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Children’s Rights:  
A Story of Child Protection 

 
 
What are the new demands on children's rights in past times? 
How did mistakes in child protection systems come to light? 
How can the mistakes of the past be redressed? 
 
After defining what children's rights and children's rights studies 
are, Elena Patrizi will look at the origins and transnational circu-
lation of the social and political interest for the reparation of 
past mistakes in child protection. In particular, her analysis will 
focus on the case of coercive child removals practiced until the 
mid- 20th century in Switzerland.  
 
 
 
ELENA PATRIZI is PhD candidate at the Faculty of Law and affiliated at the 
Centre for Children’s Rights Studies of the University of Geneva. She holds an 
LL.M on International Humanitarian Law and Human Rights from the Geneva 
Academy, Switzerland and a Master of Law from the University of Urbino, 
Italy. Her main interests are children’s rights studies, child protection, transi-
tional justice, and reparation.  


