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ESTHER GONZALEZ MARTINEZ 
Domaine sociologie, travail social et politiques sociales 
Faculté des lettres  
Université de Fribourg 
Route Bonnesfontaines 11 
1700 Fribourg 
Switzerland 
 
Tel.: +41 (0)26 300 83 85. Fax.: +41 (0)26 300 96 57 
esther.gonzalezmartinez@unifr.ch  

EDUCATION 
Ph.D. in Social Sciences, Faculté des sciences sociales et politiques, Université de 
Lausanne and Ph.D. in Sociology, Ecole des hautes études en sciences sociales-Paris, 
2003. Distinction: Très honorable avec les félicitations du jury à l'unanimité. 

M.A. in Social Sciences, Faculté des sciences sociales et politiques, Université de 
Lausanne, 1994. 

B.A. in Communication Studies, Facultad de ciencias de la información, Universidad 
Complutense de Madrid, 1992. 

FELLOWSHIPS AND AWARDS 
"Senior Researcher" Swiss National Science Foundation Fellowship (August 2004-April 
2006). 

Dissertation Award, Faculté des sciences sociales et politiques, Université de Lausanne, 
2004. 

"Junior Researcher" Swiss National Science Foundation Fellowship (May 2003-July 
2004). 

ACADEMIC POSITIONS 
Associate Professor (50%), Domaine de sociologie, travail social et politiques sociales, 
Faculté des lettres, Université de Fribourg (starting August 2009). 

Associate Professor (50%), Département des sciences de la société, Université de 
Fribourg (October 2006-July 2009). 

Lecturer (part-time), Département des sciences de la société, Université de Fribourg 
(March 2007-July 2009). 

Substitute Professor (20%), Faculté des sciences sociales et politiques, Université de 
Lausanne (September 2006-February 2007). 
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Visiting Scholar, Department of Sociology, Boston University (May 2003-April 2006).  

Visiting Postdoctoral Researcher, Department of Sociology, University of California-Los 
Angeles (October-December 2005).  

Postdoctoral Visitor, Department of Science and Technology Studies, Cornell University 
(April 2005).  

Honorary Fellow, Department of Sociology, University of Wisconsin-Madison 
(November 2004).  

Chief Teaching Assistant, Institut des sciences sociales et pédagogiques, Université de 
Lausanne (September 2001-August 2002). 

Teaching Assistant, Institut des sciences sociales et pédagogiques, Université de 
Lausanne (September 1995-August 2001). 

Research Assistant, Institut de sociologie des communications de masse, Université de 
Lausanne (September 1994-August 1995). 

TEACHING 
Faculté des sciences économiques et sociales, Université de Fribourg 

Undergraduate course "Introduction à la sociologie de la communication 1a" 
[Introduction to the Sociology of Communication 1a], 2008-2009. 

Undergraduate course "Introduction à la sociologie de la communication 1b" 
[Introduction to the Sociology of Communication], 2006-2009.  

Undergraduate course "Sociologie de la communication 2a" [Sociology of 
Communication 2a], 2007-2009.  

Undergraduate seminar "Analyse de conversation" [Conversation analysis], 2007-2009. 

Undergraduate seminar "Travaux de bachelor" [Bachelor's Thesis Seminar], 2007-2009. 

Graduate course "Communication et pratiques sociales. Regards ethnométhodologiques" 
[Communication and Social Practices. Ethnomethodological Approaches], 2006-2009. 

Graduate seminar "Communication et pratiques sociales. Regards ethnométhodologiques" 
[Communication and Social Practices. Ethnomethodological Approaches], 2006-2009. 

Graduate seminar "Travaux de master" [Master's Dissertation Seminar]. 2006-2009. 

Faculté des sciences sociales et politiques, Université de Lausanne 
Undergraduate course "Sociologie de la communication et de la culture" [Sociology of 
Communication and Culture], 2006- 2007. 
Undergraduate seminar "Apprentissage et formation dans une perspective psychosociale" 
[Learning and Education from a Psychosocial Standpoint], 1995- 2002.  
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Professional Education 
Courses "Mieux communiquer avec la radio et la presse écrite" and "Bien répondre à une 
interview radio et TV" [Communicating effectively with the radio and the press; 
Answering effectively radio and TV interviews], Service de la formation continue, 
Université de Fribourg, 2008-2009. 

RESEARCH 
"The Interactional Organization of Two Interrogation Methods: Accusatory and Non-
Confrontational Interrogation Methods," (with Prof. Mardi Kidwell, University of New 
Hampshire), March 2006-February 2009. 

"The Institutional Dimension of Interactions within the Criminal Procedure of 
Comparution Immédiate," Department of Sociology, Boston University (Swiss National 
Science Foundation Grant no PA001-105069), August 2004-April 2006. 

"From Judicial to Institutional Settings: Sociological Analysis of Interactions and Speech 
Exchanges," Department of Sociology, Boston University (Swiss National Science 
Foundation Grant no 81LA-68394), May 2003-July 2004. 

"Art and Profession: Trajectories and Work Markets of Classic Musicians-Interpreters in 
Switzerland", Institut de sociologie des communications de masse, Université de 
Lausanne (Swiss National Science Foundation Grant no 12-39667.93. PA: Prof. Alfred 
Willener), September 1994-August 1995. 

AREAS OF EXPERTISE 

Language and social interaction; ethnography, ethnomethodology and conversation 
analysis; institutional talk and workplace studies; interpersonal communication; 
qualitative and audiovisual methods; sociology of law and deviance.  

PUBLICATIONS 
Book 
González Martínez E., 2007. Flagrantes auditions. Echanges langagiers lors 
d'interactions judiciaires [Flagrant Hearings. Talk during judicial interactions]. Bern: 
Peter Lang. 

Articles 

González Martínez E. (soumis pour publication). " Etre par l'action. Production d'une 
enquête sociale et de ses participants " [Being by Doing. Producing a Social Enquiry 
Interview and its Participants], in L. Greco, L. Mondada, P. Renaud (eds.). Identité-en-
interaction/Identities-in-interaction. Paris, Ophrys (collection Faits de Langue).  

Kidwell, M., González Martínez, E. (2010). "'Let me tell you about myself'. A method for 
suppressing subject talk in a 'soft accusation' interrogation", Discourse Studies, 12(1), 
forthcoming. 
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González Martínez E. (2008). "La réponse 'Je ne sais pas' lors d'une enquête sociale [The 
Answer "I Don't Know" during a Social Enquiry Interview]." Bulletin suisse de 
linguistique appliquée, (88), pp. 19-41 (special issue "Studies on emotions in social 
interactions"). 

González Martínez E., 2006. "The Interweaving of Talk and Text in a French Criminal 
Pre-Trial Hearing." Research on Language and Social Interaction 39(3), pp. 229-261 
(special issue "Talk and Text"). 

González Martínez E., 2005. "The Organization of Talk in "Immediate Trial" Hearings." 
The International Journal of Speech, Language and the Law, 12(1), pp. 125-127. 

González Martínez E., 2005. "Forms of Collective Action. Review of Daniel Cefaï and 
Danny Trom (eds.). Les formes de l'action collective." Human Studies 28(3), pp. 353-357. 

González Martínez E., 2005. "Organisation et accountability de l'audition de comparution 
immédiate" [Organization and Accountability of the "Immediate Trial" Hearing], Réseaux, 
23 (129-130), pp. 209-241 (special issue "Visibilité/Invisibilité"). 

González Martínez E., 2001. "Comment agir en confiance avec un partenaire dont on se 
méfie?" [How Can One Trust a Partner of Whom One Is Suspicious?]. Réseaux, 19(108), 
pp. 87-123 (special issue "La confiance"). 

González Martínez E., 2000. "La 'déclaration' dans le cadre d'une procédure pénale ou la 
constitution d'un 'je' multiple et rassembleur" [The 'Statement' in the Context of Criminal 
Proceedings or the Constitution of a Multiple and Unifying 'I']. Revue suisse de sociologie, 
26(3), pp. 591-614 (special issue "Sociologies Interprétatives"). 

González Martínez E., 2000. "Postures lyriques: l'ajustement voix-rôle dans le travail 
interprétatif du chanteur soliste" [Operatic Postures: The Adjustment of Voice to Role in 
the Interpretational Work of a Solo Singer]. Revue française de sociologie, 41(2), pp. 277-
305. 

González Martínez E., 1998. "Maîtrise des défaillances vocales et indétermination des 
catégories dans le travail de chanteur lyrique" [Mastering of Vocal Shortcomings and 
Vocal Categorization Problems in the Work of the Lyric Singer]. Revue de l'Institut de 
sociologie, (3-4), pp. 107-124. 

González Martínez E., 1996. "La stratégie communicationnelle du musée de l'Art Brut: 
considérations d'un récepteur avisé" [The Communication Strategy of the Museum of Art 
Brut: Considerations of an Aware Observer]. Publics et musées, (9), pp. 105-127. 

González Martínez E., 1995. "La réception du Musée de l'Art Brut par son public: 
différenciation des approches interprétatives de l'exposition" [The Museum of Art Brut: 
How It Is Perceived by Its Visitors]. Revue suisse de sociologie, 21(3), pp. 741-761. 

Scientific popularization 

González Martínez E., 2003. "L'audition de comparution immédiate. L'organisation des 
échanges langagiers" [The Organization of Speech Exchanges in "Immediate Trial" 
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Hearings]. La lettre du CEMS, (12), p. 7. 

González Martínez E., 2003. "Le travail interprétatif du chanteur d'opéra, I" [The 
Interpretational Work of the Opera Singer, I]. Revue musicale suisse, (9), pp. 5-7. 

González Martínez E., 2003. "Le travail interprétatif du chanteur d'opéra, II" [The 
Interpretational Work of the Opera Singer, II]. Revue musicale suisse, (10), pp. 7-8. 

González Martínez E., 2002. "Une fascination réfléchie" [A Reflected Fascination], pp. 
120-121 in Cache-cache camouflage. Lausanne, Musée de design et d'arts appliqués 
contemporains. 

LECTURES AND CONFERENCE PAPERS 
"Telling what it is going to happen. The initial phase of a judicial social investigation 
interview", Colloquium "Law in action", Ecole normale supérieure-Cachan, July 2, 2009. 
"Analyse de conversation et éducation" [Conversation analysis and education], Journée de 
formation CIFHED: "Analyse de conversation. Aspects méthodologiques", Université de 
Lausanne, April 24, 2009.  
"The Interactional Organization of the Soft-Accusation Method," American Sociological 
Association meeting, Boston, August 1, 2008 (with Mardi J. Kidwell). 
"Analyse conversationnelle d'une situation judiciaire. Le cas des auditions de comparution 
immédiate" [Conversation Analysis of a Judicial Encounter. The Immediate Trial 
Hearings], Ecole normale supérieure de Cachan-Paris, March 5, 2008. 
"Production et gestion de la réponse 'je ne sais pas'" [Producing and Managing the 
Response "I Don't Know"], ICAR, Université Lyon2, February 7, 2008.  
"The 'Soft Accusation' Interrogation Method. A Look at Turn-taking", National 
Communication Association Convention, Chicago, November 17, 2007, (with Mardi J. 
Kidwell). Top Three Competitive Papers (Communication and the Law Division). 
"Produire et décrire l'organisation sociale. Le cas de la justice des mineurs" [Producing 
and Describing Social Organization. The Juvenile Justice Study], Colloquium Autour du 
travail d'Aaron Cicourel, Faculté des sciences économiques et sociales, Université de 
Fribourg, November 14, 2007. 
"From Practices to Praxis Studying Interactions in Judicial Settings," Manchester 
Ethnography Group Seminars, The University of Manchester, September 27, 2007. 
"Explorations sociologiques du corpus d'interactions judiciaires Délits flagrants" 
[Sociological Investigations of the Judicial Interactions Corpus "Délits flagrants"], 
Colloquium Département des sciences de la société, Université de Fribourg, January 25, 
2007. 
"Principaux niveaux d'analyse de l'action située" [Main Levels of Analysis of Situated 
Action], Course "Médias et communication de masse", Ecole Polytechnique fédérale de 
Lausanne, June 20, 2006. 
"How to Do Several Things at the Same Time (One Activity under the Cover of Another) 
without Looking Like You Are Doing So," International Institute for Ethnomethodology 
and Conversation Analysis Conference, Bentley College, August 9, 2005. 
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"Conversational and Practical Organization of Preliminary Hearings in a French Court," 
Department of Science and Technology Studies, Cornell University, April 11, 2005. 
"Conversational Organization and Legal Features of "Immediate Trial" Hearings in a 
French Court," Department of Sociology, University of Wisconsin-Madison, November 
12, 2004. 
"Plurality and Interweaving of Activities during a Judicial Hearing," Colloquium "From 
Talk to Text," Vrije Universiteit, Amsterdam, May 12, 2004. 
"Ethnomethodology. Sociological Perspective and Analytical Approaches," Course 
"Contemporary Sociological Theory", Department of Sociology, Boston University, 
Boston, March 25, 2004. 
"Operatic Work Understood as an Adjustment Process between Competencies and Roles," 
Eastern Sociological Society Meetings, New York, February 22, 2004. 
"The 'Practical Trust' Produced during Judicial Hearings," Society for Phenomenology and 
the Human Sciences Conference, Boston, November 8, 2003. 
"L'interaction en milieu judiciaire. L'utilité du concept d'activité pour rendre compte d'une 
coordination hasardeuse des échanges" [Interactions in Judicial Settings. The Utility of the 
Concept of Activity for Analyzing a Perilous Coordination of Exchanges], Research 
Colloquium "Recherche empirique et construction théorique en sciences sociales," 
Université de Fribourg, March 21, 2001. 
"Comment agir en confiance avec un partenaire dont on se méfie?" [How Can One Trust a 
Partner of Whom One Is Suspicious?], Colloquium "La confiance," 3ème cycle romand de 
sociologie, Université de Lausanne, March 10, 2000. 
"Interactions en milieu judiciaire: la pluralité des régimes d'action" [Interactions in 
Judicial Settings: The Plurality of Types of Exchange], Research Seminar "Analyse de 
conversations," Romanisches Seminar, Universität Basel, November 26, 1999. 
"De l'examen des faits à la déclaration en passant par l'accusation: parcours du sens, 
pertinences et procédures de configuration" [From the Examination of Facts to the Final 
Statement, via the Accusation: Trajectories of Meaning, Relevance and Processes of 
Configuration], Swiss Sociological Association Conference, Université de Fribourg, 
September 30, 1999. 
"L'écourtement des carrières des chanteurs lyriques suite à des défaillances vocales: le 
sociologue aux prises avec le sens commun artistique" [The Shortening of Opera Singers' 
Careers Due to Vocal Shortcomings: the Sociologist Wrestling with Common Artistic 
Sense], Seminar DESS "Les mondes de l'art," Université de Genève, May 28, 1997. 

RESEARCH GRANTS 
Bureau de l'égalité des chances de l'Université de Lausanne (June 2003). 

Fondation du 450e anniversaire de l'Université de Lausanne (April 2003). 

Société académique vaudoise (September 2002). 

Conférence universitaire de suisse romande (February 2008). 
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Swiss Sociological Association (April 2008).  

Swiss National Science Foundation (juillet 2008). 

PROFESSIONAL SERVICE 
Committee member 

Ethnomethodology and Conversation Analysis section, American Sociological 
Association (since 2008) 

Interpretative Sociologies research committee, Swiss Sociological Association (since 
2008).  

Commission romande de coordination de la sociologie (since 2007). 

Discussant 
Colloquium "Comment appréhender les pratiques judiciaires? Regards croisés sur la 
"justice de l'urgence?", Ecole normale supérieure de Cachan, March 5, 2008. 
Colloquium "Sociologie et pluralité interprétative", Université de Lausanne, March 30, 
2007. 

External reviewer  
Routledge, Sociologie de l'art, Verbum, Congrès mondial de linguistique française, 
Bulletin suisse de linguistique appliquée, Swiss national science foundation.  

Organizer 
Colloquium "Autour du travail d'Aaron Cicourel (Doctor Honoris Causa 2007, Université 
de Fribourg)", Faculté des sciences économiques et sociales, Université de Fribourg, 
November 14, 2007. 
EM/CA Research Group Universités romandes (2006-2007).  
Language and Social Interaction Research Group, Boston University (2004-2006). 

Co-organizer/Chair  
International Workshop "Doing politics/acting politically. An international workshop on 
the political dimension of situated practices (Situated practices seminar 2009), Université 
de Fribourg, March 19-20, 2009. 
Seminar "Observer l'action. Données audiovisuelles et analyse sociologique", Programme 
doctoral romand en sociologie, Morat, February 12-13, 2009. 
Talks and Documentaries Series "Regards sur le social", Département des sciences de la 
société (2007-2009). 
International Workshop "Scientific practice as ordinary action (Situated practices seminar 
2007)", Université de Fribourg, March 22-23, 2007. 
International Institute for Ethnomethodology and Conversation Analysis Conference, 
Bentley College, August 6-9, 2005. 
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ACADEMIC SERVICE 

Audiovisual Studio Co-administrator, Département des sciences de la société, Université 
de Fribourg (since October 2006). 
Student International Mobility Advisor, Domaine Sociologie&Médias, Université de 
Fribourg (October 2006-July 2009). 

NETWORKS AND PROFESSIONAL AFFILIATIONS 

American Sociological Association, Ethnomethodology and Conversation Analysis 
section. 
Swiss Sociological Association, Interpretative Sociologies research committee.  

LANGUAGES 

Spanish: Native language. 
French:  Fluent. 
English:  Excellent oral and reading comprehension, good speaking and writing  
  skills. 
Italian:  Good oral and reading comprehension, basic speaking and writing skills. 
German: Basic. 

Fribourg, July 20th, 2009 


