
Equal Rights and Opportunities, Leiden and Boston 2021, Chapter 3, 62-98. 

Concluding Remarks, in: Eva Maria Belser/Thea Bächler/Sandra Egli/Lawrence Zünd (eds.), The Principle of Equality, 
Reconciling Autonomy with Equal Rights and Opportunities, Leiden and Boston 2021, 415-428. 

Regionalism – Italian Lessons Offered to Complex States Seeking Legitimate and Effective Governance while Being 
Reluctant to Federalism, Concluding Remarks, in: Erika Arban/Guiseppe Martinico/Francesco Palermo (eds.), Federalism 
and Constitutional Law: The Italian Contribution to Comparative Regionalism, New York 2021, 206-218. 

Den Schutz der Arbeitsnehmer gewährleisten/What can the employee do if the employer does not comply with the 
protective measures (or plans)? Policy brief of the National COVID-19 Science Task Force (NCS-TF), March 2021, available 
at https://ncs-tf.ch/de/policy-briefs. 

Festlegen der Priorisierung des Zugangs zu Impfstoffen/Covid-19 Vaccines: Process to determine priority and allocation 
& National and International Responsibilities for Access, Policy brief of the National COVID-19 Science Task Force (NCS-
TF), March 2021, available at https://ncs-tf.ch/de/policy-briefs.  

Recht auf Umwelt, Eine Untersuchung der geplanten Anerkennung eines Rechts auf Umwelt durch die UN und ihrer 
Folgen für die Schweiz, Gutachten zuhanden der Abteilung für menschliche Sicherheit des Eidgenössischen 
Departements für auswärtige Angelegenheiten (zusammen mit Thea Bächler und Sandra Egli), 169 Seiten, SKMR 2021 
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(available at https://www.skmr.ch/cms/upload/pdf/2021/210504_Studie_Umweltrecht_final.pdf). 

When direct democracy trumps human rights: Unveiling the Swiss “Burqa Ban” (with Simon Mazidi), Voices from the 
Field, International IDEA, Constitutionnet 2021, https://constitutionnet.org/news/when-direct-democracy-trumps-
human-rights-unveiling-swiss-burqa-ban. 

Ethische, rechtliche und gesellschaftliche Aspekte der Ungleichbehandlung von gegen COVID-19 Geimpften und Nicht-
Geimpften/Requiring proof of Covid-19 vaccination (Vaccine “Passports” / ”Certificates”): Key ethical, legal, and social 
issues, Policy brief of the National COVID-19 Science Task Force (NCS-TF), February 2021, available at https://ncs-
tf.ch/de/policy-briefs.  

Einheit und Vielfalt in Zeiten der Pandemie – ein föderalistischer Rückblick auf ein besonderes Jahr, Newsletter IFF 
1/2021, verfügbar auf https://www.unifr.ch/federalism/de/assets/public/files/ Newsletter/IFF/3_Einheit%20und%20 
Vielfalt%20in%20Zeiten%20der%20Pandemie.pdf. 

Umgang mit Corona-Leugnung/Responses to Corona denial, Policy brief of the National COVID-19 Science Task Force 
(NCS-TF), February 2021, available at https://ncs-tf.ch/de/policy-briefs. 

Masken sind ein essentielles Gut/Masks as an essential good?, Policy brief of the National COVID-19 Science Task Force 
(NCS-TF), January 2021, available at https://ncs-tf.ch/de/policy-briefs. 

Fehlurteile 2020: «Ein politischer Entscheid?» (zusammen mit Christopher Gert und Kurt Pärli), plädoyer 1/2021, 73-74. 

Collecting and Processing Data related to the Use of the SwissCovid App, Policy brief of the National COVID-19 Science 
Task Force (NCS-TF), October 2020, available at https://ncs-tf.ch/de/policy-briefs. 

Der Konstitutionalismus im nationalen und globalen Kontext: Warum nationale Verfassungen zu feiern sind und globaler 
Konstitutionalismus zu fordern bleibt, in: Peter Bussjäger/Anna Gamber/Arno Kahl (eds.), 100 Jahre Bundes-
Verfassungsgesetz, Verfassung und Verfassungswandel im nationalen und internationalen Kontext, Wien 2020, (mit 
Simon Mazidi), 21-47. 

Collecting and Processing Data related to the Use of the SwissCovid App, Policy brief of the National COVID-19 Science 
Task Force (NCS-TF), available at https://ncs-tf.ch/de/policy-briefs.  

Das Grundrecht auf Sozialhilfe – Von der Notwendigkeit, ein ungeschriebenes Grundrecht anzuerkennen, das über das 
Recht auf Hilfe in Notlagen hinausgeht, Zentralblatt (ZBl) 9/2020, 463-488 (mit Thea Bächer). 

Ensemble, dans la même direction : relations intergouvernementales et élaboration horizontale du droit par les cantons 
suisses (traduction : Dave Guénette), in: Alain-G. Gagnon/Johanne Poirier (eds.), L’avenir du fédéralisme canadien, 
Acteurs et institutions, Laval 2020, 261-302, available at https://www.pulaval.com/produit/l-avenir-du-federalisme-
canadien-acteurs-et-institutions.  

Heading Together – Intergovernmental Relations and Horizontal Law-making by Swiss Cantons, in: Alain-G. 
Gagnon/Johanne Poirier (eds.), Canadian Federalism and Its Future: Actors and Institutions, Monreal & 
Kingston/London/Chicago 2020, 251-290. 

A Failure of Conflict Resolution Rather than a Failure of Federalism? The Case of Iraq, Ethnopolitics, Volume 19, 2020 - 
Issue 4: Federalism as a Tool of Conflict Resolution, Guest Editors: Soeren Keil and Elisabeth Alber, 383-101 (available at  
https://doi.org/10.1080/17449057.2020.179547).  

Continued Confinement of Those Most Vulnerable to COVID-19, Kennedy Institute of Ethics Journal, Special Double 
Issue on COVID-19, Volume 30, Numbers 3 and 4/ September/December 2020, 401-418, together with Suerie Moon, 
Claudine Burton-Jeangros, Pascal Mahon, Cornelia Hummel, Settimio Monteverde, Tanja Krones, Stéphanie Dagron, 
Cécile Bensimon, Bianca Schaffert, Alexander Trechsel, Luca Chiapperino, Laure Kloetzer, Tania Zittoun, Ralf Jox, Marion 
Fischer, Anne Dalle Ave, Peter G. Kirchschlaeger, and Samia Hurst, online version August 2020 (available at 
https://kiej.georgetown.edu/continued-confinement-covid-19-special-issue/), printed version September 2020. 

Das Recht auf einen selbstbestimmten Tod, Grundrechtliche Erwägungen de lege lata et ferenda (together with Sandra 
Egli), ZBJV 156/2020, 379-422. 

Die Religionsfreiheit und das Verbot der Geschlechterdiskriminierung - Vom Umgang des Staats mit 
Religionsgemeinschaften, die Frauen von Ämtern ausschliessen, und anderen Grundrechtskollisionen, in: René Pahud 
de Mortanges (Hrsg.), Staat und Religion in der Schweiz des 21. Jahrhunderts, Beiträge zum Jubiläum des Instituts für 
Religionsrecht, Zürich/Basel/Genf 2020, 381-420. 

Betreuung betagter und hochbetagter Menschen im Kontext von SARS-CoV-2/Covid-19/Care for the elderly in the 
context of the Sars-Cov-2 epidemic, Policy brief of the National COVID-19 Science Task Force (NCS-TF), available at 
https://ncs-tf.ch/de/policy-briefs. 
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Strategie, um die SARS-CoV-2-Epidemie zu kontrollieren und gesundheitliche und wirtschaftliche Schäden zu 
minimieren, Policy brief of the National COVID-19 Science Task Force (NCS-TF), available at https://ncs-tf.ch/de/policy-
briefs. 

Who should pay for SARS-CoV-2 testing?, Policy brief of the National COVID-19 Science Task Force (NCS-TF), available 
at https://ncs-tf.ch/de/policy-briefs. 

Gender aspects of COVID-19 and pandemic response, Policy brief of the National COVID-19 Science Task Force (NCS-
TF), available at https://ncs-tf.ch/de/policy-briefs. 

Does Swiss Federalism Need Oxygen Treatment after Been Hit by the Covid-19 Crisis? (with Simon Mazidi), May 2020, 
available at https://uacesterrpol.wordpress.com/2020/06/02/does-swiss-federalism-need-oxygen-treatment-after-
been-hit-by-the-covid-19-crisis/.  

Temporärer Machtzuwachs des Bundesrats: Zur Frage der Gewaltenteilung in Pandemiezeiten, Gastkommentar in der 
NZZ vom 26. Mai 2020 (zusammen mit Andreas Stöckli und Bernhard Waldmann). 

Social, Legal, and Ethical Issues of Test-Trace-Isolate-Quarantine Strategies, ELSI Report, National COVID-19 Science Task 
Force (NCS-TF), together with the Samia Hurst, Claudine Burton Jeangros, Pascal Mahon, Sueri Moon, 2020, available at 
https://ncs-tf.ch/de/policy-briefs.  

Continued Confinement of those Most Vulnerable to COVID, ELSI Report, National COVID-19 Science Task Force (NCS-
TF), together with the Samia Hurst, Claudine Burton Jeangros, Pascal Mahon, Sueri Moon,), 2020, available at 
https://ncs-tf.ch/de/policy-briefs. 

Ethical, Legal, and Social Issues Associated with “Serological Passports”, ELSI Report, National COVID-19 Science Task 
Force (NCS-TF), together with the Samia Hurst, Claudine Burton Jeangros, Pascal Mahon, Sueri Moon,), 2020, available 
at https://ncs-tf.ch/de/policy-briefs. 

Ethical, Legal, and Social Benchmarks for Transition Strategies, ELSI Report, National COVID-19 Science Task Force (NCS-
TF), together with the Samia Hurst, Claudine Burton Jeangros, Pascal Mahon, Sueri Moon,), 2020, available at 
https://ncs-tf.ch/de/policy-briefs. 

Föderalismuskonzeption der Bundesverfassung: in: Oliver Diggelmann/Maya Hertig Randall/Benjamin Schindler (eds.), 
Verfassungsrecht der Schweiz – Droit constitutionnel Suisse, Band I: Grundlagen – Demokratie – Föderalismus, 
Zürich/Basel/Genf 2020, 667-690. 

Föderalismus und Minderheitenschutz, in: Oliver Diggelmann/Maya Hertig Randall/Benjamin Schindler (eds.), 
Verfassungsrecht der Schweiz – Droit constitutionnel Suisse, Band I: Grundlagen – Demokratie – Föderalismus, 
Zürich/Basel/Genf 2020, 771-795. 

Kurzgutachten zum Bundesgerichtsentscheid 145 I 73, Zuhanden der Eidgenössischen Kommission gegen Rassismus EKR 
(together with Liliane Minder), 2019/2020, available at: 
https://www.ekr.admin.ch/pdf/Kurzgutachten_zum_Bundesgerichtsentscheid_145_I_73.pdf./; in French: Avis de droit 
relatif à l’arrêt du Tribunal fédéral 145 I 73, À l’intention de la  Commission fédérale contre le racisme CFR, 
https://www.ekr.admin.ch/pdf/Avis_de_droit_relatif_a_l_arret_du_Tribunal_federal_145_I_73.pdf; in Italian: Perizia 
giuridica sulla decisione del Tribunale federale 145 I 73, All’attenzione della  Commission fédérale contre le racisme CFR, 
https://www.ekr.admin.ch/pdf/Perizia_giuridica_sulla_decisione_del_Tribunale_federale_145_I_73.pdf. 

Internal Market Approaches – Comparative Research (Switzerland), Report to the Scottish Parliament – Finance and 
Constitution Committee, 2019, veröffentlicht auf https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/ 
CurrentCommittees/113300.aspx (zusammen mit Simon Mazidi). 

Die Befriedung von Krisengebieten durch das Recht, Einige Gedanken zu den Bedingungen gelingender 
Verfassungsgebung in Zeiten des Aufruhrs, in: Joachim Lege (Hrsg.), Gelingendes Recht, Über die ästhetische Dimension 
des Recht, Tübingen 2019, 43-63. 

Droits fondamentaux des personnes âgées en Suisse – un guide pratique (zusammen mit Sandra Egli sowie Andrea 
Egbuna-Joss, Sabrina Ghielmini und Christine Kaufmann), Luzern 2019 (online Version: https://interact-
verlag.ch/collections/neuerscheinungen/products/droits-fondamentaux-des-personnes-agees-en-suisse-un-guide-
pratique). 

Grundrechte im Alter, Ein Handbuch (zusammen mit Sandra Egli sowie Andrea Egbuna-Joss, Sabrina Ghielmini und 
Christine Kaufmann), Luzern 2019 (online Version: https://interact-
verlag.ch/collections/neuerscheinungen/products/grundrechte-im-alter). 

Belgien – Erschütterungsmesser und Taktgeber im Herzen Europas, in: Parlament der Deutschsprachigen Gemeinschaft 
Belgiens (Hrsg.), Mögliche Szenarien einer Staatsreform nach 2019, Analysen und Perspektiven im aktuellen belgischen 

https://ncs-tf.ch/de/policy-briefs
https://ncs-tf.ch/de/policy-briefs
https://ncs-tf.ch/de/policy-briefs
https://ncs-tf.ch/de/policy-briefs
https://uacesterrpol.wordpress.com/2020/06/02/does-swiss-federalism-need-oxygen-treatment-after-been-hit-by-the-covid-19-crisis/
https://uacesterrpol.wordpress.com/2020/06/02/does-swiss-federalism-need-oxygen-treatment-after-been-hit-by-the-covid-19-crisis/
https://ncs-tf.ch/de/policy-briefs
https://ncs-tf.ch/de/policy-briefs
https://ncs-tf.ch/de/policy-briefs
https://ncs-tf.ch/de/policy-briefs
https://www.ekr.admin.ch/pdf/Kurzgutachten_zum_Bundesgerichtsentscheid_145_I_73.pdf./
https://www.ekr.admin.ch/pdf/Avis_de_droit_relatif_a_l_arret_du_Tribunal_federal_145_I_73.pdf
https://www.ekr.admin.ch/pdf/Perizia_giuridica_sulla_decisione_del_Tribunale_federale_145_I_73.pdf
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/%20CurrentCommittees/113300.aspx
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/%20CurrentCommittees/113300.aspx


Kontext, Beiträge zum Kolloquium vom 13. April 2018 im Parlament der Deutschsprachigen Gemeinschaft in Eupen, 
Schriftenreihe Deutschsprachige Gemeinschaft, Bd. 9, Eupen 2019, 43-55. 

Föderalismus im schweizerischen Bildungswesen – Ein ABC der Zuständigkeiten, in: Peter Bussjäger/Christoph Schramek 
(ed.), Die Neuorganisation der Bildungsverwaltung in Österreich, Institut für Föderalismus Innsbruck (with Liliane 
Minder), Wien 2018, 95-125. 

Gelebter Föderalismus: eine unerschöpfliche Quelle staatsrechtlicher Innovation, in: Europäisches Zentrum für 
Föderalismus Forschung Tübingen (EZFF) (ed.), Jahrbuch des Föderalismus 2018, Föderalismus, Subsidiarität und 
Regionen in Europa, Baden-Baden 2018, 451-458. 

Das Zusammenwirken von Bund und Kantonen bei der Einhaltung völkerrechtlicher Menschenrechtsverpflichtungen 
der Schweiz, in: Europäisches Zentrum für Föderalismus Forschung Tübingen (EZFF) (ed.), Jahrbuch des Föderalismus 
2018, Föderalismus, Subsidiarität und Regionen in Europa (with Simon Mazidi), Baden-Baden 2018, 243-257. 

Kommentar zu Art. 108 und 109 BGG, in: Marcel Alexander Niggli/Peter Uebersax/Hans Wiprächtiger/Lorenz 
Kneubühler (ed.), Basler Kommentar, Bundesgerichtsgesetz, 3. Aufl. (with Bettina Bacher), Basel 2018. 

Accommodating National Minorities in Federal Switzerland – Old Concepts meet New Realities, in: Alain 
Gagnon/Michael Burgess (ed.), Revisiting Unity and Diversity in Federal Countries, Changing Concepts, Reform Proposals 
and New Institutional Realities, Leiden/Boston 2018, 79-111. 

The Long Journey of Women to the Courts: Some Evidence on Gender Diversity and Gender Awareness in the Swiss 
Federal Supreme Court, in: Mia Caielli/Anna Mastromarino (ed), Jurisdiction and Pluralisms: The Temptations of a 
Reflective Judiciary, 9 November 2018, federalism.it, available at 
https://www.federalismi.it/focus/index_focus.cfm?FOCUS_ID=91&focus=special, p 123-156 (with Fabrizio E. Crameri 
and Rekha Oleschak-Pillai). 

The Swiss Ständerat: a Model of Perfect Bicameralism, in: Anna Gamper (ed), Representing Regions, Challenging 
Bicameralism, Special Issue, Perspectives on Federalism, Vol. 10, issue 2, 2018, available at http://www.on-
federalism.eu/index.php (30 pages). 

Rezension: Peter Bußjäger, Föderale Systeme – Über Entstehung, Scheitern und Erfolg von Föderalismus (Jan Sramek 
2017), Juristische Blätter, August 2018, Heft 8, 541-543. 

Quando i diritti non hanno età, Catalogo dei diritti fondamentali delle persone anziane in Svizzera (with Christine 
Kaufmann, Sabrina Ghielmini and Andrea Egbuna), Publication of the Swiss Centre of Expertise in Human Rights, 2018. 

Gleiche Rechte im Alter, Ein Grundrechtskatalog für ältere Menschen in der Schweiz (with Christine Kaufmann, Sabrina 
Ghielmini and Andrea Egbuna), Publication of the Swiss Centre of Expertise in Human Rights, 2017. 

Différents en âge, égaux en droits, Catalogue des droits fondamentaux des personnes âgées en Suisse, (with Christine 
Kaufmann, Sabrina Ghielmini and Andrea Egbuna), Publication oft he Swiss Centre of Expertise in Human Rights, 2017. 

Das schweizerische Ringen um die Steuerung der Zuwanderung – Von der Umsetzung der 
Masseneinwanderungsinitiative und anderen Gratwanderungen, in: Rudolf Hrbek/Martin Grosse (ed.), Hoffnung 
Europa – Die EU als Raum und Ziel von Migration, Baden-Baden 2017, 113-140 (with Fabrizio E. Crameri). 

Preface, in: Kaleab Kassaye Ahmed, Umpiring a Federal System, The Ethiopian Choice in Comparative Perspective, 
Doctoral Thesis, Fribourg 2017, Publikationen des Instituts für Föderalismus (PIFF), vol 11, Bern 2017, VII-VIII. 

Menschenrechte im Alter, Ein Überblick über die menschenrechtliche Situation älterer Personen in der Schweiz, Studie 
des Schweizerischen Kompetenzzentrums für Menschenrechte (with Christine Kaufmann/Andrea Egbuna-Joss/Sabrina 
Ghielmini/Gabriela Medici), Bern 2017. 

Wenn man frei mich wünschen liesse, wählt‘ ich gern ein Plätzchen mir, mitten drin im Paradiese: lieber noch – vor 
seiner Tür!, Quid? Fribourg Law Review 2017, 29-31. 

Staatsorganisationsrecht (with René Wiederkehr and Bernhard Waldmann), Zürich/Basel/Genf 2017. 

Concurrent Powers as Doors to Legislative Innovation – Conditional Powers as Gates to the Blind Alley: Some Swiss 
Illustrations, in: Nico Steytler (ed.), Concurrent Powers in Federal Systems, Making, Meaning, Managing, Leiden/Boston 
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