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ECPRD 
Annual Conference of Correspondents 
 

Berne, 15 – 17 October 2015 
 
 

 8 October 2015  
 

Agenda 

Thursday 15 October 

13.00 Registration 
Venue: Parliament Building 

14.00 Pre-Conference 
Venue: Committee Room 301 

 Opening Address 
Mr Jeremie LEUTHOLD 
Head of the Library of Parliament – ECPRD Correspondent 

 The Swiss Parliament 
Ms Martina BUOL 
Deputy Secretary General of the Federal Assembly  
Secretary General of the Council of State 

 “Another way to understand Switzerland” 
to discover… 

 Swiss federalism and direct democracy  
Mr Nicolas SCHMITT 
University of Fribourg, Institute of Federalism 

 Citizens' initiatives proposing new legislation – tool or gadget? 
Mr André REZSOHAZY  
Director at the Belgian Senate and ECPRD Coordinator 

Discussion 

16.00 
 

Coffee Break 
Venue: outside the Committee Room 301 

16.30 Pre-Conference (continuation) 

 Security and access to parliaments - balance between openness and 
security 
Ms Ida KELEMEN 
Head of Information Service for MPs - ECPRD Correspondent   
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Friday 16 Oktober 

09.00 Plenary session of the Annual Conference of Correspondents 
Venue: Parliament Building, Committee room 301 

 Draft conference agenda 

Opening and welcome of new Correspondents and Deputy Correspondents 

1. Adoption of Agenda 

2. Adoption of the minutes of the Annual Conference of Correspondents 
Belgrade 16-17 October 2014 

3. ECPRD requests and replies - exchange on subjects and practical issues  

4. ECPRD Factsheets - experiences and best practice 

5. ECPRD website - new developments 

10.45 Short Coffee Break 
Venue: outside the Committee Room 301   

11.00 6. Workshops 

• WS 1 - Economic and Budgetary Affairs 

Activities of parliamentary budget offices and the relations with fiscal 
councils  

• WS 2 - Libraries, Research Services and Archives 

Proactive products/services of parliamentary research services and 
libraries  

• WS 3 - Parliamentary Practice and Procedure 

Changes in political affiliation by an  MP during a parliamentary term 
(also known as "political nomadism" or "floor-crossing") 

• WS 4 - ICT in parliaments 

The evolution and transformation of Parliaments thanks to  progress 
in information technologies 

17.15 
 

Optional guided tour of the Parliament Building (30 minutes) 
Meeting point: outside the Committee room 301 

18.45 Aperitif at the Library of Parliament 

19.20 Walk from the Library of Parliament to the dinner venue 

19.30 
 

Dinner 
Venue: Galerie des Alpes (Parliament Building) 
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12.30 Family photo 
Venue: Hall of Dome 

12.40 Lunch 
Venue: Galerie des Alpes 

14.30 Plenary session of the Conference of Correspondents (continuation) 

7. Election to the ECPRD Executive Committee 

8. Summary reports on the workshops 

9. Report on activities in the Areas of Interests provided by the ECPRD 
Coordinators 

15.30 Coffee break 
Venue: outside the Committee Room 301  

16.00 10. IFLA-IPU Guidelines for Research Services  

11. EP 'Spotlight on national Parliaments'   

12. Next ECPRD Annual Conference of Correspondents 2016  

13. Any other business 

17.00 End 

 

 

Saturday 17 October 2015 

11.00 Meeting point at the Parliament Building main entrance 

11.15 City tour of Berne – old steam-powered tramway (limited number of places) 

12.15 Return to the Parliament Building    
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Appendix 

 

Workshops 

 

WS 1 - Economic and Budgetary Affairs 

The activities of parliamentary budget offices and their relationship with fiscal 
councils 

The workshop will deal with the activities carried out by the budget offices, set up within 
parliamentary administrations with the aim of providing support to the Committees (in 
particular, Budget and Finance Committees) and to the other parliamentary bodies involved 
in the consideration of budgetary documents and, more generally, of fiscal issues. 

In particular the analysis will focus on an evaluation of the contribution made by budget 
offices towards increasing the understanding of those topics and enhancing the information 
at the disposal of parliamentary bodies during the various stages of the whole budget 
process. 

Special attention will be devoted to the organization of budget offices, their products, the 
methodology used to perform their role, their relations with governmental offices, academic 
institutions and other external entities with expertise in fiscal and budgetary matters. 

Lastly, the meeting will address the relationship between parliamentary budget offices and 
fiscal councils, namely the independent bodies entrusted in various countries with monitoring 
the implementation of fiscal rules and providing unbiased macroeconomic forecasts or 
assessments of the forecasts underlying the government’s fiscal projections. This will be 
particularly useful in order to verify which procedures have been adopted to make this 
cooperation effective and to identify possible best practices and critical aspects, if any. 

 

WS 2 - Libraries, Research Services and Archives 

Proactive products/services of parliamentary research services and libraries 

 

The WS will cover such issues as whether the products/services of research services and 
libraries should be created only “on-demand” basis or also in a proactive manner; the benefits 
and risks, and the pros and cons of the proactive products; striking the right balance between 
proactive and on-demand analysis and other products; the choice of topics, the timing of the 
release, and approaches to the distribution of the proactive products; established practices, 
lessons learned, new developments (participants are encouraged to bring some examples of 
proactive products to the workshop). 

Working proactively means that the research service or library identifies emerging issues that 
the Parliament will likely be called upon to address in the short to medium term. Proactive 
products could include: publications on frequently debated topics, fact sheets on topics of 
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significant interest (to reduce duplication), special background information on events or issues 
that recur regularly, etc. 

 

WS 3 - Parliamentary Practice and Procedure 

Changes in political affiliation by an MP during a parliamentary term (also known as 
"political nomadism" or "floor-crossing) 

Changes in political affiliation by an MP during a parliamentary term (also known as "political 
nomadism" or "floor-crossing")(see also ECPRD request 2417 from PACE) is a common 
phenomenon in the parliamentary assemblies: MPs switch from one group to another after 
elections. They leave an opposition group to support the majority or vice versa. Alternatively, 
they leave one opposition (or majority) group to join another. They can also withdraw from a 
group to sit as independents. 

The phenomenon is known as “floor crossing”. The term originates from the British House of 
Commons, which is configured with the majority and opposition facing each other on rows of 
benches. An MP who switches parties needs literally to cross the floor. 

Crossing the floor can lead to controversy and media attention. 

The workshop will focus on three questions related to the phenomenon of switches in political 
affiliation during the parliamentary term. 

Firstly, the rules. How do the parliamentary assemblies deal with these practices? Are there 
statutory rules which specifically cover them? Or are these practices regulated by  
parliamentary tradition? Are they legally permissible or, on the contrary, prohibited? Do the 
MPs who switch political affiliation retain their seats? Do the switches have to be formally 
authorized? Are there measures to restrict switching between political groups?  

Secondly, the implications for the political groups. Switches in political affiliation during the 
parliamentary term can have a considerable impact on the functioning of the parliamentary 
assemblies. What are the implications of switches for the political groups themselves (for the 
“losing” as well as for the “winning” groups), in particular in terms of representation and 
participation? To which extent do the changes in the composition of political groups affect the 
balance of the political forces within the assembly? Do the changes in the composition of 
political groups have any implications for their financing? 

Thirdly, the implications for the members concerned. What are the implications of switches in 
political affiliation for the members concerned (the “defectors”)? Are the members concerned 
obliged to sit as independents (“non-registered”)? Can the assembly deprive them of their 
participation rights? 

 

WS 4 - Information and Communication Technologies in Parliaments 

The evolution and transformation of Parliaments thanks to the progress in information 
technologies 

In this workshop we would like to share success stories among participants and also lessons 
learned about the following topics. 
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1. Paperless Parliaments: Did information digitalization contributed to paper reduction in your 
Parliament by making more information available in electronic form? Have there been success 
stories? Have faxes been finally abolished and parliamentary report printing reduced? 

The future: what will be the next steps in five years? 

2. A very connected world: Did Internet connection changed the way people work in your 
Parliament, maybe allowing them working at home for some hours or days per week? Do 
mobile devices (notebooks, tablets, and smartphones) help to extend the workplaces and allow 
to be always connected in a productive way? 

The future: what will be the foreseeable scenario in five years? 

3. Information security: All the hackers of the world are on the Internet. Are parliamentary 
networks, information and data protected from hackers? What are the good habits for 
protecting them? 

The future: what will be the probable evolution and challenges in information security 
in five years? 

4. Semantic technologies for search and retrieval: The Google search engine is extremely 
powerful, being able to index and retrieve all the world information in a very effective way to 
users. 

When will parliamentary search engines be as powerful as Google, in order to be more useful 
to parliamentary specialists for searching and retrieving parliamentary documents? 

The future: what will be the predictable upcoming in five years? 

 


